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€^ith ®ecfetf» 


Ahora inen, diao elCwra, traed$fu, senor huispedy aquesos 
UbroSf que los quiero ver. Que me jplace, respondiS elj y en- 
trando, en su apogento, &tc6 dA una mcddiUa vieja cerrada 
con una cadenUla, $f abriendola, haUo en eOa tret Ubrosgrandes 
y unos papeles de muy buena letra escritos de mano.— -Dov 
Quixote^ F&rte L Capitalo 32, 


• * « « 


It is mi^ty well, said the fitkat ; pray, landlord, bring me 
those books, for I bare a ndnd to see thnn. With all my 
heart, answered the llOBt; and, gdng to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old doke-bag, with a padlock and chain to' 
it, and opening it, he took oat three large Tolumes, and some 
manuscript papers writt^ in a fine character.«-JA£irt8's 
Translation, 


Printed byJ^imes BeXtaniyne and Co, 
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CHAPTER L 


ASf to the AtttiuATi breeze's bngleMSooody 
. Various and vague the dry leaves dance their roand | 
Or, from the gamer-door, on sether borne» 
The chaff flies devious from the wmaow d com ; 
So vague, so devioas, at the breath of heaven, 
~ From their fix'd aim are mortal counsels driv'n. . 

Anonyfnou*- 

W^^B lefk Caleb Balderstone in the extre- 
mity of triumph at the success of his va« 
rious atchievements for the houdur Of the 
house of Ravenswood. When he had mus- 
tered and marshalled his . dishes of ditets 
kinds, a more rojral provision had liot been 
seen in Wolf 'a Crag, since the funeral feast 
of its deceased lord. Great was the glory of 
the serving^ man» as he decored the old oak- 
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en table with a clean cloth, and arranged 
upon it carbonadoed venison and roasted 
wild-fowl, with a glance, every now and 
then, as if to upbraid the incredulity of his 
master and his guests ; and with many a 
story, more or less true, was Lockhard 
that evening regaled concerning the an* 
cient grandeur of Wolfs Crag, and the 
sway of its Barons over the countiy in their 
neighbourhood. 

^^< A vassal scarce hdd a calf or a lamb 
his ain, till he had first adced if the liOrd 
of Ravenswood was pleased to accept it ; 
and they were obliged to ask the lord's 
consent before they married in these di^s, 
and raony a inerry tale they t«tl about that 
light as weel as odiers. And dtfaoi^," 
uid Cald», << these times aire not like the 
■glide aold times^ when auliiority had ill 
fight, yet, true it is, Mr Lodehor^ and yon 
y^Mursell may partly have remaiked^ that 
we of the House of Ravenswood do our 
endeavour in keeping up, by all just and 
towful exertion of oar ba»misd authorityt 
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Ibat due and fitting connection betwixt ra« 
perior and vassal, whUk is in some danger 
of fidUng into deaiaettide, owing to the ge^ 
neral license and misrule of thede present 
unhi^y tiflties*" 

^ Umph !'^ said Mr Loekhard ; «« and if I 
may enqaire^ Mr Balderstone, pray do you 
find your people at the tiUi^ yonder 
amenable ?iml must needs say^ that at. Ha^ 
Tenswood Csus&e, now peftsuning to my 
fittstett ike Lord Keeper, ye have not left 
fadiind ye the moet . compliant aet of te« 
nantry.'' 

«' Ah ! but Mr Loekhard^' replied Caleb, 
^^ ye must consider there ha3 beena change 
of hands, and the anld lord mij^t expect 
twa tuKns frae them, when the new comer 
canma get ane. A dour ^and fractious set 
they wer^ tbae tenants of Ra^toswood,a«l 
iU to Uve wi' when they dtnua 1»b their 
master^-aad if your master pat them mad 
ance, the whole country will tiot pitt them 
dowUi" 

*« Troth/' said Mr Loekhard, <« an such 
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be the case» I think the wisest thing for us 
a' wad be to hammer up a match between 
your young lord and our winsome young 
leddy up bye there ; and Sir William might 
just stitch your auld barony to her gown* 
sleeve, and he wad sune cuitle another out 
o' somebody else, .sic a lang head as he has.'' 
. Caleb {shook his head.— **^ I wish," . he 
said, *^ I wish that may answer, Mr Lock- 
faardi * There are auld prophecies about 
this Itouse I wad .like ill. to ^ee fulfilled v/i* 
my auld e'en, that;hae:s«i& evil aneugh al- 
ready." 

<« Pshaw ! never mind freits,** said his 
brother butler ; ^^ if the young folk liked 
ane anitheri they wad make a winseine cou- 
ple. But, to say truth, there is a leddy sits 
in our hall-nook, maun have her hand in 
that as^ weel as in every other job. But 
there's* no harm in drinking to their healths, 
and I will fill Mrs Mysie a cup of Mr Gir-. 
der's canary.* 

While they thus enjoyed themselves in 
the kitchen, the company in the hall were 
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not less pleasantly engaged. So soon as 
Ravenswood had determined upon giving 
the Lord Keeper such hospitality as he had 
to offer, he deemed it incumbent on him to 
assume the open and courteous brow of a 
welLpleased host. It has been often re- 
markedy that when a man commences by 
acting a character, he frequently ends by 
adopting it in good earnest. In the course 
of an hour or two, Ravenswoodj to his own 
surprise, found himself in the situation of 
one who frankly does his best to entertain 
welcome and honoured guests. How much 
of this change in his disposition was to be 
ascribed to the beauty and simplicity of 
'Miss Ashton, i;o the readiness with which 
she accommodated herself to the inconve* 
riiences of her situation — ^how much to the 
smooth and plausible conversation of th6 
Lord Keeper, remarkably gifted with those 
words which win the ear, must be left to 
the reader's ingenuity to conjecture. But 
Ravenswood was insensible to neither. , 
The Lord Keeper was a veteran statesman, 
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well acquainted with courts aod cabinet^ 
and intitnate with all the various turns of 
public affairs during the last eventful years 
of the seventeenth century. He could talk^ 
from his own knowledge^ of men and events^ 
in a way which failed not to win attention, 
and had the peculiar art^ while he never 
said a word which committed himself, at 
the same time to persuade the bearer that 
he was speaking without the least shai- 
dow of scrupulom caution or reserve. Ra» 
venswood, in spite of his prejudices aod 
real grounds of resentment, felt himself at 
once amused and instructed in listening to 
him, while the statesman, whose inward 
feelings had at first so much impeded his 
first efforts to make himself known, had 
now regained all the ease and fluency of a 
silver-tongued lawyer of the very highest 
order. 

His daughter did not speak much, but 
she smiled ; and what she did say argued 
a submissive gentleness, and a desire to 
give pleasure, which, to a proud man like 
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Ravenswood, was more fascinatiiig Aan 
the most brilHant wit. Above all, he 
could not but observe, that, whether from 
gratitude or from some other motive, he 
himself, in his deserted and improvided 
hall, was as much the olgect of respfcctftd 
attention to his guests, as he would have 
been when surrounded by all the appli« 
auMs and means of hospitality proper to 
his high birth. All deficiencies passed um 
observed, or, if they did not escape stotice; 
it was to praise the substitutes whicb Caleb 
had contrived to supply the want of the 
lisiial accommodations. Where a smrile was 
unavoidable, it was a very good-humoured 
one, and often coupled with some weQ- 
turned compUment, to i^ew how mudi the 
guests esteemed the merit of their xroUe 
host, how little they thought of the incon- 
veniencies with which ^y were surround- 
ed. I am not sure whether the pride of 
being found to outbalance, in virtoe of his 
own personal merit, al! the disadvantages 
of fortune, did not make as favourable an 

A 2 
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impression upon the haughty heart of the 
Master of Ravenswood, as the copversa- 
tion of the father and the beauty of Lucy 
Ashtqn. 

The hour of repose arrived. The 
KeepjQr and his daughter retired to their 
apartments* which were ^* decored" more 
properly than could have been anticipated. 
In making the necessary arrangements* 
Mysie had indeed enjoyed the assistance 
of a gossip who had arrived from the vil« 
lage upon an exploratory expedition, but 
had been arrested by Caleb, and impressed 
into the domestic drudgery of the evening. 
So that* instead of returning home to de- 
^ribe the dress and person of the grand 
youpg lady, she found herself compelled 
to he active in the domestic economy of 
Wolfs Crag. . 

Accordiagv to the custom of the time, 
the Master of Ravens wood attended the 
Lord Keeper to his apartment, followed by 
Caleb, who placed on the table* with all the 
ceremonials 'due to torches of wax, two 
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rudely framed taliow-oandles, such as in 
those days were only used by the peasant- 
ry, hooped in paltry clasps 0f wire, which 
served for candlesticlcs. He then diisap* 
peared, and presently entered with two 
earthen flagons^ (the china, lie said, had 
been little used since my lady's time,) one 
filled with canary wine, the other wilix 
brandy. The canary sack, unheeding an 
probabilities of detection, he declared had 
been twenty years in the cellars of WoU's 
Crag, << though it was not for him to speak 
before their honours ; the brandy,— it was 
weel ken'd liquor^ as mild as mead, and as 
strong as Sampson — it had been in the 
house ever since the memorable reveJj in 
which auld Mickletob had been slain at the 
head of the stair by Jamie of Jenklebrae, 
on account of the honour of the worshipful 
Lady Muirend, wha was in some sott an 

ally of the family j natheless'* 

" But to cut that matter short, WtC^ 
^leb," said the Keeper, «* perhaps you wHl 
favour me with* a ewer of water." 
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^ God forbid your lordship should diittk 
water in this fiiinily, to the disgrace dt* so 
honourable an house l*" 

<« Nevertheless, if his lofdship have a 
fancy," said the Master, sm^ng, ^< I think 
you might indulge him ; for, if I isistake 
not, there has been water drank hwe at no 
distant date, and with good relish too*" 

/* To be sure, if his lordship has a fancy," 
said Caleb j and re-entering with a jug of 
pure element— •<< He will scarce find such 
Ivater ony where as is drawn frae the well 
at Woirs Crag— •nevertheless"— -» 

<< Nevertheless, we must leave the Lord 
» Keeper to his repose in this poor chamber 
of ours," said the Master of Ravenswood> 
interrupting his talkative domestic, who im« 
mediately turning to the door-way, with a 
profound reverence^ prepared to whar his 
master from the secret chamber. 

But the Lord Keeper prevented his host's 
departure.—^ I have but ooe word to say 
to the Master of Ravenswood, Mr Caleb, 
and 1 fiiucy he wiU excuse your waitiAg." 
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With a second leiperaocef lower than the 
former, Caleb wittidiew— and his master 
stood motkmlesst expectii^^ with consider- 
skih embarrassmentf what was to dose the 
events of a day fraught with unexpected 
incidents. 

^ » Master of Ravenswood^'' said Sir VfH- 
Itam Ashtonp with some embarrassment, 
<< I hope you underrtand the Cbristtan law 
too wen to suffbr the sun to set upon your 
anger ?" 

. The Master blushed^ and replied, ^ He 
had no occasiim that evening to exercise 
the duty enjoined upon him by his Chris- 
tian faith." 

<< I should have thought otherwise,'' said 
Ins guest, <* coimdiering the various sub- 
jects of dilute and htigation whi<^ have 
unhappily occurred mae frequently than 
was desirable or necessary betwixt the late 
boncNirabla lord, your fsrther , and myself." 
^* I could wish, my lord," said Ravens- 
wood, agitated by suppressed emotion, 
** that reference to these circumstances 
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should be made ^y i^fhere raider tlian 
under my father's roof." 

" I should have fdt the delicacy of thi* 
appeal at another time*'* said Sir William 
Ashton, " but now I must proceed with 
what I meant to say. — I have suflPer^ too 
xQucb in my own mind from the false deli- 
cacy which^ prevented my soliciting with 
earneotnesd, what indeed I frequently re- 
quested, a personal communing with your 
father — ^much distress of mind to him and 
to me inight have been prevented." 

** It is true," said Ravenswood, after a 
moment's reflection ; <' I have heard my fa- 
ther say your lordship had proposed a per- 
sonal iaterview." 

*^ Proposed, my dear Master ? I did in^ 
deed propose it, but I ought to haive beg- 
ged, entreated, beseedhed it I ought to 
have torn away the veil which interested 
persons had stretched betwiict us, and shewn 
myself as I was, willing to sacrifice a consi- 
derable part even of my legal rights in or- 
der to conciliate feelings* so natural as his ^ 
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mu&t be allowed to have been. Let me say 
for myself^ my young friend , for so I wiU 
pall yotty that bad your father and I speot 
the same time together which my good for* 
tune has allowed me to-day to pass in your 
compaDy, it is possible the land might yet 
have enjoyed one of the most respectable 
of its ancient nobilityt and I should have 
been spared the pain of parting in enmity 
frcMoa a person whose general character I so 
much admired and honouted." 

He put his handkerchief to his eyes* 
Ravenswood also was moved, but awaited 
in silence the progress of this extraordi- 
nary communication. 

** It is necessary/' continued the Lord 
Keeper, ** and proper that you should un- 
derstand, that there have been many points 
betwixt US5 in which, although I judged it 
proper that there should be an exact ascer* 
tainment of my legal rights by the decree 
of a court of justice, yet it was never my 
intention to press them beyond the verge 
of equity.'' 


.m ^ r»«i'l— ' 
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^ My lordy" said tke Matter of Raveiis^ 
wood, <* it is unnecessary to pursue this 
topic farther. What the law* will give you; 
or has given you^ you enjoy--H>r you shall 
mjoy ; neither my father^ nor I myself, 
would have received any ik^oeg oH the foot^ 
ing of favour.'' 

^Favour ?— ^no-^you misunderstand tne,*^ 
resumed the Keeper ; '^ or rather you are 
no lawyer. « A right may be good itii law, 
and ascertained to be so^ winch yet af mai^ 
oi honour may not m every case C£&re to 
avail himself oft" 

«« I am sorry for it, my-lord,'^ said the 
Master* 

" Nay, nay,** retorted his guest, «* you 
speak like a young counsellor ; your spirit 
goes bcfWe your wit. There are many 
things still open for dieeision betwixt us. 
Gan you blame me, an old man desijscrusi 
of peace, and in the eafitie of a young no- 
bleman who has saved my daughter's life 
and my own, that I am desirous, anxiously 
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desirous, that these should be settled on 
the most liberal principle ?^ 

The old man kept fast hold of the Mas- 
ter's passive hand as he spoke, and made it. 
impossible for him, be his predetermination 
what it would, to return any other than ai^ 
acquiescent reply ; and wishing his guest 
good mght, he postponed farther confer- 
ence until the next morning. 

Ravenswood hurried into the hall where 
he was to spend the night, and for a time 
traversed its pavement with a disordered 
and rapid pace* His mortal foe was ui>- 
der his roof, yet his sentiments towards 
him were neither those of a feuddi enemy 
nor of a true Christian. He felt as if he 
could neither forgive him in the one cha- 
racter, or follow forth his vengeance in the 
other, but that he was making a base and 
dishonourable composition betwixt his re- 
sentment against the father and his afleo- 
tion for the daughter. He cursed himself, 
as he hurrij|Rl to and fro in the pale moon- 
isght, and more ruddy gleams of the ezpi- 
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ring' wood- fire- He threw open and shtft 
the latticed windows with violence, as if 
alike impatient of the admission and eKclu- 
sion of free aif. At length, however, the 
torrent of passion foamed off its madness, 
and he threw himself into the chair, which 
he proposed as his place of repose for the 
night. 

** If, in reality,"— such were the calmer 
thoughts that followed the first tempest of 
his passion—-** If, in reality, this man de- 
sires no more than the law allows him^ — 
if he is willing to adjust even his acknow* 
ledged rights upon an equitable footing, 
what could be my father's cause of comr 
plaint ?-— what is mine ?— Those from whom 
we won our ancient possessions fell under 
the sword of my ancestors, and left lands 
and livings to the conquerors j we. sink 
under the force of the law, now too power- 
ful for the Scottish chivalry. Let us parley 
.with the victors of the day, as if we had 
been besieged in our fortress and without 
hope of rdief. This man amy be other 
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than I have thought him ; and his daugh- 
ter — but I have resolved not to think upon 
her." 

He ^rapt his cloak around him, fell 
asleep, and dreamed of Lucy Ashton till 
day-light gleamed through the lattic6s» 


> * 
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CHAPTER m 


We worldly men, when we see friends and kinimeB 
Pest liope sunk in their fortunes, lend no hand 
To lift them lip, but rather set' our feet 
Upon their heads to press them to the bottom, 
As I must yield with you I practoed it ; 
But now I see you in a way to rise, 
I can and will assist you,— — , 

New Way to Pay Old DOis: 


The Lord Keeper carried with him to a 
couch, harder than he was aecustomed to 
stretch himself upon, the same ambitious 
thoughts and political perplexities, which 
drive sleep from the softest down that ever 
spread a bed of state. He had sailed long 
enough amid the contending tides and cur-^ 
rents of the time to be sensible of their 
peril, and of the necessity of trimming his 
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"v^sel to the prevailing wind, if he would 
have her escape shipwreck in the storm. 
The nature of his talents, and the ttmo- 
rousness of disposition connected with 
them, had made him assume the pliabilitj 
of the versatile eld Earl of Northampton^ 
who e](plaiqed the art by which he kept 
his ground during all the changes of states 
firom the reign of Henry VIII* to that of 
EUzabeth, by the frank avowal, that he was 
bora of the willow, not of the oak. It had 
accordingly been Sir William Ashton's pop 
licy on all occasions to watch the changed 
in the political horizon, and, ere yet the 
conflict was decided, to negociate some in* 
terest for faims^ with the party most likely 
to prove irictorious. His time-serving dis« 
position was well known, and excited the 
contempt of the more danng leaders of 
both factions in the state. But his talents 
were of a useful and p-actical kind, and 
his legal knowledge held in high estima- 
tion i and they so far counter-balanced oth^ 
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deficiencies, diait those in power were glad 
to use and to reward, though without trust- 
ing or respecting him. 

The Marquis of A ■ had used his ut- 
most influence to effect a change in the 
Scottish cabinet, and Jiis schemes had been 
of late so well laid and so ably supported, 
that there appeared a very great chance of 
his proving ultimately successful. He did 
not, however^ feel so strong or so confident as 
to neglect any means of drawing recruits to 
his standard. The acquisition of the Lord 
Keeper was deemed of some, importance, 
and a friend, perfectly acquainted with his 
circumstances and character, became re- 
sponsible for his political conversion. 

When this gentleman arrived at Ravens* 
wood Castle upon a visit, the real purpose 
of which was disguised under general cour- 
tesy, he found the prevailing fear, which at 
present beset the Lord Keeper, was that of 
danger to his own person from the Master 
of Ravens wood. The language which the 
blind sybil, old Alice, had used } the sud* 
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den appearance of the Master armed, and 
within his precincts, immediately after he 
had been warned against danger from him ; 
the cold sAid haughty return received in 
exchange for the acknowledgments with 
which he loaded him for his timely protec- 
tion, had all made a strong impression oh 
his imagination. 

So soon as the Marquises political agent 
found how the wind sate^ he began to insi- 
nuate fears and doubts of another kind, ' 
scarce less calculated to affect the Lord 
Keeper. He enquired with seeming inter- 
est, whether the proceedings iti Sir Wil- 
liam's complicated litigation with the Ra- 
venswood family was out of court, and set- 
tled without the possibility of appeal ? The 
Lord Keeper answered in the affirmative ; 
but his interrogator was too well informed 
to be imposed upon. He pointed out to 
him, by unanswerable arguments, that some 
of the most important points which had 
been decided in his favour against the 
House of Kavenswood, were liable to be 
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reviewed by the Estates of the Kingdom, 
i. e. by the Scottish Parliament, upon an 
appeal by the party injured, or, as it was 
technically termed, <« a protestation for re* 
meid in law.'' 

The Lord Keeper, after be had for some 
time disputed the legality of such a pro* 
ceeding, was compelled, at length, to com* 
fort himself with the improbability of the 
young Master of Ravens wood finding friends 
in parliament, capable of stirring in so 
weighty an affair. 

^< Do not comfort yourself with that false 
hope,** said his wily friend j *♦ it is possible, 
that in the Kiext session of parliament, young 
Ravenswood may find more friends and fa- 
vour even than your lordship." 

^* That would be a sight worth seeing^" 
said the Keeper scornfully. 

<^ And yet," said his friend, ^^ such things 
have been seen ere now, and in our own 
time. There are many at the head of af- 
fairs even now, that a few years ago were 
under hiding for their lives j and many a 
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man dining on plate of silver, that was fain 
to eat his crowdy without a bicker ; and 
many a high head has been brought full 
low among us in as short a space. Scott 
of Scotstar vet's ^ Staggering State of Scots 
Statesmen*' of which curicms niemoir }^ou 
shewed me a manuscript, has been out- 
staggered in our time." 

The Lord Keeper answered with a deep 
sigh, *« that these mutations were no new 
sights in Scotland, and had b^en witnessed 
long before the time of the satirical authqr 
he had quoted. It was many a h>ng year,** 
he said, ** since Fordun had quoted, as an 
ancient proverb, ^ neque dives^ neqtie fords, 
^ed nee sapiens ScotiLSt pnedominante mrj- 
diUy diu dur(dnt in terra.^^ 

<< And be assured, my esteemed friend," 
was the answer, ** that.even your long ser- 
vices to the state, or deep legal knowledge, 
will not save you, or render your estate 
stable, if the Marquis of A comes in 
with a parHament according to his wiOt 

TOL* IL B 
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You know that the deceasied Lord BkaVef»- 
^ood ' wtrs*his*iiear alfy> \m lady being fifth 
^in descent from the Knight of Tillibardine^ 
and I am well assured that he will take 
young Ravenswood by the-liand, and be 
his very go6ff %rd 'atwl kinsnfm. Why 
should he not ?-^he is uti'ictiVe and ^Mrrtog 
young fellow, able to hel{> himself with 
tongue and hands; and it issueh as he 
tliat find friends amotig their kindredt' and 
fidt those ^ttiiamied and tioable Mef^hebo- 
ahetfas^ that are sute to tK^ a >burthdn to 
every ohe that takes^ them up. And no^ i£ 
these Ravenswood cases be called over the 
coals in patliament, yoa' WHI find that the 
■Jlargfuls' will have a «ow^ pludk liHth 
you.** 

»« That would T>e an evil »^tiitaa>'' isid 
the LoM Keeper, «• for^mylorig^ services to 
the st&te; and the ancient t^ect iii'#M^ 
I have hdd his Ibi^slnp^sf hotfolm^ble faiiri-^ 
ly and pewon.'* 

^' Aye/ but,* rejoined ishe agent ^^f die 
Itf arquis, << it is in vain to look back on 
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.«|NMt iwivice aad^auld mspect, » my Jard-^t 

>wiU be preaeot aerviceand immtdiate; proirfs 

of tftgardt whieb» in these aliddei^y iimoii 

will be eiyM»led by asnan lake dy AKfr- 

The XfordrKefspeMKHT aaw Ae fiili drift 
;of fats frieud'staigumawtt 4Mit h^ waa.tQO 
icaotiotts^to retoifB a9y,poaitiv0ramwfir« 

^< HeNkaeivaatt" heaaidy 'VihewiemQe 
vwliicli ^'liordManiiiiaQoidd asKpact £umb 
.Mie ef ms JMmad^abuitiGSr tbpt bad^ooLa}* 
vwi^s fttood rat his .^i|iiQaad» still javigg 
r^Mod^ceaemiigi bis4ii|y to his long and couii* 
vtiy/' . 

: Hayiog:4iisB said 90tbiiig>^whilebe[seeiii- 
•• edi to ssy^every itbiBgt &!! Ibe exc^iiaa mm 
.jadicttlated tD>«overwhat6verhe ougbt.af^ 
terwardstitbink proper Aa bripg^ tiader it, 
.StrWiUkm. Asbtoii.cbaiig|Dd tbeooaver^a- 
1 tion^ Aor 4id he «gain) ^rmit it to ba inti)Q* 
rdiseed. . Hia^guasfc d^arted^ifirithout having 
.JbcoHght the< wUy old statesman tlie. length 
-^ ^mnittii^hiinsdU^i • or. of ple^lgijjig^ him- 
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self to any future line of conduct, bat 
the certainty that he had alarmed his fears 
in a most sensible point, and laid a founda« 
tion for fbture and farther treaty. 

When he rendered an account of his ne« 
gociation to the Marquis, they both agreed 
that the Keeper ought not to be permitted 
to relapse into security, and that he should 
be plied with new subjects of alarm, espe- 
cially during the absence of his lady. They 
were wdl awaye thait her proud, vindictive, 
and predominating spirit, would be likely 
to supply him with the courage in which he 
was deficient^-^that she was immovably 
attached to the party bow in power, with 
whom she maintained a close correspond-* 
ence and alliance, and that she hated, 
without fearing, the R^venswood family, 
whose more an<uent dignity threw discre- 
dit on the newly acquired grandeur of her 
husband, tonuch a degree that she would 
have periled the interest of her own bous^ 
to have the prospect of altogether crushing 
thafc of hec eaemy^ 
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« ^^ 

f But Lady Asbton was now absent. The 
business which had long detained her in 
Edinburgh, had afterwards induced her to 
travel to London, not without the hope 
that she might contribute her share to dis- 
concert the intrigues of the Marquis at^ 
court, for she stood high in favour with 
the celebrated Sarah, Duchess of Marlbo* 
rough, to whom, in point of character, she 
bore considerable resemblance. It was ne^ 
oessary to press her husband hard bef6re 
her return ; and, as a preparatory step, 
the Marquis wrote to the Master of Ra- 
yenswood the letter which we retiearsed 
in a former chapter. It was cautiously 
worded, so as- to leave it in the power of 
the writer hereafter to take as deep, or as 
slight an ipterest in the fortunes of biiB 
kinsman, as the progress of his own schemes 
might require. But however unwilling, as 
a statesman, the Marquis might be to com- 
mit himself, or assume the character of a 
patf on, while be had nothing to give away, 
it must be said to his honour, that he fiek 


so tACB&'ClP'ttt L'AKMOitm 

a'stfong' incHnatioff effeclxn^fy tbbeffieiid 
tfie Mkstei'oiPR&vetiswood; afi^weH^astouse 
bis name as a means'of aiaraiiflg tHe terrora 
off the Lord' Keeper. 

As th6^ messengei* who carried this tetter 
was to pffiss near the hmise of^the Lord^ 
Keeper^ he had it in dlrectioR^ that- in tile' 
^tage adjoining t6 the park- gate ^ the" 
castle, his horse should lose* a sKoe^ tnd- 
that, while it was r^^placed by> thfe smiths of ' 
the place, he should express the* utmofil^ 
regret for the necessary los^^of tinaei aiid^ 
in the vehemence of his impattence, gi^e* 
it t» be understood, tbsrt fae was bearing » 

ntei^sfige from the Marqnisof A ■ to^ 

the Master of Raren^wood, upon a< matter 
of life and deatb; 

This news^ witbexaggerati^nasi was spee^^^ 
dily carried from various quaiters ti» the* 
ears tof the Lord Keeper, and each reporter 
dwelt upon the extreme impattienee of the 
courier, arnd the surprising shoft tiine in 
whseh be had executed his jeorney.. Tbe 
Mrxioos sMtetiMn beard iir mUmct^} bot i» 


priirate Locjclwd reccdv^. ordjsrs to wirteh 
tbe CQui^ef on. bis retujcD^ to w^y-lay hiq^ 
in the village, to ply bim with %aor if 
possible, and to use all m(sans» fair or foul^ 
to l«iwi the^caiMtei^ (^ti^ i^ttec of which 
1^ WM t^ b^s^er* But as- this plot had 
b0«« fecesASOy tbe. m^tacug^ returqed by 
a^dj^BEtPjenftaz^ djatai^ roa4» and thus ea- 
CApfid tNl snm-Q tl)4t w^a laid, for hiipfi. 
A^^. he bs^ b^csfi iu v^ expected for 

8M9e* ^m9yr ^^ I)AOg^l^ ' ^ orders to^ 
make eapf ci|^ enqukj a/poiig his clieotsof^ 
T9^£^i|*b€|^: whether ^n^ a doi^s^c be- 
Iwo^mgtff the MfB^qffiA of Arr-r-. ^f d. ^* 
tmUy ao^ieedi al^ t^^ neighbouriog ci|st|e. 
l(k» w» ^sily ai|Gertj^ued ; for CMeb ba^- 
fa^ea in the village one mpming by five 
o'ldlQcky to. borrow <* l^wa cbappins of ale 
ai»4 % kipiHar^ fof l^e qiessengfir's refresh- 
mmU and the pq^jr .fellow had been ill for 
tww^-fipjuif hours at Luckie Sau^'trash's^ 
in ccKHsequ^pi^ of dining upon «< saut.sao* 
moo and sopr dsinju'' So that the exist- 
mo^ of a^ 4^rrjssppi|idence betwixt the Mar* 
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qtiis and his distressed kinsman, whicft 
William Ashton had sometimes treated afe^ 
a bugbear, was proved beyond the possi^ 
bility of further doubt. 

■ The abrm of the Lord Keeper became 
very serious. Since the Claim of Right, the 
power of appealing from the decisions of 
the civil court to the estates of parliament, 
which had formerly been held incompe* 
tent, had in many instances been claimed, 
and in some allowed, and he had no small 
reason to apprehend the issue, if the Scot- 
tish paritament should be disposed to act 
upon the protestation of the Master of 
Ravenswood " for remeid in law." It 
would resolve into an equitable claim, and 
be decided, perhaps, upon the broad pritK. 
ciples of justice, which were not quite so 
favourable to the Lord Keeper as those* 
of strict law. Meanwhile, every report 
which reached him served to render the 
success of the Marquis's intrigues the more 
probable, and the Lord Keeper began to 
think it indispensiUe, that he should look 
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« 

,i?0t|iid fyt soiae kind of protection aguast 

j^ie cowtog storm. The timidity of his 

te;mper induced him to adqpt measures of 

compromise and cQDciUation. The affiiir 

4»f the wild bull, properly Baanaged, mighty 

,he thought, be made to facilitate a per- 

450iial commupication and reconciliatioo 

betwixt the Master and himself. He would 

^t^ben learn, if possible, what his own ideas 

. were of thie extent of his rights, and the 

J means of enforcing them } and perhaps mat- 

,ters mjght be broi^ht to a compromise, 

where one party was wealthy, and the other 

so very poor. A reconciliation with Ravens 

/frood was likely to give him an* opportunity 

to play his own game with the Mar%uis o£ 

A-«— — • ^ And bemdes," said he to him« 

f se^, ^* it will be^ an act of generosity to 

.ir^ise up the heir of this distressed family ; 

, aod if he is to be warmly and effectually 

befriended by the new government, who 

knows but my virtue may prove its own 

.reward?" 

., Thils thought. Sir Wiiaan) Aahtoni c9« 

b2 


^ '«Krrt' 


\ 
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teting with no^nusnal sdf-dkteskm his ia^ 
texenitd' views with a hue of virtue ; mA 
having^attttned this point, his fkncy strayed 
•till fisher. He began to bethink himself, 
^ that if Ravenswood was to have a dt9ti» 
giiished place oP power and^ trust — ^and V 
such a union would sopite the heavier part 
Of his unadjusted claims-— there might be 
worse matches fbr his daughter Lucy-Mlie 
Ifiaster might be reponed against the at* 
tainder-^Lord' Ravenswood was an ancient 
title, and the alliance would, in some mea- 
ft3re» legitimate his own possession of the 
greater part of the Miast^r's spoils, and 
make t^e surnender €f the rest a subject 
ti less bitter regret.** 

With these mingled and* multifarious 
f)lai!i8 occupy ing his head, the Lord Keeper 
availed himself of my ILord Bitttebrain^ re- 
peated ittvitiAiofl to his residefic#, and thus 
came witiiiii a very few mifes of WolPs Crag. 
Here he found the lord of the mansion al)* 
sent, but was courteously received by the 
tedy^ wfto^ ejtfected her hiiGribNttd'a immedi- 


•^1 
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afteiretufii* She expressed her particid8rde» 
l|^t at aeeUig Miss Asbtoo» and appointed 
the ii^inds to be taken out for the Lord 
Kec^er^s special aowaement. lie readUy. 
TOlered iiito the propoaalt as living him aa 
iQpportunity to reconnoitre WolTs Qt^^ 
bbA, pevbaps to make some acquaintanoe 
with, the Qwner^ if he should be tempteA 
fmm His. deapl^te manaipn by the chase* 
Xioc^khard had his orders to endeavour on 
his part to. midce some acquaintance with 
^he tnmai^es of the castle, and we have seen 
how . he played his part. 

Th# acpidentaif stocm did more to fur« 
tk^r the Lord Keepier's plan of forming a 
personal acquaintance with young RavenA» 
wood^ than bi^ tn^ sanguine expectations 
^uid have ^liicipated. His feai? oi' the 
young nobleman's personal seseptiaent had 
greatly decreased^ sinc^ he con^dered bioi 
as formidiable firofn his legal claims^ and 
tiie means he might have of enforcing 
' them, fiut although be thought, ncH uo- 
f9mo9fi^9 th^ <nMy def»peca(e etrcuffin 
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stences drove men on desperate mesN 
sures, it waa not witkoat a secret terror^ 
v^hich shook his heart within him^ that he 
&*st felt himself enclosed within the deso^ 
late tower of Wolf's Crag ; .« place so weU' 
fitted, from solif;ude and strength, to be e^ 
sc^n^ of violence and Vengeance. The 
stem reception at first given to them by 
the Master of Ravenswood, and the diffi*- 
culty he fek in explaining to that injured 
nobleman what guests were under the shel- 
ter of his roof^ did not sooth these alarme ; 
so that when Sir William Ashton heard the 
door of the court-yard shut behind him with 
viQlence, the words of Alice rung in \m 
ears, « that he had drawn on natters too 
hardly with so fierce a raee as those of Ra^ 
venswood, and that they would bide th^ 
time" to be avenged.'^ 

The spbsequent frankness of the Mas- 
ter's hospitality, as their acquaintance in^ 
creased, abated the apprehensions these re^ 
collections were calculated to excite f and * 
it 4id not escape Sir William Ashton,, that 


_ ». 
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it v^LS to Lucy's grace and beauty^ he 
the change in their hosf s behaviour. 

All these thoughts thronged upon ' him 
when he toc^ possession of the secret 
cfaambtr. The iron lamp, the unfurnished 
apartment, more resembling a prison than 
a place of ordinary repose^ the hoarse and 
ceaseless sound of the waves rushing against 
the base of the rock on which the castle 
was ibundedy saddened and perf^exed his 
mind. To his own successful machina* 
tions, tiie ruin of the family had been in a 
great measure owing, but his disposition 
was crafty and not cruel ; so that actually^ 
to witness the desolation and distress he had 
himself occasioned, was as painful to him 
as it would be to the humah6 misfress^of a 
fisinrily to superintend in person the execution 
cf the lambs and poultry which are killed 
by her own directions. At the same time^ 
when he tliought of the alternative, of re- 
storing to Ravenswood a large proportion 
of his spoils, or of adopting, as an ally 
and member of his own family, the heir of 
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t&is impoverished horne^ he fdt as the. 
spider may be supposed to do^ when biik 
ivhole web, the intricacies of which had 
been planned with so much art, is de- 
stroyed by the chance sweep of a broom* 
And tben^ if he ^ould commit himself too. 
far in this matter, it gave rise to a perilous 
question, which many a good husband,, 
when under temptation to act as a free, 
^ent, has asked himself without being 
able to return a satisfiictory answer } ^ What 
will my wife— i> what will Lady Ash ton say V 
On the whole* he came at length to the re- 
solution in which minds of a weaker cast s^ 
(kften take redige* He resolved to waitdt 
events, to take advantage of circiftmstasicea 
as they occurred, and regulate his coiiduofe 
accotdtogly. In this spirit of temporiziag 
policy, he at length couipoeed his mind to 
lest 
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CHAPTER IL 


* A aVght note rhav»aboal me ibr jrou^ tor tlie ddhwy of 

which you must excuse me. It is an offer that friendship 
calls upon me to do, and no way offensive to you, since I do> 
itre mithiog but n^ upon bonit sideaf' 

•^W^Bj l^^Vv pPV 4^^^^m9 


WwkE» Rav«D»vood and his gaest met 
is the morning, the glooai of the Maater's 
fpmt had ki part re^wned. He, also, had 
passed* a nigfat ratdbec of flection than of 
ahimber ; and the feeliaga which he cmild 
ttot but aitertain towards Lucy Ashto% 
had to support a serere conflict against 
those which he had so long nourished 
against her father. To clasp in friendship 
the hand of the enemy of his house, to en* 
tertain him under his roof^^ to exchange 
with him the court^es and the kindneai 


of domestic familiarity* was a deigrada^oii> 
which his proud spirit could not be bf^nt. 
to without a struggle. ^ 

But the ice being once broken, the Lord 
Keeper was resolved it should not have time 
again to freeze. It had been part of his 
plan to stun and confuse Ravenswood's 
ideas* by a complicated and technical 
statement of the matters which had been 
in diebate betwixt their families^ justly 
tinnking it would be difficult for a youth 
of his age to follow the expositions of 
a- practical lawyer^ cooccrnkig SLotimm of 
ipompt and feckoniog, and <^ mukap]jt« 
poifulings* and a4l^^<^^o>^ ^^ wadsets 
^oper and improper, and poindiii|;s of tbe 
groun^ and declamtions of expiry of the 
^gaL Thus* thought Sir WilUam* I shaJH 
bave all the grace of appMriag* perfectly 
jpommuiucativ^ while my party wiU dci^ 
Mve v^y Uttle advantage from any thing 
i may tell him. He therefore tod^ Ra- 
venswoed aside; into l^e deep reeess (^ a 
window in the hall^ and resumiirg the dis- 


course of the pfeceding eveiiiiig» expressed 
a hope that hiis young fiieod would assume 
some patience^ in order to hear him entier 
into a minate and explanatory detail of 
those anfertunate oirciunstances, in which 
Us late honourable father had stood at va- 
riance with the Lord Keeper. The Mas- 
ter of Ravenswood cdburKft highly, but 
was silent ; and the Lord Keeper^ though 
not greatly approving the sudden height 
ening of his auditor's completion, coip- 
menced the history of a bond for twenty 
thousand marks^ advanced by his father to 
the fatl^r o£ Allan Lord Kavenswood, aod 
.was proceeding to detail the exeeutori^ 
proceedings by which this large sum hfA 
been rendered a d^iiwmjkndi, when he 
was interrupted by the Master* 

^ It is not intUs plaee," he saidi '^ ihaA 
I clan bear Sir Williaim Afi^lw^'s expb^nn^ 
tiQii> of the matters in i]^estk>n bet^^eeil 
us^ It is not. bere» where my &tber died 
of a brokea heart, that l.can wkh decenoy 


4t tAiiM dr^MT ikAwmomm 

<tf tenipcMr inyestigirte the esqseofhkdiiry 
tFe§84 I might remember thi^ I was a 8qd^. 
aiid'fbiiget the doties^ ei a* host. A tinMt^ 
however, there maat oome» wbco thoiO. 
things shaltbe dltemsed m a place and ia^ 
a preienee where both of us will have equali 
freedom to speak and to hear/* . 

•^ Any time,'' the Lord Keeper saidt. 
^' any place* was alike to those who soag^fe 
nothing but justice. Yet it would seem he: 
was, in fhimess, entided to some preaii»L>. 
tion respecting the grounds upon whseli 
the Master proposed to impugn the iriMdo. 
train of legal proceediiigs» which had. beeiL 
sd well and ripely advised in the only oeurtik 
Goiiipetent*'^ 

^^ Sir WlHiam Ashton,** answered the. 
Master with warmth, *^ the lands which. 
j^tt now occupy were granted to my re- 
mote ancestor for services done with hit. 
sword against the Bnglish invaders. Ham, 
Aej have glided from us by a tram of pro» 
^eeedings that seem to be neilher saky nor 
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MMtga^e, nw^judication finr debt, but a. 
non-dofioript and entangled mixtope of all: 
t\mm rights-^how amiual-rent has been 
aecraantfaLted uponr principal, and no nook 
oTfCoign o^legal advanuge'lefib unocenpied^ 
^nttlourinterestinour hereditary proper*, 
tj^ffieems to have melted away like an icicle^ 
in thaw'-v-idl this you understand better 
than I do^ X am wtUii^, however, to sup- 
piise,. frma the frankness of yoar conduct 
tUMwrds* mei that I loay in a gMat measure^ 
have mistaken your character, and that, 
tbii^ may have appeared ri^t and fittii^> 
tiiiy^, a^skfifotand practised lawyer, whicb* 
tasmgp ignorant uadersts^idi^ seem very:« 
little short of injustice and gros$ oppres-^ 

<< And you, a^ dfear Master,** aoswefed? 
SKr Wiiliatt^ ^*you, pctmit me tasay, have? 
be^ ^equally tnisFepreeented ' to me. I waa^ 
taught to believe you a fierce, iadperioiis* • 
bet-headed! youth, wady, at the sl%htesi» 
pimrooalion, to throw yoi» aword into Ikk 
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scales of jastice, and to appeal to those 
rude and forcible measures from which ci- 
vil polity has long protected the people of 
Scotland. Then, since we were mutuidly 
mistaken in each other, why should not the 
young nobleman be willing to listen to the 
old lawyer, while, at least, he explains the 
poit^ts of difference betwixt them ?" 
. «*No, my lord,** answered Ravenswood; 
^%it 13 in the Estates of the nation, in the 
supreme Court of Parliament, that we must 
parley together. The belted lords and 
knights of Scotland, her ancient peers and 
baronage, must decide, if it is their will that 
a house, not the least noble of their mem- 
bers, shall be stripped of their possessions, 
the reward of the patriotism of generations, 
IMS the pawn of a wretched mechanic be- 
comes forfeit to the usurer the instant the 
hour of redemption has passed away. If 
they yield to the grasping severity of the 
creditor^ and to the gnawing usury that 
Mts into our lands as moths into raimeat^ 
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it will be of more evil consequence to them 
and their posterity than to Norman Ravens- 
wood — I shall still have my sword and my 
cloak, andean follow the profession of arms 
wherever a trumpet shall sound.'^ 

As he pronounced these words, in a firm 
yet melancholy tone» he raised his eyes, and 
auddenly encountered those of Lucy Ash- 
ton, who had stolen unawares on tb^hr. in- 
terview, and observed her looks fastened 
on them with an expression of enthusiastic 
interest and admiration, which had rapt her 
for the moment beycHid the fear of disco- 
very. The noble form and fine features of 
tlavenswood, fired with the pride of birth 
and sense of internal dignity--*the mellow 
and expressive tones of his voice, the deso- 
late state of his fortunes, and the indiffer- 
ence with which he seemed to endure and to 
dare the worst that might befall, rendered 
him a dangerous object of contemplation 
for a maiden already too much disposed to 
dw^il upon recoUections owaested wi(l^ 
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fiiim. When their tyts^ eneMOiteBed rMeh 
^other» botb blushed de^fAy^ ^^MMeious of 
^iome strong internal emtttieii^ittid shimiiid 
mgein to meet each othet^s look. 

Sir William Ashton had^^of^coursei dose- 
ly watdhed the «3^eMoni of their counte- 
!1»DC^ ^ I need feair/' thoia^t te )to 
Jiimselfy << neither * PiHfliaMmt nor/proteiia- 
•^n{,I have ai^/iifecttiah mode of recoaei- 
iiBg myself 'with this . h«^empered ytmrng 
^}low, in case lie ^riiaU lueoame* formidable, 
-^e present/dbgeet is, afe-all events, to avoid 
"committiog oniaelves^ Thehonk is fixed; 
mt vfUl not strstin the line too eoon-^it ia^as 
«%eH to reserve the privilcfpe .of < ritppingi tt 
loose, if wedo notfindithefisbTimth land- 

inithismelfish aard ornel ealctdalaeiii upon 
clftie supposed > attachment bf iRauetisrwefld 
^itaLucy, be-was so far fram oonsidering'/tke 
xyainihe m%ht ^ve to the formec, ^ by ^hns 
<4aliyii^ ^tLhis aifectioii8,i that the^did wit 
^venl4itnk^ill{lon tfae^iistof mni»it^M$ 
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-mim dmvif^et in the perils of an imfor* 
ttkoBte passion; as if her prediiectioo» 
wfaic^ could not escape his attention, were 
like the flame of a taper, which might be 
l^tited or extingindied at. {Measure. . But 
'Providence faadprepared adreadAil reqiu- 
'tal ibr this keen observer of human pas- 
aioM, who had ap^it his We in securing 
advantages to himself by artful^ working 
spon the passiens of others. . 

Caleb Balder^one now came to announce 
^dntt breakfaftt was pn^ared ; for in those 
days of stidratantkl feeding, the reUques 0f 
•die anpper amply Aarnvshed' forth the«aora- 
idg meal. Neither did ke > Ibi^et - to ^pi^ 
M&nt to tiie Lord Keeper, with great reve*^ 
Tenee, a mornkig^&nfught ina Isige; pewter 
eup, 'gamidhi6d?widi leaves- of pandb^yand 
scurvy-grass. He craved pard(00i' of coamtb 
for havwig omkled t& aerve it in the. great 
aSver standing eup as behoved, ^ being thift 
<tt was at^preseiit in a sBversmU^'s in Edin^ 
rlwfgb, floor the parpese of being 
with gilt. 


^ 
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*< In Edinburgh sure enough/' said Ba« 
venswood ; ^< but in what place, or for 
what purpose, I am afraid neither you nor 
I know/' 

*« Aweel 1" said Cateb peevishly, " there's 
a man standing at t^e gate already this 
morning — that's ae thing that I ken — Does 
your honour ken whether ye will speak wi' 
him or no ?" '^ 

^^ Does he wish to speak with m^ Qi- 
leb ?" 

^ Less wili no serve him," said Caleb; 
** but ye had best take a visie of him 
through the wicket before opening the 
gate— -its no every ane we suld let into this 
castle." 

^^ What ! do you suppose him to be a 
messenger come to ^rest me for debt?^ 
aaid Ravenswood. 

^< A messenger arre^ your honour for 
debt, and in your Castle of Wolf's Crag ! — 
Your honour is jeasting wi' auld Caleb ilm 
morning." However, he whispered in bm 
ear as he followed him out, ^^ I would be 
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loth to do ony decent man a prejudice in 
your honour's gude opinion ; but I wad take 
twa looks of that chield before I let hitn 
ivithin these waUs.** 

He was not an officer of the law, however ; 
l}eing no less a person than Captain Craigen* 
geltt with his nose as red as a comfortable 
cup of brandy could make it» bis laced 
cocked-hat set a little aside upon the top 
of his black riding periwig, a sword by his 
side, and pistols at his holsters^ and his per. 
fion arrayed in a riding suit, laid over with 
tarnished lace, — ^the very moral of one who 
would say, Stand, to a tru6 man. 

When the Master had tecognizied him, he 
ordered the gates to be opened. ** I sup- 
pose,'' he said, << Captain Craigengelt, there 
^e no such weighty matters betwixt you 
and me, but what may be discussed in this 
[^acet I have company in the castle at pre- 
sent, and the terms upon which we last 
parted must excuse my asking you to make 
part of them.** 

'^ TOL. II. C ' , . 
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Craigengelt, although possessing the very 
perfection of impudence, was somewhat 
abashed by this unfavourable reception. 
** He had no intention," he Said, •« to force 
himself upon the Master of Ravenswood's 
hospita1i1:y--^he was In the honourable ser- 
vice of bearing a message to him from a 
friend, otherwise the Master of Ravens wood 
should not have had reason to complain of 
this intrusion/* 

** Let it be short, sir," said the Master, 
•< for that will tie the best apology. Who 
is the gentleman who is so fortunate as to 
have your services as a messenger ?" 
« My friend Mr Hayston of Bucklaw," 
y^ answered Craigengelt, with conscious im* 

portance, and that confidence which the ac- 
knowledged courage of his principal inspi- 
Tetl,^^ who conceives himself to have been 

\ -treated by you with something much short 
of the respect which he had reason to de- 

. "znand^ and therefore is resolved to exact 
satisfaction. I bring with me,'' said he, 

; tOKing a p^iece of paper out of his pocket. 
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*< the precise length of iiis sword ; and he 
requests you wiU meet him, accompanied 
by a friend^ and equally armed, at any place 
within a mile of the Castle, when i shall 
give attendance as umpiipe or second on his 
behoof.^ 

<< Satisfaction-— and equal arms !* repeat- 
ed Ravenswood, who, the reader will re* 
collect, had no reason to suf^ose he had 
given the slightest offence to his 4ate in« 
mate — •* upon my word. Captain Graigen-* 
gelt, either you have invented the most im- 
probable falsehood that ever came into the 
mind of such a person, or your morning- 
draught has been somewhat of the strong- 
«6t. ' What could persuade Bucklaw to send 
me such a message ?" 

•« For that, sir," replied Craigengelt, « I 
am desireji to refer you to what, in duty 
to my friend, I am to term your inhospi- 
tality in excluding him from your house, 
without reasons assigned.^ ' 

« It is impossible,'' replied the Master | 
^ he cannot be such a fool as to interpret 


■^M^it^^tmrntm 
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actual necessity as an insult. Nor do I 
believe, that^ knowing <ny opinion of y ou^ 
captain, he would have employed the ser* 
vices of so slight and inconsiderable a per- 
son as yaurself upon such an errand, as I 
certainly could expect no man of honour 
to act with you in the office of umpire." 

<< I slight and inconsiderable !" said 
Ccaigengelt, raising his voice, and laying 
his hand on. his cutlass } *' if it were not 
that the quarrel of my friend craves the 
precedence, and is in dependence before 
my own, I would give you to underr 

stand" e 

^< I can understand nothing upon your 
explanation. Captain Craigengelt. Be satis- 
fied of that, and oblige me with your de- 
parture." 

" D-— n !" muttered the bully ; « and 
is this the answer which I am to carry back 
to an honourable message ?" 

*^ Tell the Laird of Bucklaw," answered 
Ravenswood, «* if you are really sent by 
him» that when he sends me his cause of 


J --rQi=>; 
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grievance by a person fitting to carry «uch 
an errand betwixt him and me^ I will ei-» 
ther expkun it or maintain it." 

^< Then, Master^ you will at least cause 
to be returned to Hayston, by my hands, 
his property which is remainiog in your 
poSSS^on." 

«« Whatever ]^^perty BucUaw may Have 
left bdimd him, sir," replied the Master, 
<< shall be Tetamed to him by my servMt^ 
as you do not shew me any credentials 
from him winch entitle you to receive if' 

^ Well, Master," said Captain Craigen^^ 
gelt, with' malice which even his fear of the 
consequences could not suppress; << you 
have; this rawning done me an egregious 
wrong and ^honour, but fiur more 'to 
yourself* A castle indeed ?" he continued^ 
looking around him ; *^ why this is worse 
than a cot^-gwge house, wh^e they re- 
ceive travellers to plunder them of their 
property." 

^^^ You insolent rascal," said the Master, 
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raigiiig his cane, and making a grasp at the 
captain's bridle, ^^ if you do not depart 
without uttering another syllable,. I will 
batoon you to death.** 

At the motion of the Master towards 
him, the bully turned so sharply round, 
that with some difficulty he es<;aped xhrAw- 
Ing down his horse, whose hoo& struck 
fire from the rocky pavement in every di* 
rection. Recovering him, however, with 
the bridle, he pushed for the gate^ and 
rode sharply back again in the direction of 
the village. 

As Ravenswood turned round ta leave 
ijie court-yard after this dialogue, he found 
that the Lord Keeper had descended from 
the hall, and witnessed, though at the dis- 
tance prescribed by politeness, his inter^* 
)riew with Craigengek. 
. <* I have seen," said the Lord Keeper, 
^ that gentleman's face, and at no great 
distance of time — his name is Craig-^^- 
Craig«-HSfomething, is it not ?*' 

« Craigengelt is the fellow's name," said 
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the Master, " at least that by which he 
passes at present." 

" Craig-in-guilt," said Caleb, punning 
upon the word crai^^ which in Scotch sig- 
nifies throat ; *' if he is Craig-in-guilt just 
now, he is as likely to be Craig-in-peril as 
ony chield I ever saw — the loon has woodie 
written on his very visnomy, and I wad 
wager twa and a plack that hemp plaits 
his cravat yet." 

** You understand physiognomy, good 
Mr Caleb," said the Keeper, smiling ; •• I 
assure you the gentleman has been near 
such a consummation before now — for I* 
most distinctly recollect, that, upon occa- 
sion of a journey which I made about a 
fortnight ago to Edinburgh, I saw Mr 
Craigengeit, or whatever is his name, un- 
dergo a severe examination before the 
Privy Council." 

*« Upon what account T said the Master 
of Ravenswood, with some interest. 

The question led immediately to a tale 
which the Lord Keeper had been very 


36 
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anxious to introduce, when he could find 
a graceful and fitting opportunity. He 
took hold of the Master's arm, and led him 
back towards the hall. ** The answer to 
your question,*' he said, " though it is a 
ridiculous business, is only fit for your own 
car.** 

As they entered the ball, he again took 
the Master apart into one of the recesses 
of the window, where it will be easily be- 
lieved that Miss Ashton did not venture 
again to intrude upon their conference* 


»« •• -Si 
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CHAPTER III. 


Here is a father now. 


Win truck his dai^hter for a foniffk YentON^ 
Make her the stop-gap to some cankered feiid» 
Or fling her o'er, like Jonah, to the fishes. 
To appease the sea at highest. 

Awmfffnoui* 

The Lord Keeper opened his communi- 
cation with an appearance of unconcern, 
marking, however, very carefully, the effect 
of his communication upon young Ravens* 
wood. 

" You are aware/' he said, «* my young 
ftiend, that suspicion is the natural vice of 
our unsettled times, and exposes the best 
and wisest of us to the imposition of art- 
ful rascals. If I had been disposed to lis- 
ten to such the other day, or even if I had 

c a 
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been the wily politician which you have 
been taught to believe me, you, Master of 
Ravenswood, instead of being at freedom, 
and with full liberty to solicit and act 
against me as you please, in defence of 
what you suppose to be your rights, would 
have been in the Castle of Edinburgh, or 
some other state prison j or, if yoii had es* 
caped that destiny, it must have been by 
flight to a foreign country, and at the risk 
of a sentence of fugitation." 

" My Lord Keeper," said the Master, 
.<* I think you would not jest on such a sub- 
ject — ^yet it seems impossible you can be in 
earnest.'* 

" Innocence," said the Lord Keeper, *< is 
also confident, and sometimes, though very 
excusably, presumptuously so." 

«« I do not understand," said Ravens- 
wood, **how a consciousness of innocence 
can be, in any case, accounted presumptu- 


ous." 


«* Imprudent, at least, it may be called,^ 
said Sir William Ashton, «« since it is apt 
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to lead us into the mistake of supposing 
that sufficlentlj evident to others, of which, 
in &ct, we are only conscious ourselves. I 
have known a rogue, for this very reason, 
make a better defence than an innocent man 
could have done in the same circumstances 
of suspicion. Having no consciousness of 
innocence to support him, such a fellow 
applies himself to all the advantages which 
the law will afiford him, and sometimes (if 
his counsel be men of talent,) succeeds in 
compeUing his judges to receive him as in- 
nocent. I remember the celebrated case 
of Sir Coolie Condiddle of Condiddle, who 
was tried for ^ theft: under trust, of which all 
the wosld knew him guilty^ and yet was 
Qot. only acquitted, but lived to sit in judg- 
ment on honester folks." 

** Allow me to beg you will return to 
the point,'.' said the Master ; ** you seemed 
to say that I had suffered under some sus- 
picion." 

<< Suspicion, Master? — ay, truly — and! 
can shew you the proofs of it ; if I happen' 

11 
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ODJIy to have them with me^^^Here^ Lock* 
bard" — His atteodant canie^»-<f Fetch me 
the little private mail with the padlocks^ 
that I recomn^nded to your particulw 
charge-^'ye hear ?" 

<* Yes, my lord." Lockhard vanished ; 
and the Keeper continued as if half speaks 
ing to himself. 

^< I think the psqpers are with me-~I 
think so, for as I was to be in tlus ccHmtry, 
it was natural for me to bring them with 
me. I have them, however, at Ranrena^ 
wood Castle, that Itwasuieof^*— soperimps 
you might cond^cwd"-— 

Here Lockhard entered, and put the 
leathern scrutmre, or maii-box, into his 
bands. The Keeper produced one or two 
papers, respecting the information laid foe« 
fore the Privy Council, concemu^ the 
riot, BB it was tero^d, at the funeral of 
Allan Lord Ravens wood, and the active 
share he had himself taken in quashing 
the proceedings against the Master. TSiese 
documents had been 4s^ected with care, so 
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as to irritate the natural curiosity of Ra« 
vaiswood upon suah a subject, without gra* 
tiiying it, yet to shew that Sir William 
Ashton bad acted upon that trying occa- 
sion the part of an advocate and peace- 
maker betwixt him and the jealoua autho* 
rities of the day. Having furnished his host 
with such subjects for examination, the 
Lord Keeper went to the breakfi»t-table, 
and entered into light conversation, ad- 
dressed partly to old Caleb, whose resent- 
ment against the usurper of the Castle of 
Bavenswood b^^an to be softened by his 
familiarity, and partly to his daughter. 

After perusing these papers, the Master 
of Eavenswood remained for a minute or 
two with his hand prefised against his brow, 
in deep and pr<^>und meditation; He 
then again ran his eye hastily over the pa- 
pers, as if desirous of discovering in them 
some deep purpose, or aome mark of fabri« 
cirtion, which had escaped him at first p&i 
xusaL Apparently the second reading con- 
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'firmed the opinion ^¥hich had pressed uptm 
him at the first, for he started from the 
stonebetich on which be was sittingp^ and^ 
going to the Lord Keeper, took hk. hand, 
and, strongly pressing it, askod hi^ pardon 
repeatedly fqr the injustice he had done 
him, when it appeared be was experiencing, 
at his hands, the benefit of protection to 
his person, and vindication to his cha« 
racter. 

The statesman received these acknow- 
ledgments at firi^t with well-feigned sur- 
prise, and then with an afifeetation of frank 
cordiality. The tears began already to 
start from Lucy's blue eyes at viewing this 
unexpected and moving scene. To see 
the Master, late so haughty and reserved, 
and whom she had' always supposed the in* 
jured person^ supplicating her fatiier for 
forgiveness, was a change at once surpri- 
sing, flattering, and affecting. 

" Dry your eyes,Xucy," said her father j 
** why should yo>u weep, because your fa- 
ther, though a lawyer, is discovered to be 
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ft fair and honourable man?— What have 
you to thank me for, my dear Mastw,'' he 
continued, addressing Ravenswood, ** that 
you would not have done in my case ? 
' Suum cuiqtie tribuito/ was the Roman jus- 
tice, and I learned it when I studied Justi* 
nian. Besides, have you not overpaid me 
a thousand times in saving the life of this 
dear child ?** 

" Yes," answered the Master, in all the 
remorse of self^accusation j " but the little 
service / did was an act of mere brutal in. 
stinct ; your defence of my cause, when you 
knew how ill I thought of you, and^ how 
much I was disposed to be your enemy, 
was an act of generous, manly, and consi- 
derate wisdom." 

«* P^haw !" said the Lord Keeper, <* each 
of us acted in his own way; you as" a gallant 
soldifer, I as an upright judge and privy- 
councillon We could not, perhaps, have 
changed parts — at least I should have 
made a very sorry Tnurkhrf and yoli, my 
good Master, though your cause is soer^ 
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ceilentt might have pleaded it perhaps 
worse jouTsdf^ than I who acted for you 
before the council/' ^ 

<^ My generous friend !" said Ravenswood ; 
and with that brief word ^ which the Kecfier 
had often lavished on him/ but which he 
himself now pronounced for the first time, 
he gave to his feudal enemy the full confi- 
dence of an haughty but honourable heart. 
He had been remarked among his contem- 
poraries for sense and acuteness^ as weU as 
for his reservedi pertinaciou8» and irascible 
character. His prepossessions accordiqglyy 
however obstinate, were of a nature to give 
way before love and gratitude $ and the real 
charms of the daughter, joined to the sup- 
posed services of the father, cancelled in bis 
memory the vows (^vengeance which he bad 
taken so deeply on the eve of his father's 
fuh€»:al. But they had been heaid and re- 
gistered in the book of &te* 

Caleb was present at this extraordinary 
scene, and he could conceive no other rea- 
son for a proceeding mo extraordinary than 


N 
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an aliiance betwist the houses, and Ravens- 
wood CasOe ass^ned for the young lady's 
dowry. As for Lucy» when Ravenswood 
uttered the most passioiiate excotca for his 
ungrateful negUgence, she cauM but scsile 
through her tears^ and, aa riie abandoned 
her hand to hioiy assure hhn, in broken ac« 
cenl^ <^ the delight wttii which she beheld 
tlie coaa^ete reconciliatioit between herfa^ 
ther and her ddiverer. Even the states* 
man was moved and affected by the fiery^ 
unf eserved , and ^nereus self-aband(mmCTt 
with which the Master of Ravenswood re« 
nounced his feudal enmity, lind threw Mm- 
self without hesitation upim his fargiv^iess. 
His ^es glistened as he looked upon a cou- 
ple who were obviously becoming atteched» 
and who seemed made for each other. He 
thought how high the proud and chivalroos 
character of Ravensn^ood might rise under 
many circumstances^in which he found him« 
self ^' overcrowed," to use a phrase of Sj^n* 
eer» and kept under, l^ his brief pedigree, 
and timidity of dispositiQU. Then his 
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daughter^his favourite child — his con- 
stant play- mate — seemed formed 16 live 
happy in a utiion with such a command- 
iog spirit as Ravens^ood; and even the 
fine, delicate, fragile^ form of Lucy Ashton 
seemed to require the support of the Mas- 
ter's muscular strength and masculine cha- 
racter. And it was not merely during a 
few minutes that Sir William Ashton look- 
ed upon their marriage as a' probable' and 
even desirable event, for a full hour inter- 
vened ere his imagination was crossed by 
recollection of the Master's poveriy,' and 
•the certain displeasure of Lady Ashton. 
It is certsun, that the very unusual flow of 
kindly feeling-with which the Lord Keeper 
had been thus surprised, was one of the 
circumstances wbicb gave much tacit en- 
couragement to the attachment between 
the Master and his daughter, and led both 
the lovers distinctly to believe that it was 
a connection which would be most agree- 
able to him. He himself was supposed to 
have admitted this eilect, when, long after 
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the catastrophe of their lovet he used to 
warn his hearers against permitting their 
feelings to obtain an ascendancy over their 
judgment, and affirm that the greatest mi»- 
fortane of his life was owing to a.very tern* 
porary predominance of sensibility over 
self-interest* It must be owned, if such was 
the case, he was \tmg and severely punish- 
ed for an offence of very brief duration. 

After some pause, the Lord Keeper re- 
sumed the conversation. — ** In your sur- 
prise at finding me an honester man than 
you expected, you have lost your curiosity 
about this Craigengelt, my good Master ; 
and yet your name was brought in in the 
course of that matter too." 

«< The scoundrel I" said Ravenswood ; 
<^ my connection with him was of die tXMBi 
temporary nature possible ; and yet I wm 
ytxy foolish to hold any commufiication 
with him at alL«»— What did he say of me ?^ 
.. f< Enough,'^ said the Keeper, ^^ to excite 
the very loyal terrors of some of bur sagegf 
who are for proceeding against men oin 
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the mere grounds of suspicion or mercena- 
ry information— ^Some nonsense about your 
proposing to enter into the service of 
France, or of the Pretender* I don't recol- 
l^^^^'*^^ butwhich the Marquis ef A 


iiiwAAf uut wniCA me irxarquAo ift - ^ " ■ » 
one of your best friends^ and another per- 
son, one of your worst and most interested 
enemiesi could not, some how, be brought 
to listen to." 

<' I am obliged to my hpnouraUe friend — 
and yet"«-Hihaking the Lord Keeper's hand 
— ^< and yet I am still more obliged to my 
honourable enemy." 

^* Inimicus amicisamus" said the Lord 
Keeper, returning the pressure ; ** but this 
gentleman — this Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw 
— I am afraid the poor young man — I heard 
the fellow mention his name— ^is under very 
bad guidance." 

^' He is old enough to govern himself,^' 
answered the Master. 

*^ Old enough, perhaps, but scarce wise 
enough, if he has chosen this fellow for his 
MmJchsU^. Why. he lodjored an informa- 
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tion against him-^that is, such a conse- 
quence might have ensued from his exa* 
mination, had we not looked rather at the 
character of the witness than the tenor of 
his evidence.^ 

<< Mr Haystoun of Buddaw," said the 
Master, ^ is, I believe, a most honourable 
man, and capable of nothing that is mean 
or disgraceful," 

'^ Capable of much thkt is unreasonable 
though, that you must needs allow, Mas- 
ten Death will soon put him in possession 
of a fair estate, if he hath it not akeady ; 
old Lady Girnington— an excellent per- 
son, excepting that her inveterate ilLna- 
ture rendered her intolerable to the whole 
world — ^is probably dead by this time. Six 
heirs portioners have successively died to 
make her wealthy. I know the estates well ; 
they march with my own — a noble pro- 
perty." - 

<< I am glad of it," said Ravenswood^ 
<< and should be more so, were I confident 
that Bucklaw would change his company 
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and habits with his fortunes. This appear^ 
ance of Craigeiigelt^ acting in the capacity 
of bis friend, is a most vile augury for his 
future respectability." 

*« He is a bird of evil omen, to be sure,** 
said the Keeper, << and croaks of jail and 
gallows-tree.— But I see Mr Caleb grows 
impatient for our return to breakfast." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sir^ stay at home and take an old man's coundl ; 
Seek not to bask jcsa by a stranger's hearth ; 
Our own blue smoke is warmer than their fire. 
Domestic food is wholesome, though 'tis homely^ 
And foreign dainties poisonous, though tasteful. 

The French Courtezan, 

Thjs Master of Ravenswoo^ took an op- 
portunity to leave his guests to prepare for 
their departure, while he himself made the 
brief arrangements necessary previous to 
his absence from Wolf *s Crag for a day or 
two. It was necessary to communicate 
with Caleb on this occasion, and he found 
that faithful servitor in his sooty and ruin- 
ous den, greatly delighted with the depar- 
ture of their visitors, and computing how 
long, with good management, the provi- 
sions which had been unexpended night 
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furnish forth the Master's table. '^ He*s 
nae belly-god, that's ae blessing ; and 
Bucklaw's ganet that could have eaten a 
horse behind the saddle. Cresses or water- 
purpie, and a bit oat- cake, can serve the 
Master for breakfast as weel as Caleb. Than 
for dinner — there's no muckle left on the 
spule-bane ; it will brander though-^it will 
brander very weel." 

His triumphant calculations were inter- 
rupted by the Master, who communicated 
to him, not without some hesitation, bis 
purpose to ride with the Lord Keeper as 
far as Ravenswood Castle, and to remain 
there for a day or two." 

'< The mercy of Heaven forbid !" said 
the old serving-man, turning as pale as the 
table*cloth which he was folding up. 

^< And why, Caleb?" said his master, 
*' why should the mercy of Heaven forbid 
my returning the Lord Keeper's visit V 

^ Oh, sir !" repUed Caleb—** O Mr Ed- 
gar ! I am your servant, and it ill becomes 
me to speak-^but I am an auld servant— 
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hmt senred baith your father and good* 
we» aad mijiid to have seen L»orcl Randal^ 
your grea1sgrandfather«^but that was when 
I was a .hairn*" 

<< And what of aU this, Balderstone ?** 
wswered the Master; << what can it pov 
aSbly have to da with my paying some or- 
difiary civIlUy to a neighbour ?" 

*« O Mr £dgari-«-that is, my lord l""^^ 
answered the Battel^, -<^ yow ain consci- 
enee tells you it isna for your Other's son 
to be neighbottring wi* the like o' him-^ 
isna for the credit of the family. An he 
^ere ance come to terms, and to gi'e ye 
back your ain, e^en though yeu suld ho- 
noor his house wi' your alliance, I suldna 
asy mb^oj^ the young leddy is a winsome 
flweet creature— But keep your ain state 
wi' them— I ken the race o' them weel*^ 
they will think the mair o^ ye.^' 

^ Why, now^ you go farther than I dOt 
Caleb," said the Master, drowtiing a certain 
degree of conscio whesa in a forced laugh ; 
^< you are for mariyisg me into a fiimiljc 

TOL. 11. i B 
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tliat yoti wfli not alto^ me to Visk^^dw's 
this ?-^&iid you look as pfl96 asdteMh bie^ 
sides.** . -. ' 

*' O, sir," repeated Caleb again^ " you 
v^oiild but laugh ]f^ I iaiild if; but Thomas 
the Rhymer, whose tongue couldna be 
fause, spoke the word of your house thait 
will e*en prove ower true if you gd to Ba- 
venswood this day — O that it should e'er 
Mvelieen fulfilled in my timd !^ 

^ And what is Jt, Caleb ?'' Baid R«v«nl. 
v^aod^ wishing to sooth the feiftrs Of hii^ oU 
'servant* . t 

Caleb replied, ^ he hud never repeated 
the lines to liviiig mortal — they were told 
to him by an auld priest tliM hadbera 
confessor to Lord AUan'^ fkther when the 
femity were catholic^ But mooy a ti«e^^* 
he said, ** I hae soughed thae diH>k wot«b 
ower to mysell, a;nd| well-ii-day ! lifitle 'dml 
{ think of their coming round this day .'^ 

«* Truce with your nonsense, and let^me 
*ear the doggrel whfch has put it into your 
liea^,'^ said the Magter^ii»{M^ieiitly» ^ : '. 

lO 
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w^ apprehenaimii Caleb iiuikmed out the 
following lines :-* 

^ When the last Laird of Ravcafwood to Ra^oiiwood 
shall ride^ ' 

And wooe a dead maiden to be his bride^ , 
'"^t shall stable his steed in the Kelpie's flow, 
^And bis nani^ shall be lost for erennoe T 


. ** I know tiia KetfHe's flow w«ll enough ; 
Irfliippose, at least, you mean the quick- 
sand bet^nruet this tower and Wolf s-hope ; 
but why any man in his senses should stable 
a steed thef^^-~-- 

!* Oy never qpeer ony thing about that, 
SBr*-p«God forbid we should ken what the 
fmaphtof means-- »but just bide you at 
baaie» and let the strainers ri<]te to Ra^ 
te^iMirood by themselves. We have done 
.aneugh for thelm ; and to do mair^ would 
be n^s aghast the credit of the ftmily 
than in its favoun" 

. << Well, Calebs'' said the Master, '• I give 
you the besfe posttble cpeittt iv yoiir gooA 
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advice oil. this loouman $ Tiitt aa I do^ dot 
go to Eai»iiawood taaeek a brides dead or 
alive, I hope I shall chiMie a better ataUe 
for my horse than the Kelpie's quick-sand, 
atid especially as I have alwayii had a par- 
ticular dread of it since the patrole of dra- 
goons were lost there ten years .since* My 
father and I saw them, ffoaa the tofirer 
strug^ing against the advancing tide, and 
they were^lest long b^we any Mip conld 
rea<^ tbem." 

: << And they- deserved it inetl^ the BoidiN 
ern loops," said Caleb; ^ what had tkefr 
ado capering on our sands, aBd hinddmig 
a wbeen bonest Iblk fsae bdnpng oo shore 
gfdr^p.bfattdy ? Lbae seen itbtai tbattMiof^ 
Iba^ I wad bae &Sedt the a^dd ouhmati« «r 
t)ie demiftiher ^had'e on ^im iMuth faartisaii 
attbem^^Hily I wMidmUAeymii^bma^ 
t»:tlieg«to«ingroff/' 

Ciaieb^'^ biaaiQ was worn SMy engaged 
with abuse of the Engliafb sobfieiy and oi* 
^Etemfien,,ae»;tbiA bis niaster -£oaod no great 
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kig hi^ gutots. All WAS now Nidy £Dr thcit 
departure ; nd one ci Ae Lord Keeper's 
grooms having saddled the Meter's steed, 
tfacj mbuitfed in the coiirt^yard. 

Caleb had, with much toil, ^opeoed the 
double doors of the outward gate, and 
thereat stationed lilmself, endeavouring,' 

« 

by the reverential, and, at the same time, 
€otise<|uentiaI air which h^ a88ttflMd,'to 
supply, by hit jown gannt, ««sted, and 
thin person, the absence of a wlurfe baro« 
nisi estabUabnemt of -piHrters, wardtrsi and 
liveried menials* 

The Keeper relumed his deep reverence 
with a. coidkd fitreweU, stooping at the 
same time from his horse,* and slidmg into 
^ Bvller's hsnd the remuneration, which 
in those days was always- giwn by a de* 
pmrtapig guest to the domestics of tfte £b^ 
mily where he hsd been entertained. Lucy 
sAiled'on theold maii with her usual sweets 
ness, hade bim adieu, and deposited hei 
guerdosi with a gftce of> action, sad a 
gentleness otf* accent^ which oenM siot have 
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filled to have won the iiithftil rctiEttDef% 
heart, but for Thomas the Rhymer, and 
the aucceaaful Iaw(>suit against tua master^ 
As it was, be might have adopted the Ian* 
gaage ol* the Dukeyin As ymi, Mke ii 


'* Thou wouldst have better pleased me with this deed^ 
If thou hadtt told me of another father/'—— 

Ravenawood was at the lady's bridles 
yein, eticcfumgiog her timidity, and guiditig 
her horse carefiiUy down the rocky paik 
which led to the ittoor, whan ^one (tf the 
servants announced from the rear that Ca- 
leb was calling k>ud)y after thetn, do^ 
ling to speak with bia master* Raveaa^ 
wood fdt it would kx>k singular to neglect^ 
this summons^ although inwardly cursing 
Caleb ibr his impertineafc offidouanaa; 
therefore he was compelled to relinquadi 
to Mr Lockbard tlie agreeable duty in 
which he was engaged, and to ride back to 
the gate oi the courtyard. Here he was 
beginning, somewhat peevishly, tojaak Qth 
leb the canse of his damour, wh«n the> good 
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Md let me ^eak jwt ae iwrd that I could.* 

urn saj/s afore foUir«»therj9**"^puttiQg iotp 

]m lord's hand the m0ney be b^ just 

received)«i^'^ there's three gowd piece^^T 

and ye'U want siller up- bye yonder---but 

stay» whisht now !'* — ^for the Master was 

beginning' to exclaim against this transfer- 

lencfi*^^ DJbver^say a.wwd, but just see to 

get them chained in the first jt^wa.ye rid# 

Hupugbt for they are biwi new. frae^be 

iniiitiattdkflaspecUbsrAiwec^bii*'* ..< 

. f* You £»geU Calebs'' said bis m^^h 

atdviqg ta fotof back the mot^y on .h\f^ 

saryant^ and exliiaate the brid2« from hi|i 

>liold-*^^< You foi^et that I have 9bme gol4 

^cea lefl of loy own« Keisp these to your*- 

3el^ my.old/rieiid }. and* once more^^gpo^ 

^y to you.. I assure you I have plenty* 

^¥oud[:now ybu bave managed that our liviiig 

'jArndd cost us littk Of nothing." 

- " ^weel^"* said Galebt «' these wiU-servp 

4u you anodi^itiiike} but soe ye hi||K 

^ncsigb, for. doubtkss. for the credit of 
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the fattnily, there matfn be some ciyility tm 
the sepvants, and ye mtun h|HS soodhtDg 
to mak a show with when they uy, Mas- 
ietf will* you bet a broad pi»:e ? Then ye 
maun tak out ydur purse, aod SAy^ I carena 
if I do ; and tak care no^ to agree on the 
articles of the wager, and jfist put up your 
purse again, and'* 

<^ Tbis is intolerable, Caleb^I ceatty 
must be gone.'' - 

<< And you will go^ then ?** said Calebs 
loosening his hold vsp&a the Mastec's doak, 
and changing bis didaclica iato a pathetic 
and mournful Ume^^^ And you iptfi g% 
^ a' 1 have told you about the prophecy, 
iind the*dead bride, and the Kelpie's ^uick- 
«and T^-^-Aween a wilful man «iaun hae his 
^ay-— h<& that wiil to Cupar maun to Cupac 
But pity of your life> sir, if ye be fowling 
CT shooting in the Park*»**beware of drink- 
ing at the Mermaiden's wel l He's ganei 

he's down the path, arrow-flight after her !— 
The head is as cleim ta'en aff the Rayeaii^ 
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wood family this daj/ ia I ^ad chaj> thtf 
headaffasybo!" 

The old Butler looked l€img after his 
master, often clearing away the dew as it 
rose to his eyes, that he mi^t, as kiig as 
possible, distinguish his stately form from 
those of the other horseihem ^' Cloae to 
ber bfidle-feifiH^^y, close to her bridle* 
rein !-«**Wisely saith- the holy man, * By 
this also you may know that womdn hath 
dominion over alt men $'-^and without this 
lass would not our ruin have been sHoge^ 
ther fulfilled^* 

With an lieart fraught with suicb si^ au- 
guries did Caleb return to Hi's necessary 
duties at Wolf's Crag, so soon as he could 
no longer distiaguishi' the object of hit 
anxiety among the gtoupe 6t riders, wkich - 
diminished in the distance. 

In the mean time \ke parly pussued their 
route joyfully. Having once taken his re* 
solution^ the Master of Ravenswood was 
not of a charactier to hesitate or pause upon 

j> 2 


H"^- I d k n^nBrt^iilMifciiMM I ^^T I 


M TAIiCS^ OF MT lAKDUNUQ. . ^ 

It He abandoned himself to the pleasure 
he felt In Miss Ashton's compaoyt and dis^ 
played an assidaous gallantry, which ap> 
proached as nearly to gaiety as the temper 
of his mind and state of hi9 family permits 
ted. The Lord Keeper was much struck 
with his depth of observatiooy and the un«» 
umal imprbv^nmat which he had derived 
firom his studies. Of these accomplisbi 
ments Sir WiUiam Ashton's professimi and 
habits of society rendered him an excellent 
ju4ge •f and he well knew how to appreciate 
a quality to which he himself was a total 
strangeri the brief and decided dauntless- 
nets of the Master of Ravenswood's diqposi- 
tion^whe seemed equally a stranger to doubt 
and to fear. In his heart the Lord Keepet 
r^oiiSed $t having cmiciliated aa> adversary 
80 formidablci iriule, with a mixture -of 
pleasure and anxiety^ he aiOicqpated the 
great things his young companion might 
achieve, were the breath of court-favQur to 
ffllhissaiiSf 


THS' nukor of taiMWiMwifOOR* A8 

«« What could abe demrti" he thoiighjt» 
liis miQd tiwnyB oonjuriag up opposition 
in tbe person €^ Lady Aabton to his ni>w 
iwrvuling visfa«-^^* What couU a wosaan 
dmre ia a mstclH tAon thaxi the sopitiog 
jttfia very dangerous okiiiit aad the alliaoce 
o£ a 8oo->in-la^, n(Me» brave, welLgiAed, 
and bighfy.connected^Hiure to float wh«o« 
^ver. the tide aMs his way*— strong, es^acUy 
mbere^ we are weak, in pedigpree and in tlie 
tMEiper of. a swordsman ?>— Sure no reasoo* 
able woman wonid heMtafee--^Bttt, alas I'^-p- 
fHere ills argument was stopped by the co«- 
sciou^ess that Lady Aahton was not al- 
ways reasonable, in fak sense of the word. 
^^.To prefer some dowiush Merse laird to 
^e gallant young nobknian, and to the 
feoure pasaession of Ravens wood . upon 
eteraoa / of easy. iMiin{arofliise^--it would be 
the aeijof a madwoinan !" / 

1 ifThus pondered the veteran poUticiaQ, 
untile they reached. Biktlehrains House, 
where it had been fureviously settled they 
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were to dme and' repose tbemsdv^si, and 
prosecute th^ir journey in the afteraoon. 

They were received wirii an CKce^s of 
' hospitaKty ; and the mosttnarked attention 
■ was c^ered to the Master ^f :Rai%nswood, 
in particular, by their fioble entertaina-s* 
The truth was^ tHat Lord Bittlebrains hsid 
obtained bis peerage by a good deal oi 
{dausibility, an art of building up a charac^- 
ter ft>r wisdom upon a very twte style ^f 
common-place eloquence, a steady obser- 
Tation of the changes of the times, and. 
the power of reiuleriag certain political 
servicer to^ those wha could best reward 
them. His lady and be not feeling quite 
easy under their new honours5 to whid^ 
use iiad not adapted the^ ife^ngs^ were 
very desirous to procure the fraternal' 
countenance ;of those who were bom de^ 
nizens of the regions into which they had 
been exalted ftotn a lower sphere. The 
extreme attentions which they paid to the 
Master of RavcBswoodi had ka usual efiect 


in exsMng \m impdrtance in die eyes of 
the Lord Keeper^ who, although he had 
a reasmntde degree of cofitempt for Lord 
i^tlebrains^ general paft^ entertained a 
hfyh opiaioa of the acoteness of hi^'judg- 
mentm matters of sdif-^intareit* 

«< I wish Lady Ashton had teen this,"^ 
was hk int^nal reflection y ^ no man 
k^fiews so weH ' as BittlebraiDs on whioh 
side ins bread is buttered ^ a«d be &woa 
oil the Master like a beggar^ messan on a* 
cook. And my lady, too, bringing fonrand 
her 'beetle4irowed misses to skirl and play 
upon the vfr^iialsy as if she s^id, pick and 
chase. They are no^ more comparable to 
Xitic^ than an owl is 4o a cygnet^ and sO' 
they may carry their black browa to a^ 
fiirdier martet*"^ 

The entertainment being ended^our tra« 
Vellersy who hod^ still to measure the king« 
est part of tl^ir journey, nsumed thdff 
honses ; and after the Loid Keeper, the 
Master, andtke domestics, had dfunk dodk* 
tm-ilorrach^ at the stirrup-cup, in the 
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tfamw adi^ted to their ¥ftrioas rwok^ the 
eavalcade rMatsed its progress. ; t 

i it was dack by die time ithejr entered^ 
dMaTeDiie of Raveaswood Castle><a hmg^ 
stmtgbt line leadii^ dkecdy .to the fnmn 
of the hotts^ flanked with huge^lfa-tisM^ 
Which sigbiNl to the nigbt^^iid,^ as if they 
cMimpaasioiiated the heir of their aadeoft 
^djj^rietors, who now letiirncd to thefar 
abides in llie socielyi and aliUMl^w the ra^ 
thme» of their new ittastar. S^soe^feetioga 
of ihe same ki»d oppressed die^i&ind of 
the Maat^ himself. He gfadually became 
^lent, and dropped « tittle behijid.ihe 
fady^ at whose brkUe-reia he had hitherto 
waited with such devottoB. He weU r^ 
eoUected the period,/ when, at the same 
hour in the evening, he hsti acamipamed 
Msiather, as that tiobleman left, never ^gaia 
to return to it, the massioa from whieh 
he deri^d his name and title. The ea^ 
tensive front of the did castle, on which 
be i^men^iered having often looked baoifik 
thea ^ as Ij^ack as moiiinii^ weed*'. 
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Hie ^same front now gjbnced with many 
lights, some thtowiag £u: forward into thci 
liight a fixied and atationarj hlaset md 
cdJMrs hnnyiog from one window to ano* 
titer^ iatimadog the btiatle and busy pre- 
paration preceding their anival» which bad 
l^eca inttmaled by an avant-couri^n . The 
contrast pcessed so strongly upon the Maa^ 
ter^s heartt as to awaten someof the steraiec 
feelings with which he had been aocus- 
toaaed to regard the new lord of his pater- 
nal domain, and to impress Ins counte- 
nance with an air of severe gravity, when^ 
alighted from hid horse, he stood in the 
hall no longer hia own, surrounded by the 
mimerous menials of i1» present owner. . 
The Lord Keep«, when about to weL 
eome hhn with the cordiality which their 
late intercourse seemed to render proper, 
became aware of tiie changef refrained 
from his purpose, and only intimated the 
ceremmiy of reception, fay a deep reverence 
to his guest,, seemmg thw delicately to 
share the feelings which predominated on 
his brow. 
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Two upper domestics, bbairing each a 
liuge pair of silver candlesticks^ now mar- 
shalled the company into a large saloon 
Or Ivith-drawing room, where new altera* 
tions impressed upon Ravenswood the su* 
perior wealth of the present lahabitMits 
of the castte. Hie mouldering tapestry; 
1i4>ich, in his father^s time, hac) half co- 
vered the walls of i\ns stately apartment, 
-iind half streamed from them in tatters, 
iiad given place to a complete finisUng 
of wainscot, the eorniee of "which, aa well 
As the frames of the various compart- 
xnents, were ornamented with festoons- of 
flowers and with birds, which, though car- 
ved in oak, seemed, such was the art of 
the chisel, actuary to swell their throats^ 
and flutter their wings* Several old fam^ 
ly portraits of armed heroes of the house 
of Ravenswood, together with a suit oc 
two of old armpuiv and some mflitary wea- 
pons, had given place to those of Ktn^ 
William and Queen Mary, of Sir Thomas^ 
[ Hope and Loi4 Stair, two 
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lavjteii The piekares of Hhe 
Lord Keeper's father god mother were alao 
to be seen; the latter^ woar^ alirewisht &d 
•oftrajis, in her bkick hood and close piiu 
nerSj^ with ahookttf.devoftion in her hand} 
the SxmeB, exhibitii^ beneath a black isdlk 
Geneva cowl, or scoU-cap^ which sate at 
close to the head as if it had been shaven^ 
a pinchedt peei^h, fioritaiiical set of fea^ 
tores, terminating in % boagiy, reddigh* 
peaked, beard, forming on. the whole a 
countenance, in the expresstoA of whlck 
the hypocrifte seeaied to contend with the 
9iser and the kaav«» And it is to nlake^ 
room for such as these, thought &avens« 
wood, that toy aacertm-s have been tohi 
from the walls which they greeted He lockp 
ed at them again, and, as he 4ooked, the re« 
eoUectson of Liicy Ashton (for she had not 
entered the aj|[»act]x\eDt with them) seemed 
less lively in his imagination. There were 
also two or three Dutch drolleries/ as the 
pictures of Ostade and Teniers were then 
termed, with one good painting af the Italian 
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Mlld^L : .l%ete "mti^ besiikt^ «i nottlefhil. 
laigthof the Lord Keeper ia hn robesiof 
dSce^ pkoediheiade his lady in sitio^aixdeK'^' 
flxhie,« faaugiity beacitjt, beirtng imbwlodGi 
all the piideof the Houae of Skm^aa/ ffoom 
which ^e. was doecenied* The paifitav 
BotwithstaadiDg^ hia Bkill9 orermme by the 
realitjt or, peihapai^ from a sappreand 
sense of hiunotuv ^ImmI Dot beea «ble i to 
give ibe hnshaiid em the caavaas thai air 
of assful rule and ngbt supremacy^: whieh 
fiidicateft the fuU poasessioa .ofi dMiestie 
autiiMity* It «ias libvioiis, ab the ^rst 
i^BiiQe^>thfttf despite asace «aiid\gfdd: frag% 
Ihe-^LoKd: Keeper was aoniewlmlr;hen'^peck» 
ed. The floor of tliis fiaie saloon was laid 
with rich carpets^ huge fires bhased* in the 
douUe cfaiitinies^ aaad ten^ silimr seoDceans*' 
fleetiagjwdth their bright plates^ tke:lights 
irfaicfa thay sispported^ made the whole 
seem as faxHliaut as day. : 

.*< Would yeu diaee any r^eehmcfit^ 
Master?", aaid SIrf William AshtdD^Mioft 
ttawilKng to break the awkward silence* 


m 

iosis cbasgea whidi had>l»heu;.|^flce m ^tlie 
apartment^ that^ hk kmify lumbi . tha. Loud 
Keapfir addmto himu 4»€iepetittoti of tha 
c^r -of refre^ixieiit, wkh i;he adkiitio% 
that die fiantijr meal woiitd ; be presently 
bcMdy^ compeiled liiji attentioi^. andre^ 
aoinded him^ tfaat be» acted a..weaky pen- 
iia{Mk eves a fidieuiQtis ^part, dd aoSevkig 
himfielf fto. be oveireoine by the jcuKmihi* 
Skaaceft in whidi he J^und 4)ii(iael&. He 
fHxnpdled'litniself^ therefiH*ey' to eotcBiista 
imaveasatiofi.mtfi fiir Wiilbai Aslitooy ndMl 
aa iftuch apfrfsatanoe ofan^^ffiBrtnce.' asnhe 
tooiildweUiconmaiidt i. « '^ 

^ ^ You Will not be saxpcised,.fiir WiUianiy 
jtbat I am inteiseirted i im tke/x^ngesiyoii 
faaxfi made^cr jthe^ better in this apntmentS 
In my firtker'a timf; aAeafOnr. aiofeitmai 
coaapelled him to lire in jretif emsnt, it waa 
iitkla uasfl» except by me. asr a.play^room; 
«faen the weather, would liot permit me lir 
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ffSf atootfiL Id lliftt rc6bs was my Ifttle 
moik-Aopf where I trcMiired the few earw 
fenin's Mols wkkh old Gd€i> procured 
lor ia^ and taiigikt me hdir to use^^^betBp 
m yonder corner^ under Hiat handsome 
iii?er sconce, I kept my fishing-rods, and 
ktmting potes, bows, and arrows/' 

** I have a young birkte," said the Lord 
Keeper, willing to ciumge the tone of the 
eonversation, <* of mijch the same tura-*-^ 
He is nevw happy, save when he is in 
the field—- 1 wonder he is sot here.— Uere» 
liockhard -^ send William JSfiaw fisw Mf 
Hrary—I suppose he is, as uraal, tied to 
Lucy's apron.string«^that fooikh gft*!, Mai» 
ter, draws the whole family after bear at 
hier pleasnre." 

Even tiiM allusioD to his daughter^ 
tiiough artitilly thrown out, did sot reoal 
Ravoiswood from his own topicx 

^ We were obliged to leave," he paid, 
<^ some armour and portnuta in this apart* 
ment^'^aEiay I ask where they have bee» 
removed to ?^ 


« •* Vfby^*' anwei^d tbe iUeyieii:, with 
SMM fae8it»tioa» ^^ the roov^ was fitted up 
in our rf w w POg> ^ > M i d Cfl 4 gt »i f grwig t^gm^ i» 
tbe niaauin of Umy«» you kB«v^-J 4un 
afraid k ki% 4>eeii here SMMwhait loo lit? 
taralljr complied wUh« I bope^-rl believe 
tbey ace oaie I an awe I gave o ffd e ra - 
»ay I hope ihat when tbey ar^ xeoovered 
and put in fweper «rder» jrou mH do «p 
the honour to accept them at my hand* aa 
an atoi^ment fbr tliesr accidental deraoge* 
ment?" 

The Master of Kav^nswood bowed stifyy 
and, with folded arms, again resumed hia 
flHT^cgr of ttie tooiiu 

flaaifr, a spoilt, hoy ^i fifteen^ bufst 
into tbe wom^ tttd wn ixp to his father^ 
V Think of JUioys pf^p» ; idie has come 
iMms so cross and jK>4ra€ttoofi, tbat she will 
not go down to the stable to see any nam 
fmmy^. ^tbat Sob Wilson brought from 4he 
MallofGallow^^" 

^ I thipk jFon west very imfcaioaaUe to^ 
ask her," said the Keeper. 




^ Tbten fcm we as cross «s she is^^ aiu 
swere44lie boy ^ **ftiidl when miittiina cmms 
bcMue 4riie*U dktw up batbyoiir mitteils.'^ 
' ^* Hush joar impertineiicey you iUtle 
ftrwtfd imp,'*'safd his ftther ; ^ where is 
]^r tiit*rf^ 

' -^ Gone to aweddiogat DaAbar-^I hope 
he^l get a haggis to hisdinneri'^ and he 

begair to sing the oM' Scottish jsdngi ' 

' ■ ' . * • < ' • • . ' > ^ . , ' ■ . '. •*■ 

'^ There was. a hsg||M in Diinbai:, ^ 

Kal de nl, &c 
Mon J better and few waur, 

Fal de ral," &6; 

«< I aei nueh obligett to Mr Cordeif 
for his attentions," said the Lond Keepers 
^ imd pray who has had chai^ of you 
while I was away^ Mr Hejuy ?^ 
' << Norman and Bob Wilsoii'^-linrl^t my 
own self.'* 

^ A groom and a gameJcefepeiv aad 
your own silly sel£>— prefer guardians te 
a young advocate ^Wfay, you will never 


kiM>lr anjT'fttalutotbi^ those ugaiMt fliioot* 
ang fedjdser, kiUii^ ftrimon, «mP««i*-^ i 

^ And i9>6dktii9 of ni-gane,'* nM the 
jFOiMg. anpe^graoe; ioterniptkig. hi* &tlier 
urithottt seraple m iiariftilioii, ^.NwiMni 
has shot a buck, and I sheared thotaHidMt 
to liidsjr,' aiid;riie»«qr8» tliegF? have huAt eight 
^esj^.and dbe saya that you killed a 4ec* 
vrith Lord Bittlebodoa' hoands; wbea jioil 
were ivest au'ay^ and do you know she says 
it had ten tynes — ^is it trdt T 

•• It may have had twenty, Hei^ry, for 
what I know; but if you go to that gen- 
tleman he can tell you all about it—- Go 
i^ftek to ihinii JEfevy-^ittia IkeMaiter of 
Aaveeawood.'^ * : i 

> /Wfaile> they aoDvenuid thus, the fatfier 
and son were standii^^foy thc.ftne) and the 
Idaater iMving waJkeditowarda. the upp« 
end of the apartment, stood with his baric 
tewai^jihem^ appaxently engaged in exa*^ 
nlniog one of the paintings^ The boy ran 
up to Jmai^ and ^nl^ Jtim; liy the skiGt 
of the coat with the freedom of a spoilt 
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«d reimd, and Henry saw his face, he be«- 
^caaae^ suddettly^avl t^aUy dtseoaearted*^ 
wHkaA tiro or^ihme steps ^haekward^ aiNft 
etitt gntd'On liie^ Master with aa ak of 
fear and wxHuIeci which had totally ;btt» 
nisbed fit>m his fieotusesr didr usual ac*> 
peessioii of pert viiracity • 

<< Come to me, young gentbinaii/' said 
the Master, <^ and I will teU you all I 
imow about the hunt" 

** Go to the gefitkman, Henry/' said his 
&ther, '^ you so^e not used to be so shy." 
•^ But neitiier ini^tation nor ekhortaticMi 
had any effect on the boy. On the coiw 
trary, he turned round as soon as he had 
completed his survey of the Master, and 
ws^Iking as cautiously as if he bad beett 
treading upon eggs, he^glided back to his 
4bther, and pressed as close to Ittfii* as poi^ 
•ible. Ravenswood, to avoid hearing the 
dispute betwixt the father and the oveiw 
indiilged boy, thought it most polite to 
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turn hb face once more towards . the pie* 

tures, auid pay no attention to what thqr 

aaid* 

^> *^ Why do jQ/a not apeak t» the Mastery 

you little fool ?" said the Lord Keeper. 

<< I am afiraid,** said Henry» in a very low 
tQue* 

«< A£raid, yo« goose !*' said his father, 
giving him a slight shake by the collar. 
<< What makes you afraid ?" 

a What makes him so like the picture 
of Sir Maiise Ravenswood; then ?^ said the 
boy, whispering. 

^< What picture, you natural?" said his 
father. << I used to. think you only a scape- 
grace, but I believe you will turn out a 
born idiot." 

*« I tdl you it is the picture of. old M*. 
lise of Ravens wood, and he is as like it as 
if he had loupen out of the canvas ; and it 
is up in the old Baron's hall that the maids 
launder the clothes in, and it has armour 
ati^ not a coat like the gentleman, and he 
has not a beard and whiskers like the pic* 
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tore* and it has another kind of thing 
idbout the tbtoat and no band-strings as he 
Tias, and'' — — 

<< And why should not the gentleman be 
like bis ancestor, yoa siRy boy ?'^ said the 
Lord Keeper. 

*^ Ay ; but if he is come to chase us all 
out of the castie," said the boy^ *' and has 
twenty men at his back in disguise^— and is 
come to say, with a hollow voiee, I bide my 
^tp^,_;And is to kill you on the hearth as 
Malise did the other man, and whose blood 
is still to be seen !" 

<< Hush ! nonsense !" said the Lord Keep- 
*er, not himself much pleased to hear these 
disagreeable coincidences forced on his no* 
tice. '^ Master, here comes Lockhard to 
-say dinner is served/' 

And, at the same instant, Lucy entered 
at another door, havirig changed her dress 
i»nce her return* The exquisite feminine 
beauty of her countenance, now shaded 
only by a profusion of suofty tresses ; the 
sylph'like iorm disencumbered of her heavy 
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riding-skirt, and mantled in azure silk ; Hie 
grace of her manner and of her smiles 
cleared, with a celerity which surprised the 
Master himself, all the gloomy and unfa- 
vourable thoughts which had for some time 
over-clouded his fancy. In those features, 
so simply sweet, he could trace no alliance 
with the pinched visage of the peakbeiard- 
ed black-capped puritan, or his starched 
withered spouse, \vith the craft expressed 
in the Lord Keeper's countenance, or the 
haughtiness which predominated in that of 
his lady; and, while he gazed on Lucy 
Ashton, she seemed to be an angel de- 
sctoded on earthy unaliied to the coarser 
mortels among whom she deigned to dwell 
for a season. Such is the power of beauty 
over a youthful and enthusiastic fancy. * 
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CHAPTER VI. 


I do too ill in this, 


And mu8t not think but that a parent's pWat 
Will move the heavens to pour forth miseiy 
Upon the head of disobediency. 
Yet reason tells us, parents are o'erseen. 
When with too strict a rein tRey do bold la 
Their child's affection, and controHl (bat love^ 
.^ ^ Which th^ high powers divine inspire them with. 

The Hog hath lost his Pearl, 

» 

The fe^st of Ravenswood Castle was ai 
remarkable for its profusion, as that of 
Wolf's Crag had been for its ill- veiled pe» 
miry. The Lord Keeper might feel inteiv 
iial pride at the contriist^ but he- had tm 
tnuch tact to suffer it to appean . On the 
Contrary, he appeared to remember with 
|)ya8ure what kie called Mr BalderstonaVi 
bachelor's meal, and to be rather disgusted 
thah pleased with the display upon bis own 
groanit)g%oa4rd/ 
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*• We do these thiDgs," he said, ** be- 
eause others do them — but I was bred a 
plain man at my father's frugal table, and 
I should like well would my wife and fa- 
mily permit me to return to my sowens 
and my poor-man-of-mutton." . 

This was a little over-stretched. The 
Master only answered, " That different 
ranks— I mean,** said he, correcting him- 
self^ **^ different degrees of wealth, require 
i different style of house-keeping." 

This dry remark put a stop to farther 
conversation on the subject, nor is it ne- 
jeessary to record that which was substitu<> 
ted IB itfr place. The evening was spent 
with freedom, add even cordiality ; and 
Henry had so far overQOme his first appre« 
tensions, that he bad settled a party for 
coursing a stag with the representative and 
living resembtanee of grim Sir Malise of 
cRavenswpod, called the Revenger. The 
jieiLt morning .i^as the appointed time. It 
•fose upon active sporjUnneii and r successful 
sport. The banquet came in ciourse j and 
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a pressing invitation to tarry yet another 
day was given and accepted. This Ra- 
venswood had resolved should be the last 
of his stay ; but he recollected he had not 
yet visited the ancient and devoted servant 
of his house^ old Alice, and it was but kind 
to dedicate one morning to the gratification 
of so ancient an adherent. 

To visit Alice, therefore, a day was de* 
voted, and Lucy was the Master's* guide 
upon the way. JHenty, it is true, accom« 
panied them, and took from their walk the 
air of a tife-a-tSte, while, in reality, it was 
little else, considering the variety of cir- 
cumstances which occurred to prevent the 
bloy from giving the least attention to what 
passed between his companions. Now a 
rook settled on a branch within shot— anon 
a hare crossed their path, and Henry and 
his greyhound went astray in pursuit of it 
'—then he had to hold a long conversation 
with the forester, which detained him a 
while behind his companions— -and again 
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he went to examine the earth of a badger* 
which carried him on a good way b^ore 
them* 

The conversation betwixt the Master 
and his sister, meanwhile, took an interest- 
ing, and almost a confidential turn. . She 
. could not help mentioning her sense of the 
pain he must feel in visiting scenes so well 
known to him, bearing now an aspect so 
di£krent ; and so gently was her sympathy 
expressed^ that Ravenswood felt it for a 
moment as a full requital of all hk misfor* 
tunes. Some such sentiment, escaped him, 
which Lucy beard with more of confusion 
tlian displeasure ; and she may be forgiven 
the imprudence of listening to such lan- 
guage, ponsidering that the situation in 
which she was placed by her father seemed 
to authorise Ravenswood to use it Yet 
she made an effort to turn the conversa- 
tion, and she succeeded ; for the Master 
also had advanced farther than he intend. 
e4f and his conscience had instantly check:- 


ed him when he found himself on the verge 
tyf speaking of love to the daughter of Sir 
■William Ashton, - . 

' They now approached the hut of old 
"Alice, which had of late been rendered 
more comfortable^ and presented an ap- 
ipearance less picturesque, perhaps, but far 
neirter than before. ' The did woman was 
on her accustomed seat beneath the wee^« 
Irig birch, basking, with' the listless enjoy- 
<ment of age and infirmity, in the beams of 
the autumn sun. At tlie artival of her vi- 
sitors she turned her head towards them. 
'** I hear your step, Miss Ashton," she said, 
•* but the gentleman who att^ds you is ncft 
my lord, your father.'' 

" And why should you think so, Alice ?^ 
taid Lucy ; " or how is it possible for you 
to judge so accurately by the sound of it 
9tep, on this firm eatth, and in the op€A 
air?'* 

*« My hearing, my child, has been sharp 
toed by my Utndness, and I can now ju^e 
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.of. the slightest sounds, ^hich ^formerly 
^xeacbed iny ears as unheeded as they now 
approach yours. Necessity ill a stem, but 
an excellent school* mistress^ and she that 
has lost her sight must collect her informt- 
tion from other sources.'* 

*^ Well, you hear a man's step, . I giaiit 
it,'^ said Lucy ; ^< but why, Alice, may it 
not be my father's T* 

^' The pace of age, my love, is timid and 
4;autious-*rthe foot, takes leave of the earth 
slowly, and is planted down upon it with, 
.hesitation ; it is the hasty and determined 
Step of youth that I now hear, and-*-Qoald 
I give credit to so strange a thought--*! 
should say it. was the step of. a Kaven^ 

♦ 

«* Thisis indeed," said Ravenswoodi " ai 
#cutene8S, of organ which I could not hawe 
/^Jce^dited^Md 1 not witn^sed it- — 'I am iii^ 
deed the Master of Ravenswood, Alrce-^ 
tbe son <ofyoiLir old master/' ^ . v ^ ^ 
f, ** You :?!' s^id^theoid womao witb almoit 
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a soream af surprise-*-'^ you the Master of 
BavensWood— *here--4n this place, and thus 
accompanied ? — I cannot believe it-*— Let 
me pass my old hand over your fkce^ that 
^ny touch may bear witness to my ears." 

The Master sate down beside her on the 
earthen bank, and permitted her to touch 
his features with her trembling hand. 

** It is indeed !" shfe said, ** it is the fea- 
tures as well as the voice of Ravenswood — 
the high lines of pride, as well as the bold 
and haughty tone-^But what do you here. 
Master of Ravenswood ?-^wfaat do you in 
your enemy's domain, and in company 
with his child ?'' 

As old Alice spoke, her face kindled, as 
probably that of an ancient feudal vassal 
might have done, in whose presence his 
youthful liege4ord had shewed some symp- 
tom of degenerating Irom the spirit of Im 
ancestors^ 

*< The Master of Ravenswood," said 
Lucy, who l:y£ed not the tone of this ex- 
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postuktion, . and was desirous to abridge 
ity *^ is upon a visit to my fathen" 

^ Indeed !" said the oid blind womaui' in 
an accent of surprise. 

<« I knew/' ooatinued Lucy» *^ I should 
do him a pleasure by conducting him to 
your cottage." 

<< Where, to say the truth* Alice," said 
Ravenswood, ** I expected a more qOrdial 
reception." 

<< It is most woQderful/' said the old 
woman, muttering to herself;. ^* but the 
ways of Heaten are not like our ways, and 
its judgments are brought about by means 
far beyond our fathomii^.-^Uearken,yQung 
man/' Ae said ; ^' your fathers were impla^ 
cable, ibut they were honourable foes;, they 
sought not to ruin their eBemies under the 
mask of hospitality. What have yov. to do 
with Lucy Ashton ?— why should your steps 
move in- the same foot-path with her's ?^- 
why should your voice sound in the same 
cfaor4 and time with those of Sir William 


4^liten's daugihter ?-^ Youig. man, .fads w4k>i 
aipi3 at rje v6Dge by di^oQQUtabfe mesms-^^^ 
*^ Be sitenly wom^Q 1"^ ^aid Ravens wood 
8t€;raly ; y is it the de*viL ttiat* prompts yonr 
voice ^-** Know that this yoirug Jady has «ot 
09 earth a iriendt M^ho. wo^d veotnre far<» 
tl^r to save her frpm injury or ff om i»^ 
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** And is it even so ?" said the.'Old Wo^s: 
mWr in fin altered but melancholy tMe*^ 
"itben^Grpd help you bothj" * ii 

•• Amen I AHcCy" said Lucy, who had » 
not comprehended 'th€ import-of what the 
Idind wpman liad hinted, ** and aend yeu* 
yoUp sense^^ AUc?, and yourgood.huaM>ur«. 
If yon h^^tcl thia mysterinua language iii«- 
stead ef welcoming your friends, they wili 
think of yen as other people do*"* 1 

l^ And how dq other people tJHUk?'* 
said Rdvenswood, for he also b^an to think 
the old woman spoke with incoherence* 

^^ They think," said Henry Ashton, wk^ 
came up at that ^mpment^ and wbispeied 
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iiiM Ravdtalirood^ ear, ^^ that she is a 
iffkch that should' have been burned with 
them that suffered at Haddington.** 

•* What is that you Siay ?^ said Alice, 
tumiog towards the boy, her sightless ri* 
aage inflatned mth passion^ ^ that 1 aui a 
wi|ch^>^and ought to have suffered with the 
helpless old wretches who were murdered 
at'JHaddington 2" 
-'< Hear to that now,** again whispered 
Henry, *^ and me whisperii^ lower than a 
i^eii cheeps." 

'^*' If the usurer, and the oppressor, and ' 
the grinder of the poor man's face, and* the 
remover of ancient land- marks, and the 
sabveirter of ancient houi^s, were at the 
same stake with me, I could say, light the 
fire, in God's name i" 

^^This is dreadful," said Ldcy ; ** I have 
never seen* the poor deserted woman in this 
state of mind ;. but age kxhd poverty can ill 
bear reproach. — Come, Henry, we will 
Itove her for the pr^sent-^she wishes to 
speak with the Master alone. We will 
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walk homdward, and rest us," she adeted, 
looking at Ravenswood, <^ by the Mer- 
maiden's WelK'' 

« And Alice/ said the boy, « if you 
know of any hare that comes ' through 
aokong the deer, and makes them drop 
their calves out of season, you may tell 
her, with my compliments to oommand, 
that if Norman has not gM; a silver bullet 
ready for her. Til lend him' one of my 
doublet-buttons on purpose/* 

Alice made no answer till she was aware 
that they were out of hearing; She then 
iteiid to Ravenswood, '* And you, too, are 
angry with me for my love ?---it is just that 
strangets should be oflbnded, but you, too, 
are angry.'* 

^< I am not angry, Alice/' said the Mas- 
ter, *< only surprised that you, whose good 
sense I have heard iso often praised, should 
give way to offensive aind unfounded suspi- 
cions:'' 

« Offensive ?*" said Alice— .« Ay, triith is 
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em €iibiisive--»bttt, surely, not unfiiund- 
edV' 

<^ I tell you, dame, most groundless," 
Teplied Ravemwood. 

<< Then the %orld has changed its wont, 
imd the Ravenswoods their hereditary tem- 
per, and the ey€s of old Alice's undow 
standmg tire yet mose blind than those of 
her countenwce. When did a Ravens- 
wood seek the house of hii enemy, but with 
the purpose of revenge ?---and hither you 
are come, Edgar Ravenswood, either in 
fatal anger, or in still more fatal love." 

<< In neither,'' said Ravemwood, '' I give 
you mine honour-«-i mean, I assure you/' 

Alice could not see his blushing cheek, 
but she noticed his hesitation, and that he 
retracted the pledge which he seemed at 
first disposed to attach to his denial, 

<' It is so, then,^ i^e said, <« and there- 
fore she is to tarry by the Miermaiden^ 
W^U ! Often has it been called a place fa- 
tal to the race ^ RaTanfi^wood<«-6fben has 
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it proised so— ->but nevei; #m it iikely td^ve* 
rify- old sayings so nnach as on this day," 

^* You drive me to m^doess^ Alice/^ said 
Ravenswood ; '^ jou are more silly and 
more superstitious ^ than old Balderstone* 
Are you such : a wretched Christian as to 
suppose 1 should J maintaio war with the 
Ashton family, as< was the sangsinary cus- 
tom in elder times? or do yois suppose me 
40 foolish, that I cannot .walk by a young 
lady's side without plunging headlong in 
love with heri" 

<^ My thoughts," replied Alices ^* are myi 
own ; and if my^ mortal sight is closed to 
objects- present with me, it may be I can 
look wi«b morc^steadinesS'into future events. 
Are you. prepared to, ait lowest at the board 
whieh* Wiis once y^our. taker's own, unwil-i 
li^gly^ ^^9t connection and ally of his piipud 
wecessor ?<-^Are ycm ready to. Jive on his 
bounty — to linUow bim in the bye*^paths^ 4>f 
iatrigue ^nd chicane, which none can bet* 
tear point out to you-*ta gnaw the bonoa 
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of-'his^ prey when ii^ has derotif ed the sub^ 
stance ?-— Can you 887 as Sir William Aeh* 
t^m says-^thflik as he ' thii)ki»-^Vote as he 
votes, and calF yoiAr father's murderer your 
worshi|)ful fiather-in-law^ aiid revered p*-' 
tH)n? — Ravenswood, I am the eldest ser^ 
Vant of' your house, and I would rather see 
yOu shrouded and coffined," 
^* 'Thne tumult in Ravenswood's mind wa^ 
dftteommonly greats she struck upon And 
iWakened' a chord which he ' had for some 
Ume successfully silenced. He strode back^ 
wards 'and forwards through the little gar* 
^n with a hasty pace; and at length 
checking himselfi and stopping right op^ 
posite to AUce» he exdaimed^ *^ Womas i 
6ti the verge of the grave,' dare you urge 
the son of your master to blood and to re« 
Venge?" 

^* God fcMrbid !'' said Alice solemnly f" 
*<^and therefore I would h8y# you depart' 
these fatal bounds, wha'o yoer love* as 
wgU as '-your 'hatred; ^ threMens sure mis* 
chief, or at least disgrace, both to yourself 
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and others. I would shield, were it in the 
power of this withered hand, the Ashtons 
from- you and you from them, and both 
from their own passions* You can have 
nothing-^-^ught to have nothing, in com- 
mon with them— Begone from among them ; 
and if God has destined vengeance on the 
oppressor's house, do not you be the instru- 
ment" 

^ I will think on what you have said, 
Alice," said Eavenswood more composed- 
ly. *• I believe you mean truly and faitln 
fully by me, but you urge the freedom of 
an ancient domestic somewhat too far. 
But farewell ; and if Heaven afford me 
better means, I will not fait to contribute 
to your comfort." 

He attempted to put a piece Of gold into 
her hand, which she refused to receive; 
and, in the slight struggle attending his 
wish to force it upon her, it dropped to 
the earth. 

. ^* Let it remain an instant on the ground/ 
said Alice, as the Master stooped* to rsiise 
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y^ ; </ and believe me, that piece of gold is 
an emblem of her whom you love ; she is 
ds precious, I grant, but you must stoop 
even to abasement before you can win her. 
For mc, I have as little to do with gold as 
Yfikh earthly passions ; and the best news 
that the world has in store for me is, that 
Edgar Ravetiawood is an hundred miles dis« 
tant from* the seat of his ancestors, with the 
determination never again to review it.*^ 

*^ Alice," said the Master, who began to 
think this earnestness had some more secret . 
cause than arose from any thing that the 
blind woman could have gathered from this 
pasual visit, *^ I have heard- you praised by 
my mother for your sense, acuteness, and 
fidelity j you are no fool to start at sha^ 
dows, or to dread old superstitious saws, 
like Caleb Balderstone ; tell me distinctly 
where my danger lies, if you are aware of 
any which is tending towards me. If I 
know myself, I am free from all such views 
respecting Miss As^ton as you impute to 
me. I have necessary business to settle 
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with Sir William— thlit arranged, I lihiilP 
depart j and with as little wislr^ ats yon rtaj^ 
easily believe, to return to a place full of 
ihelancholy subjects of reflection, aii yoft" 
have to see me here,** 

Alice bent her sightless eyes on the 
ground, and was for a nroment plunged itf 
deep meditation. •* I will speak the truth,^ 
she said, at length raising up her head 
•* I wiU tell yau the source rf my appre-* 
hensions, whether my candour be for good^ 
or evil — Lucy Ashton loves you. Lord df 
Havenswood !'* . • i 

*' It is impossible," said the Mast^f. ''' 
** A thousand circumstanced have pfovetf 
it to m6. ' Her thoughts have tui'ned oil n'of* 
one else since you saved He* froiA death,' 
and that my experienced judgment has won 
from her own conversation. Having told 
you this— if you are indeed a gentleman and 
your father's son— -you will make it a motive 
for flying from her presence. Her passion 
will die like a lamp, for want of that the 
flame should feed upon; but, "if you re- 
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aptio Here, her destruction, or yourSy or 
^^%, of both, will be the inevitable conse- 
q^epce pf her misplaced attachment* I 
tfillyoii tbi$ secret unwillingly, but it could 
not have been hid long frpm your own ob-^ 
sc^vation $ and it is better you learn it from 
q^ine. Depart^ Master of Qavenswood — 
JOU; have my secret. If you remain aa 
bau^r under Sir William Ashto«*s roof with« 
out the I'esol^tion to marry his daughter^ 
you are a villain-— if with the purpose of 
allying yourself with hi^^ you are ao infa- 
tuated and predestined faoh"* 

So saying, the old blind woman aro8e» 
assumed her staff, andi tottering to her hut» 
^tefed it and closed the door» leaving Ra^ 
«wiawoo4 to his own rel^fictionau , 
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CHAPTER VII. 

" Lorelier in her own recked abode 
I .1 than Naiad by the aide 
Of Grecian brook--or Lady of the Mere 
Lone sitting by the shores of old romance* 

Wo&nswORTH. 

The tneditations of Ravenswood wese 
of a very sinixed complexioa. He saw. him* 
self at once in the very diiemnia whicfaLhe 
had for some time felt apprehensive he 
might be placed in. The pleasure he felt 
in Lucy's company had indeed approached 
to fascination, yet it had never altogether 
surmounted his internal reluctance to wed 
with the daughter of his father's foe ; and 
even in forgiving Sir William Ashton the 
injuries which his house had received, and 
giving him credit for the kind intentions 
^he professed to entertaiut he could not 
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bring himself to contemplate as possible 
an alliance betwixt their houses. Still he 
felt that Alice spoke truth, and that his 
honour now required he should take an 
instant leave of Raveaswood Castle, or be- 
come a suitor of Lucy Ashton. Thp pos- 
sibility of bdng rqected, too, should he 
make advances to her wealthy and power- 
ful father — to sue for the hand of an Ash- 
ton and be refused — ^this were a consum- 
mation too disgraceful* <^ I wish her well/' 
he said to himself, << and for her. sake I 
forgive the injuries her father has done to 
my hcHise ; but I. will never— no, never 
see her more !" 

With one bitter pang he adopted this 
resolution, just as he came to where, two 
paths {>arted ; the one to the Mermaiden's 
Fountain, wheire he knew Lucy waited him, 
the other leading to the Castle by another 
and more circuitous road. He paused aa 
instant when about to take the latter path, 
tlnnking what apology he should make for 
conduct which must needs seem extraor^ 
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dinary, and had just muttered to himself 
*« Sudden news from' £dtiiburgh-~any pre* 
tekt will lierve — only let me daily no longer 
here,** when young Henry came flying up 
tp him, half out of breath — *^ Master, Mas- 
ter — ^you must give Lucy your arm back to 
the castle, for I cannot give ber mine ; fi^r 
Norman is waiting for me, and I am to gO 
with bim to make his ring-walk, and I wcmld 
not stay away for a gold Jac(rf>us, and Lucy 
is afraid to walk home alone, though all 
the wild nowt hiive been siiot, and so yea 
must come awiy directly.**' 

Betwixt two scales equally loaded, a fea« 
ther's weight will turn the scale. *• It is 
impossible for me to leaVe the youftg \ dy 
in the wood alone>" said Ravenswood 
** to see her once more ican be- of little 
consequence, after the frequent meetings 
we have had— ^I ought 40a, in courttsy, to 
apprize her of my intenlien to qwt tke 
castJe." /. . 

And having thus satisfied > himself that 
he was taking not onfy a wise^ hat ab $Jb» 
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^^kitelj m^ccsmxy st^j^ ke toak^ the paAh 

40 4lie £itsil foimtaii]. Henry no soptier 

Mw him on the way to join hU mttv, than 

, he yWMS oC like l^htniog . in another direc- 

ti^9 to isiqoy the society of the forester 

m tbeir congenial pursuits. Ravenswood» 

iiot allowing himsielf to give a second 

. ;Ui^»jpght to the propriety of iiis OMm con- 

,du^t» : walked with a quick step towards 

.the streain, . where he found Lucy seated 

: alone by the ruin. 

,. She sate upon one of the disjointed 
stones of the ancient fountain, and seem- 
ed to watch the progress of its cuirenty as 
it bubbled forth to day-light, in gay and 
eparkling profu9ton» from under the shadow 
of the ribbed and darksome vault with 
twhich veneration, or perhaps rmnorse^ bad 
canopied ita source. To a superstitious 
eye^ Lucy Ashtmit folded in her plaiden 
mantie, with, her Img hair, escaping part- 
ly from the snood and falling upon her 
stiver neck, mi^t have suggested the idea 
of the murdered Nymph of the Fountain* 

VOL. II. , F 
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But Ravenswood only saw a feiaa^le ^^i* 
sitely beautiful^ and rendered yet more sa 
in his eyes — how could it be othcf wise-^ 
by the consciousness th^t she had placi^d 
her affections on him. As he gassed on 
her, he felt his fixed resolution melting 
like wax in the sun, and hastened, ther^^p 
fore, from his concealment in the xieigb- 
bouring thicket. She saluted him, but did 
tiot arise from the stone on which ^e was 
seated. 

«« My mad-cap brcAher," she said, " has 
left me, but I expert him back in a few 
minutes — for fortunately, as every thing, 
at least any thing, pleases him for a mL- 
nute, nothing has charms for him much 
longer." 

Ravenswood did poit feel the power of 
informing Lucy diat her brother n^dita^ 
ted a distant excursion, and would jiot re- 
turn in hast^. He sate himself down ob 
the grass, at some litde distance from Miss 
AshtoB, and bpth were silent for a short 

4ipace. 

11 
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<• 1 Kke this spot,** said Lucy at lengthy 
as if she had found the silence embarrass- 
ing J ^ the i)ubbling murmur of the clear 
fountain, the waving of the trees, the prq- 
ftsion of grass and wild- flowers, that rise 
among the ruins, make it like a scene in 
romance. I think, too, I have heard it is 
a spot connected with the legendary lore 
wliich I love SQf well." 

«« It has been thought;** answered Ra^ 
veaswoOd, ^'a fatal spot to our family, and 
1' have some reason to term it so, for it 
was here I 'first saw Miss Ash ton — ^and it 
is here Imuft take my leav« of her for 
•ever.** 

The blood, which the first part of tin's 
speech called into Lucy's cheeks, was 
speecSIy expelled by its coadusion. 
' *< To take leave of us. Master !'* she ex- 
<ilaimed ^ " what can Tiave happened to 
hurry you away ?— I know Alice hates — ^I 
mean dislikes my father— and I hardly un- 
derstood her humour to-day, it was so 
mysterioui^ But I ak certain my father is 
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Sincerely grateftil for the bi^ seii^ice jou 
rendered us. lliet me hope thitfe hai^iig 
iven your friendship hardly^ we shall mrt 
lose it lightly.'* 

^' Lose it» Mks AE^tOft ?— *N€-^^ereMr 
my fortune c^lis ttie^**whiik€href «lle ioAuis 
upon me-^t is Jfrour friMd^^^our amcMe 
friendi who adts or sufleri^ Bat ihereriis^ 
fate on tne, and I imist go^ or I skatt add 
the ruin of others to my ow©«* ' 

<' Yet dd not go^fronii us^ Mai^er^^' said 
Lucy ; and she laid hef band ^ia ail sioafli* 
city and kindness^ trpon tbe- skitt of Us 
cloaky as if to detain bim-^^* You shB& not 
part from us — My father is powerful i be 
has friends that are tnol^ i^ than himself 
do not go till yf>u faee what tiis gratitude 
will do for you. Bdieve me, be is aiready 
labouring in you* beh^ wirfi tbfe Council.'* 

<« It may be so,^ said the Mtster, pimd** 
ly; " y^^ it '^^ iiot to your fetber, Met 
Ash ton, but to my own exerfiiMis^ tfa«t i 
ought to owe success in the caMer tm 
wliich i am about to eiiten M^ prefoia*- 
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tiMiB Me afarndy made — a sword and a 
doaky and a bold heart asd a determined 
band." 

Lucy covered her face with her hand% 
and the tears, in spite of her, forced their 
way. between her fingers* ** Forgive me," 
Mifl Raveaawood, taking her right band, 
whidu after slight Teaistance> she yieldied 
t^ hia, jtitt eoQtiaiiHOg to shade her face 
with the left^^H I aua loo nide*^too r<HXgh 
'-Moo tntractable to deal with any being 
so soft and gei^e as you are« Foi^et that 
so stern a viaon has crassed yonr path of 
life^-^rand let me pursue mine, sure that I 
easi mmt with a^ worse- misfortune after 
ihe moment it divides me from your side." 

Iai^ wept on, b^it her tears were less 
bitter. Each ;attenipt which the Master 
made to explain his.puipose qI* departure^ 
only proved a new evidence of his desire 
to stay ; until, at length, instead of bid- 
ding lier lareweli) he gave his faith to |ier 
for ^ever, and received her troth in return* 
The whcde passed so si^ddenly, and arose 
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so much. out of. the- immediate iropdlse o^ 
the moment, that ere the Master of Ra- 
venswood could reflect upon the conse- 
quences of Ae step which he had taken, 
their lips» as well as their hands, bad 
pledged the sincerity of their affection. 
. <' And now," he said, after a momenta 
consideration, ««^it is fit I should speak. to 
Sir William Ashton — he must know of our 
f ngagement^ Ravenswood mwt not -seem 
to dwell under his rooC to solicit olaiidss* 
tinely the affections of his daughter/' 

^ You: would not speak to my farther on. 
Uie. subject," said Lucy, doubtingly; and 
then added more warmly, " O do not-** 
do not 1 Let your lot in life be determined 
— ^ypur sjlation and purpose ascertained,, be- 
fere you address tny fiither ; I am sure he 
loves you — I think he will consent — but 
then my mother". 


I ■ ! » 


She paused, ashamed to express the 
doubt she felt how far her father dared^lo 
form any peeitive resolution on tbia most 


THS BRIDE OP LAM ICBmOOR. 127 

important subject, without the consent of 
his lady. 

<* Your mother, my Lucy ?" replied Ra- 
venswood ; ^< she is oi the house of Doa« 
glas, a house that has intermarried with 
mine, even when its glory and power were 
at the highesft^^— what could your mother 
object to my alliance ?" 
. ^< I did not say object/' said Lucy; 
^ but she is jealous of her rights, and may 
4dakn a mother's title to be consulted in 
the first instance." 

^^ fie it 80," replied Ravenswood ; ^y Lon 
don is distant, but a letter will reach i^ 
and receive an answer within a fortnight— 
1 will not press on the Lord Keeper for an 
instant reply to my proposal.* 

" But,** hesitated. Lucy, «« were it not 
better to wait~-to wait a few weeks— were 
my mother to see you— to know you'll 
am sure she would approve ; Jiut you are 
unacquainted personally, and the ancient 
ftud between, the femilies"— — 

Ravenswood. fixed upon her his keen 
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dark eyest as if he was desiroos of penetjra* 
tiDg'into her very soul. 

" Lucy/' he said, ," I have ^sacrificed to 
you projects of vengeance long nnrsed^ 
and sworn to with ceremonies little better 
than heathen — I sacrificed them to your 
image, ere I knew the worth which it re* 
presented. In the evening which succeeded 
my poor father's funeral, I cut a lock from, 
my hair, and, as it consumed in the fire, I 
swore that my rage and revenge should 
pursue his enemies, until they shrivelled 
before me like \hat scorched*up symbol of 
annihilation." 

*< It was a deadly sin,'' said Lucy, turn* 
iftg pale, ** to make a vow so fatal." 

<< I acknowledge it," said Ravenswood, 
^ and it had be^n a wgrse crime to keep it. 
It was for your sake that I abjured these 
purposes of vengeance, though I scarce 
knew that such ^vras the argument by which 
I was conquered, until I saw you once 
more, and became conscious of the in^o*- 
ence you possessed over me." 
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" And why do you now," said Lucy» 
^ recaU seatimenls so terrible-^HientiBieots 
so mconsisteot witk those 3roa profess for 
me-^witb those your imjiortuiiity has pre* 
vailed ou me to acknowledge ?^ 

*< Because I would impress on you the 
price at which I have bought your iove*^ 
the right I have to expect your ocnstancy. 
I say not that I have bartered for it the 
honour of my house, its last remaining pos- 
session— but though I s^y it not^ and think 
it not, I cannot conceal from myself that 
tiie world may do both.** 

<« If such are your sentiments," said 
Lucy, ^< you have played a cruel game with 
me. J3ut it is not too late to give tt over->^ 
take back the faith and troth which you 
could not plight to me without suffering 
abatement of honour^-«^let what is passed 
be as if it had not been-^forget me~I will 
endeavour to forget myself." 

^ You do me injustice," said the Master 
of {lavenswood ; " by all I hpld true and 
honourable, you do me tlie extremity of 

F 8 
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iiijustice— ^if I meationed the price at 
which I have bought your lovet ttis orAf 
to shew how niuc^ Lprize it, to bind our 
engagement by a stillr firmev tie,, and to* 
shew, by what I have done to attain this 
station in your regard, how much I must 
suffer shoHld yoirever break yourfaith.'" 
. " And why, . Bawnswood,** » soiswereA 
Lucy, ^<'should you think that possible ?•--* 
Why should you urge roe. with evea the 
mention of infidelity P-^-Ifr it because I ask 
you to €ldty appl}!ing to my father for s^ 
little space of time ?~ Bind me by what 
vows }^ou please ; if vows are unnecessary 
to seeure constancy, they may yet prevent 
suspicioa." 

Ravenswood pleaded, apologized, and 
even kneeled, to appease her displeasure; 
and Lucy, as placable as she was single* 
hearted, readily forgave the offence which 
his doubts had impKed. The: dispute thus 
agitated, however, ended by the lovers 
going through an emblematic ceremony of 
their troth-plight of which, tlic. vulgar. stili 


|nre«erve some ttmees. They broke be# 
twixt them the Ain' broad-piece of gold 
which AMce had rcfuMd to • receive firom 
RaveoBwood. 

^* And oerer shall this leave mj boaom," 
said Lucy, as she hui^ the piece of gold 
round her neck» and coBcealed it with her 
handkerchief, *< until you, Edgar Ravens* 
wood^.ask me to resign it to you-^-aad» 
while I wear it» new sball that heart ac** 
knowledge another love dian your's." 

' With IHce protestations, Raveoswood 
placed bis portion of the coin opposite to 
his heart. And nowj at lengtii, it struck 
them, thait time had hurried ^t on du- 
ring this interview, and their absence at 
the castle would be* subject of* remark, if 
not of alarm* As they arose to leave the 
founts which had been witness of th^dr 
mutual engagement, am arrow whistled 
through the air, and struck a raven perch- 
ed on the sere bfanch of an old oak» near 
to where they bad been seated. The bird 
ftuttered a few yard% and dropped at tbo. 
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feet of Lucy, v^hose. diets was atsioed mhh 
tome spate of its t4oodL 

Mist Athtoa nw mudi akurmed^f aii4 
Ravenswood, surprised and aiigiy» looked 
everywhm^e for tlie jxiarktmaiif wJbo bad 
giveq them a proof of his skill as Uttte es* 
pected as desirod. He was not kmg of 
discoveriiig himsdf# being no othw timm 
Hesry Ashton^ wko oasie ruiMi|]% mp witli 
a cross-bow m bis h^d* 

«« I knew I sbouki 4itartle yoti/' be said } 
^< and do you /know you loosed so busy 
that I tlpougbt it wottid imve Allen souse 
on your beads before yo» wei^ aiwroof it 
-«^What was the Mtster saj^og to youg 
Lucy?" 

<< I was teUing your, sister what an idte 
lad yea wefe^ keeptog ua waitiog htte £»r 
you so kno^" saM Ravenswoddt to . aaYO 
Luey's confusion* 

« Waiting for me? Why, I told you to 
see Lpcy home^ and that I was to go to 
make, the ring-wjtlk with old Norman in 
the Hayberry thncket^ and you may be 
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fiuie lh«t :waiild 4aliw li good hour, and we 
bave all the dwt$ mirks aod iiirQishee 
got) while you were stttiag hew with iMcy 
it)ie a iuy 4ooQ»" 

•^ Well, well, Mr Henry," Mid Ravens- 
wood} «^but let US aee bow yoa wiH an% 
SWOT to nie for killK^ the ravea« Do you 
kooir tbe raveoi we all under the proteo* 
tion of the Ijotda of Save»awood, and, to 
kiU one in their presence, is such bad kiek 
th^it deserves the stab T 

«^ And that's what Nocman said," replied 
^e boy ; ^ be ' oame as far with me as 
within a ffigbtshot of yom and be said be 
nearer saw a mwn ut stiU so near Uring 
folk% and he vrished it might be for good 
luckr ; fw tile rsiven is one ^ the wild^t 
birds that flies, unless it be a tame one*-«^ 
and so I or^ on and on, till I was wi&in 
three score yards of trim, and then wbia 
went the bolt, and there tie lies^ ftiih ! Was 
it not well shot f<^and, I dtkre say^ I have 
not shot in ft cfoss*bow«-Hnot ten timea, 
maybe»" 
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** Admirably shot indeed,'' said Ravisi»«^ 
wood ; " and you will be a fine marksmaa' 
if you practise hard.'* 

** That's what Norman says," answereil^ 
the boy; ** but lam sure it is not my fault 
if I do not^ practise enough ; for, of h^t 
will, I' would do little else, only my father 
and tutor are angry sometknes, and only 
Miss Lucy there ^ves herself iairs about- 
my being busy, for all she can sit idte by a 
well-side the whole day when she has a 
handsome young gentleman to prate wi'-^ 
I have known her do so- twenty -times, if: 
you will believe me." 

The boy looked at his s^er as fre spdK^e^ . 
and, in the midst of his mischievous chafr' 
ter, had the sense to see that be was really- 
inflicting pain upon her, though without 
being able to compreliend the .cause or ihe 
amount. 

" Come now, Lucy," he said*^ ** don't 
greet ; amd if I have said any thing beside 
the mark, I'll deny it again— ahd whiat does* 
the Master of Bavenswood care if you had- 
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a kundred sweethearta-Hio ne'er put fingers 
m your eye about it.'' 

The Master of Ravenswood was« for 

the moffient, scarce satisfied with what be 

heard ; yet bis good sense naturally re^ 

garded it as the chatter of a spoiled boy> 

who strove to mortify his sister in the 

point which seemed most accesstUe for 

the time. But, although of a temper equals 

}y slow in receiving impressions, and ob» 

stinate in retaining them, the prattle of 

Henry se]:ved to nourisb m. his. mind some 

vague suspicion, that his present engage* 

ment might only end in his beiog exposed 

Uke a vanquished enemy in a Roman tri- 

umphi a captive, attendant on the car of a 

viictor, who meditated only the satiating 

bis pride at .the expense of the vanquished. 

There was, we repeat it, no real ground 

whatever for such an apprehension, nor 

ecHiddbe be said seriously ta entertain such 

£01* a moment Indeed.it was impossible 

to look at the clear blue eye of Lucy Ash* 

t^ii, asid entertaimtbe slightest permaneot 
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doubt concemiog Ibe sinceri^ of her dis* 
position. Stilly however, conscious pride 
aod xxmscidus poverty combivied to ren- 
der a mind saspictous, which, in more for- 
tanate circumstances^ would have been a 
stranger to that as weU as to other mean- 
ness. 

They reached the castle, where Sir Wil- 
liam Ashton, who had been alarmed foy 
the length of their stay» met them in th^ 
balL 

*• Had Lucy," he said, ^« been in any 
other company than that of one who had 
shewn he had so comfdete power of pro- 
tecting her, he confessed be sboukl have 
been very uneasyi and would Imva dis- 
patched persons in quest of them. But, 
in the company of the Master of Ravens- 
wood, he knew bis daughter had nc^ing 
to dread.*" 

Lucy commenced some apology for their 
long delay, but, conscience-struck, became 
confused as she proceeded } and when Ra- 
venswood, coming to her askistaaee, en- 
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deavoured to Msdar the explanatiMft com* 
plete and satisfactory, he only kkvaived 
himself in the same discH*der, like cm 
^ho, endeavauring to extricate his cam-, 
panion fh)m a slough, entangles hknaelf 
ia the 'satne teoacious swamp* It cannot 
be sijqpposed that the confusion of Ijhe two 
youd^ul lovers escaped the observation of 
the wily lawyei;, accustomed, by habit and 
profession, to trace human nature thi^gii 
all her windings. But it was not his pre* 
sent policy to tnke any notice of what he 
c^served. He desired to hold the Master 
of Eav^swoodboond, but wished that he 
himself should be free } and it did not oc*. 
cur to him that his plan might be deieat- 
ed by Lucy's returning^Uie passion whidi 
be hoped she might inspire. If she should 
adppt some romantic feelings towards lla^ 
venswood, in which circumstances^ or the 
positive and absolute opposition of X4idy 
Ashton, might render it unadvisable to 
indulge her, the Lord Keeper conceived 
they, might be easily superseded and an* 
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woder tiie yisdt taficiently naturaly and to 
Ant the mouths of thdae who might tie 
disposed to mifMite it to a political hu 
irigue* He tnstairtl^ accepted the affirrod 
visits determined^ however, that he wouiiti 
liot pledge himeeif an inch farther fyr the 
jfortheronoe of their views than petuon (hjr 
which he dieant his owa self ^ioteveftt)^ 
riibuld plainly point omt to hitn m propeix* 
Two ctrcuotsbaTiaes partioaBarly cle%ht» 
eel him ; the preience of Rtveoawood, and 
the abseoce of his bwii lady« By havk^; 
the former under his raof«^ hecoiioeificd he 
might be able to quash all siioh hazardous 
and hoetile proeeedtogs as he might other, 
wise have been engaged in, under the pa- 
tronage of the Marquis ; and Lucy, he fore- 
saw, would make, for his imcnediate pur^ 
pose of delay and procrastination, a much 
better mistress of his fknHiy than her mo- 
ther, who would, he was sure» in some 
diape or other, contrive to disconcert his 
political schemes by her proud and impla- 
cable temper, ' 
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Hts anxious solicttatioiis that the Mas- 
ter would stay to receive his kinsmaOi were 
of course readily complied witb» since the^ 
4^!celmrcu$emewt wluch had taken place at 
the Mermaiden's Fountain bad removed all 
wish f(H* sudden departure* Lucy and 
Lockhard had» therefor^ orders to provide 
all things necessary iaiheiridiifiEerMt depart- 
ments, for receiving the expected guests» 
with a pomp and display of hixnry very 
uncomiBon in Scotland at that remote pe- 
liod* 


^.'t 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

■v 

Marall Sir^ tbe man of honour's come. 
Newly alighte d ■ ■ - ^ 

Overreach, ibi without T^ly> 
And do as I command.—— 
Is the loud music I gave order for 

Ready to receive him ? 

New Way to Fay Old Debts, 

Sir William Ashton, although a man 
of sense, legal information, and great prac- 
tical knowledge of the world,, had yet some 
points of character which corresponded 
better with tbe timidity of his disposition 
and the supple arts by which he had risen 
in the world, than to the degree of emi- 
nence which he had attained ; as they tend- 
ed to shew an original mediocrity of under- 
standing,, however highly it had been culti- 
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yatedy and a native meanness of disposition, 
however carefully veiled. He loved the 
ostentatious display of his wealth, less as a 
man to whom habit has made it necessary, 
than as one to whom it is still delightful 
from its novelty. The most trivial details 
did not escape him ; and Lucy soon leam^ 
ed to watch the flush of scorn which cross- 
ed Ravenswood's cheek, when he heard her 
father gravely arguing with Lockhard, nay, 
even with the old housekeeper, upon cir- 
cumstances which, .in families of rank, are 
left uncared for, because it is supposed im- 
possible they can be neglected. 

^< I could pardon Sir William," said Ra« 
venswood one evening aflier he had left the 
room, '^ some general anxiety upon this 
occasion, for the Marquis's visit is an ho- 
nour, and should be received as such ; but 
I am worn out by these miserable minutiae 
of the buttery, and the larder, and the very 
hen-qoop — they drive me beyond my pa^ 
tience } I would rather endure tlie poverty 
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^Woir«Cmg^, tbm be peMered ilrkk t^ 

tv^aHh ^ Ravenswood Castle." 
^ And yttf" said Lucy^ '* it was by al- 

t^tiofi to tbese mifiuties thdt my father 

at!qtared the property "'----«— 
*» Which my aQcestofs sold ft)r feck ef 

ft^'* answiered Ravemwood. «* Be it so ;. a 

p0rter still bears but a bunheni tl^eughtlie 

burthen be of gold^*' 

Lucy sighed ; she perceived too plainly 
that her lover Iiekl in scorn the mamieis 
add habits of a father, to whom she bad 
long looked up as her best and most pax^ 
tial friend, whose fondness had oflen eofir 
aoled her for her mother's contemptuous 
harshness. 

The lovers soon discovered that they 
differed upon other and no less important 
topics. Religion, the mother of peaee^ 
was, in those days of discord, so much mi^ 
construed and mistaken, that her rules and 
forms were, the subject of the most/opp<^* 
site opinions wd tiie most hostile aoimost^ 
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^es; The Lord Keeper^ being a whig> .waa* 
of course, a presby terian, and had found it 
eenvenient, at different periods, to exprew 
gf eater zeal for the kirk, than perhaps he 
really, felt. His family, equally of couj:s0» 
vere^ained ttnder the same institution. Ra-i 
Venawood, as we know, was. a Htgh-Church 
man, or Episcopalian^ and frequently ob-^ 
jected to Lncy the fanaticisai of some of her 
own communion, whUe she intimated^ ra- 
t^er than expressed, horror at the latitudi- 
aarian prfnciples which she had been taught 
to think connected with ihe prelatical form 
of charch«-government. 

Thus, although their mutual alfectioa 
seemed to increase rather than to be dimi«' 
tisshed, as their characters opened more 
BaXiy^ on each other, the feelings of each 
were mii^led with some less agreeable in- 
gredients, laicy felt a secret awe, ao&id 
aU her affection for Ravenswood. His soul 
was of .an h^;her^ prouder character , than 
those' with whom the 4iad hitherto i^xed 
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4n Intercttiirse ; his Id^as^vere more fierce 
^nd-free; and liecoDtemned mtfiiy of the 
•'0|^ini'otas%^hibh-had b«en ineuldated upim 
lifer, as ehiHRy dematSitig iter v6nreratioii. 
Oh the <>tfaer hand, Ravenswcxkl saw in 
ZiUcjrA soft and flexible character, Whicb^ 
in his eyes at least, *te^med tdo rasoepliWe 
-of being tsfioulddd to any fonn by those 
*with whom she lived. He felt that his 
-olRrn temper require a piariner of a more 
independent spirit, who^eould set sail ^th 
him on his course of life, resblred as him- 
self to dare indSfferently the storm and 
the favouring breeze. Bot Lucy was 'so 
^beautiful, so devotedly attached to him, 
of a temper so exquisitely ^ soft and kind, 
that, while he could have wished it were 
possible to inspire her with a greater >de- 
gfee of firmness and resdtttion, 'and 'wfai}e 
he sometimes became impdUent-of' the) ex- 
treme fear which she expressed of thlar 
ttttachment being prematurely discovenrd^ 
*be 4elt that the softness of a mind^ «amQcmt- 
ing almost to feeMeness, rendered "^her 
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^ven detrer to lum, as a beiog who had 
voluntarily cking to him for protection, 
4md made bim the arbiter of* her iaie 
'lbr^ea}'t>r' woe* His feelings towards her 
•at <^icb momenfas, were those which hare 
tteen «in€e so beauti&Uy expre9sed by our 
'immortal Joanna BaiUie ^ 


•*' Thou sweetest thing. 


Thsit e'er did fix its Ughtly-fibred sprays 
To the rude rwk, ch. ! w^d'it thou ding to me ? 
^oiigb andJItoiai^^wom I am«»ryet love jpae qm • 
. T][ipu<kvfi^ 4<Q#t^ ^>^^ l^'ve thee, again 

With true and Jiop^t heart, though all unmeet 
To be the mate of such sweet gentleness." 

Thus the very points in which.tbey :dtf- 

^red, seemed, in «ome measure, 4o ensure 

#te Gontinoanee of their mutual a^bctiom 

-^f, indeed, they had ao fully appreciated 

^^eadh 'Other% ^character >belbre the burst of 

passion in whidi they hastily pledged tiieir 

^oth to eaeh other, Lucy might iiave fear- 

^^d RaT^nswood too much ^ever to have 

'loved htm, imd he might have construed 
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her softness and docile temper as imbeciK* 
ty, rendering her un^worthy of his regard. 
But theyi»tood pledged to each other; and 
Lucy only feared that her lover's prid^ 
might one day teach him to regret his at- 
tachment, Ravenswood tliat a miad so duc- 
tile as Lucy's might, in absence or difBctit- 
ties, be induced, by the entreaties or influ- 
ence of those around her, to renounce the 
engagement she had formed* 

" Do not fear it," said Lucy, when, 
upon one occasion, a hint of such suspi- 
cion escaped her lover j ** the mirrors which 
receive the reflection of all successive ob- 
jects are frained of hard materials like glass 
or steel — the softer substanpes, when they 
receive aii impression, retain it undefaeedw** 

<^ This is poetry, Lucy," said Ravens, 
wood ; ** and in poetry there is always M- 
lacy, and sometimes fiction/' 

<< Believe me then, once more, in iKHiest 
prose," said Lucy, << that, though I will ne« 
yer wed man without the consent tof my 
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parents* yet neither force nor perauasion 
shall dispose of my hand till you renounce 
the right I have given you to it.*' 

TBe lovers had ample time for such ex- 
planations. Henry was now more seldom 
their companion, being either a most unwil- 
ling attendant upon the lessons of his tutor, 
or a forward volunteer under the instruc- 
tions of the foresters or grooms. As for 
the Keeper, his^ mornings were spent in hift 
Mudy, maintaining correspondences of all 
kinds, and balancing in his anxious mind 
the various intelligence which he collected 
from every quarter concerning the expect- 
ed change of Scottish politics, and the pro* 
bable strength of the parties who were 
about to struggle for power* At other 
times. he busied himself about arranging, 
and countermanding, and then again ar- 
ranging, the preparations which he judged 
necessary f«r the reception of the Marquis 

of A; , whose, arrival had been twice 

delayed by. some necessary cause of deten- 



T 
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In the midst of all these various woett^ 
tionsy political and domestic, he seemed^ 
not to observe how much his daughter bjrA 
his guest were thrown into each othef '^ so* 
ciety, and was censured by many of bis 
neighboufs, according loathe fashion o# 
neighbours in all countries, for sufferingf 
such an intimate connection to take place 
betwixt two young persons. The only na» 
tural explanation was, that he designe^l 
them for each other ; while, in truth, his 
only motive was to temporize and procras- 
tinate, until he should discover the real 
extent of the interest which the Marquis 
took in Ravenswood's affairs, and the power 
which he was litsely to possess of advancitig 
them. Until these points should be made 
both clear and manifest, the Lord Keeper 
resolved that he would do nothing to com* 
mit himself, either in one shape or other, 
and, like many cunning persons, he wet* 
reached himself deplorably* 

Amongst tltose who had been disposed 
to censure, with the greatest severity^'tHe 


wi*-"' 
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MBductrof Sk William AshUm^ in percqit- 
Iji^ tlie [HTolonged resideoce of RaVensk 
wood under his roof, suid his constant aU 
tendance ou Mm Ashton, w^s the new. 
Xaird: of GirnioghAaie^ and his faithful 
squire and bo4tle-l¥)id«r« personpgi^^ fora^ 
•rly weU knowa tp us by the names of 
Hayston and Bu€^w« 9nd hi^i cpmpanioa 
Captain Craigeogelt. The fornner hjad al^ 
maidy succeeded to^ the exteosive property 
of hiSi long^^ltved gr^ndfrnqt^ ajnd to cqusi. 
defable wealth i^estdK^ which, Ue had em* 
T^y^d in. redeeming his paternal aicres, 
(by the title 4f»|iectwalng! to. which be 4till 
ehose to be dc^gpa^edt) notwithstanding 
Captain CraigengeU had proposed to him 
a most advantageous iqpde of vesting the 
money in Law's scheme, wh/cb was just 
then set ab^roach^ and o^ere4 ^ sei;vices 
Id travel ex{)ress tp Faris^ for the purpose* 
But BuckUw had sk> far derived wisdom 
from advturaityt. th^t he would listen to qo 
proposal which Qmgex>gelt cqnld inventt 
Itaving a tendeocjr t^ vi^ hi$, newly^^icq^ui*- 
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red indepeodence. He that had once eat 
pease-bannocks, drank sour wine, and skpt 
in the secret chamber at Wolf's Crag, would, 
he said, prize good cheer and a soft bed as 
long as he lived,- and take speeial care n^ 
yer to need such hospitality again. 

Craigengelt, therefore, found himself dis^ 
appointed in the first hopes he had enteiv 
tained of making a good hand of the Laird 
of Bucklaw. Still, however, he reaped many 
advantages from his friend's good fortune^ 
Bucktaw, who had never been at all scru* 
pulous in chustng his (companions, was ao> 
customed to, and entertained by a fellow^ 
whom he could either laugh with or laugh 
at as he had a mind, who wouldtake, ac*« 
wording to Scottish phrase, << the bit and 
the buffet,'^ understood all sports^ whether 
without or within doors, and, when the 
Laird had a 'mind for a bottle of wine, (no 
infrequent circumstance,) was always ready 
to save him from the scandal of getting 
drunk by hittwelf. Upon these terms Craig- 
engelt was the frequent,, almost thq con* 
fitant, inmate of the house of Gira^ghame# 


TH£ BfilDE 07 LAM K£RMOOE# 1S9 

In no time, and under no possibility of- 
circudostanceas, could good have been de« 
rived from such an intimacy, however ito 
1»ad consequences might bq qualified by 
the thorough knowledge which Bucklaw 
pp^essed of hia dependant's character, and 
the high contempt in .which he held it* 
But as ciircOmstances stood, this, evil cottt-> 
munication was particularly liable to cor-, 
rupt what good principles nature had iiA- 
planted in. the patron. 
. Craigengelt had never forgiven the scorn 
with which Ravenswood had torn the^ 
n^ask of. courage s^nd honesty from his 
countenance ; and to exasperate Bucklaw's 
resentment against him, was the safest 
mq/ie of revenge which occurred to his 
cowardly, yet cunning and malignant dis- 
position* 

He brought up, on all occasions, the 
story of the challenge which Ravenswood 
had declined to accept, and endeavoured^ 
by every possible insinuation, to make his 
patron believe that his honour was con- 

68 
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< < 

<iera6d in bfiirging that matter to M hint 
by a present discussion with Rai^etrawood^ 
But reflfpecting ibis sobj^ct, Bueklaw kn^ 
posed on httn, at tengtb, a peretApiwf 
command of silence. 

«'I think," he said, <« the Master has 
treated me unlike a gentleman, and I see^ 
no right he bad to send me back a catalia 
answer wh^n I demanded the satisfik^tittitf 
of one—But he gave me tny Me once-^ 
and, in looking the matter over at present^ 
I put myself but ofi equal terms with hi m^ 
•^should he cross me again, I shalt consi*' 
der the old accompt as bahmced, and hisi^ 
Mastership will do well to took to him- 
self;' 

* That he should,* re-echoed Craigen^ 
gelt; ** for when yon sire iff pra^iee^ 
Bucklaw, I would bet a magnum you are 
through him before the third pass.*^' 

« Then you know nothing of the mat- 
ter," said Bucklaw, «• and you never saw* 
him fence." - ' 

" And I know nothing of the matter f^. 
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*a good jest» I prai»iM jour-^od ^ougli 
h nev^c saw Ravemwood fax^Wt hfve I 
Bot. been at lybnaieux Stgoon's 8QhQofj:w^(» 

have I not bMO at Sigimr PoQa'cj.at FJbp^ 
wnco» aq4 Mdnh^rs Durchstosa^qat Vien-* 
Ba» and hafe i notteeu all their pki^?* 

. ** 1 don't know wliether yon bave ov 
BOty** aaid Bbokfaur ; ^ but what about 
it, though you^badT' 

<« Only that I wUI be d-— .d if ever I 
saw Erench» Italian^ or High-DtttchnAan 
•f^er make foot^ hand,,. and eye^.k^tp time 
kalf so well as you^ Bucklaw/' . 

^ I believe you lie» Craigie,** said Buck- 
law y << however,. L can hold my own, bath > 
yMok single ri^ien back. sword, sword and- 
dagger^ broad*sword, or case of &ulchiaw 
"^and that's as much as any gentlemaft 
need know of the matter.'' 

. « And the jdouble uf what ninety- nine 
out of a hundred know," said Cr^jgen- 
geit J ** they tejiro .to qhang^- * few thriJipts 
with : the smalls »word» and tben» . tb^ctthr > 
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they tindefstand the noble art ol defencot 

Now, vhen 1 was at Rouen m the year 

169A» there was a Chevalier de Chapos 

and I went to the Opera, whei^e we fbuml 

three bits of English birkie s ■ ■ ' ' 

- ' :*^ Is it a long story you sate going ioi 

tell ?' said Backlaw, intenrupltiiig him witb« 

oat ceremony^ 

- ^* Just as yon IHce/^ ans«pered the pZM» 

site, " for we made short work of it." , rt 

*^ Then I Uke it short," said Bucklaw ; 
" is it serious or merry 7^ . . 

' ^ Devilish serious, I. assure you, and aa 
they found it i for the chevalier and I " i 

•< Then I dent like it at all," said. Buck* 
law ; 5« so fill a brimmer of .my auM auntie's 
claret, rest her heart ! And, as the Hieland^ 
man says, Skhch dock,nu slaailU" ^ 
' ^ That; was what toygh^ old Sir £vaa 
Dhu used to say. to me when I was out 


♦ ** Cut a drink with a tale ;** equiValent to the Eng- 
fish adage of ^ bobs OQriipaiiioiiSi doafl prea'ds oret 
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With the inetellM lads in 1689. * Cndgen- 
gelt/ he used to say, ^ jroa ar4 as pretty m 
iellow as ever held steel itk his grip, but 
you have one faiiltj' " ^ 
. ^* If he biM} kDOwn you as loig as I hare 
dmie,*^ saiU Bodklaw^^^ he would have 
fednd out some, twenty mMe; but hang 
Jong stof ies» give us your toast, man/* 

Craigengelt rose, went a tiptoe to the 
door, peeped out, shut it carrfuUy, came 
baiqk agaiu— clapped his tarnished gold- 
laced hat on one side of bi% head, took his 
glass in one hand, and touching the hilt of 
his- benger with the other, named, ^ This 
King over* the wateri.*^ 

^* I tell you what it is, Captain Craigen- 
gelt,?' said Bucklaw; << I shall keep. my 
mind to myself on these sut^iects, having 
.too much respect for the memory of mj 
veneraUe au^l; 6irmn|(ton to put her lands 
a2id tenements in. the way of committing 
treason ag%in^ esta^isl^ed authonity. Bripg 
BieKing Jam^s to £4itibiu^bf Captain, with 
thirty thousand meal at hi& back, Wdd T 


tell you* what I ^ink Bboui hk title ; but 
fts /at fufiniog tny neck iMa a noose, ami 
iny gooci broad land» iftto the- atatutary .pa** 
nalties, ' in that case, madr and pfovtded^*^ 
tely upon it yoo wiU find me no nicb fboL 
So when you mean to vapour with your 
banger and yoiMr dram- cup in rapport ^ 
treasonable tcmsts, y(M» mn^ find your ii^ 
qabt and cmnpany etsewhere."^ 

** Well, then,*'^ said Graigeng^t, ''naoie 
the toast yourself, and bo it wbat it liko,^ 
PI! pledge you we«e it a mile to the bo^ 
tom.** 

^ And Ifll give yoH a toast that deserves- 
it, my boy," said Bucklaw ^ ♦« wbat say. 
jrou to Miss Luey> Ashton V 

** Up with iti*^ isfaid the €aptai», as be- 
tossed off his brimmer, ^ the bonniest lass- 
VOL Lothian--^What a pity the old sneek^ 
drawing whigamorei her father, is about, 
to throw her away upon that rag of prid# 
iand beggltry, the Master of Ravenswood/^ 
^ *•* That's not quite «o^ clear^^ = said Buek*- 
^w, in a ton^ wbich, tiidugh it seemed^ 
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indifferent, excited his companicm's eager 
curiosity ; and not that oidy, but also his 
be^^e of working bimselF into some sort of 
otf nidence, which mighfc make him neces- 
sary to hfs patron y being by no means sa- 
tisfied to rest on mere suffenmce, if he- 
could form, by art or industry, a more 
j^rtnanent title to his fevoun 

^ 1 thenght/" ftiM h^ after a moment^ ^ 
pause, <^ that was a settled matter— *they 
are continually together, and nothing else 
is spoken of betwixt Lammerlaw and Trap-"* 
rain.** 

«* They may say what they please,** re- 
plied his patron, ^ but I know better, and 
ni give you Miss Lucy Ashton% healtk 
again> my boy * 

** And I would drink it on my knee,*^ 
said Craigengek, ** if I thought the girl 
had the spirit to jih that d^d son of ar 
Spamard.*^ 

' *« I am t<* request you will not otfe the 
word' jilt and Miss Ashton^l name toge- 
tfier/' said Bucklaw, gravely. 
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^* Jilty did I say ?«^tscard, *my lad of. 
a^es— rbycJpve, I meant to say discard^^ 
repUed Craigengislty ^< and I hope shell 
discard him like a sin air card at piquet,; 
and take in the King of Hear ts, my boy-~, 
B^t yet'*— r— 

, ^< But what ?" said his patron.^ 

<< But yet I know £&£ certain they are 
hpurs together sdone, and in the woods and 
the fields.*' 

.** Thatfa.her foolish father's dotage— 
th^t will be soon put out of the lass's, head, 
if it ever gets into it," answered Bucklaw* 
<* And now. fill your.glasa again* Captain, 
I am going to make you jiappy — I am go* 
ing to let, you into a secret a plot — a 
neosing plot — only the noose iabut ty«* 
jHcaU'*- 

t «• A marrying matter ?'! said Craigengelt, 
load his jaw fell as he asked the question ;. 
for he suspected that matrimony would xenn- 
der his situation at Giminghame; much more 
p^pcarious than during the joUy days, of hk^r 
patron's bachelorhood. 


_ J%. .M. tt-*- ^ — A. _ « • -A " .^^■* 
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<< Ay, a aiarriage, man," said Bucklaw ; 
^ but wherefore droops thy- mighty spiiiil^ 
and why grow the rubies on thy cheek sa 
pale ? The board wiU have a comer, aad^ 
the corner will have a trencher, and the 
trencher will have a gkvss beside it ; and 
the board- ^id shaU be fiUed» and the 
trencher and the glass ^all be replenished 
for thee, if all ^h^ petticoats in Lotbiaa^ 
had sworn the contrary-^ What, man ! I . 
am not the bay to put myself intaleadif^ 
strings.'^ 

' *^ So says many an honest fellow,^ said 
Craigengelt, *^ and some of my special 
friends ; but, curse me if I kno^ the rea«^ 
son, the women could never bear ,me, and 
always contrived to truodle me out of 1m^ 
TOur before the honey-moon was over/* - 

** If you could have kispt your ground- 
till that was over, you .might have made ai; 
good year's pension," ^id Bucklaw. 

" But I never could," amwicred^ the dc* 
jected pacasite j '^ there was my Lord Caan 


tlenOiddgn^we were hand: ansk glave^^I 
rude IKS' hocses-^boExo wed moneys both for. 
him^and from bim^-^tratnedbk bawksr W^ 
f&Dglit him: he^ to l^ bis^b^ts.; and \&^bea 
he took a Amcy- o£ marrying^ I marfiied hiav 
to^Katie Glegg, vfhem I thought myself as 
flore o£ s» man could be of wecyiaair Sgibd,. 
ahebad me out of tbe house, aa if I hade uot 
on wheels^ withini the fiist fortnighti" 

•^WeklL'* replied Buckkiv, « I think 1 
hme nothing of Caatle^ Cuddly ubaii me^i 
or Lucy of Katie Glegg. But yon acif^ 
the thing wiU go oit wbefchec you like it or 
fM^^-4ike only ^uesttcm is, ^vill yoit be me^ 
Mr ^ 

. ^ Usefiil ?-^aiiid to^ thee^ my lad, of 
knds^ my darlkig boy> whom I would 
tramp hare^ footed tlvrough tbe world for i 
-^name time, place, mode, and circirm* 
atanc^ aiul see if I will not be uaefol in 
all uses that can be deviaed/' 

*^ Why^ than, yo^ must, ride twa htm- 
daed mikt £bc me»" said thq paleon* 
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^ A tboMftnd, and call them a. flrate 
Icsp," aoswerad tlue^ depeadeali } ^ TU 
oittse saddle my horse dtrectly;'' 

^* Better stay till yoa know where yon 
aie: to go, aad ^bat -yoit ace to db,? qiraUii 
BMklaw% ** Yoa know I have a knswo^« 
man in Novthamberknd^ Lapdy Blenkensop. 
by* namct whoie old ae^padntanee I had 
the misfortuiie to lose in the period of my 
poverty, but the light of whose coante- 
nance shone forth upon mo when the stin 
of my prosperity began to arise**^ 

^ D — n ail such double-faced jades^^ 
effi^laimed Craigeirgelt, herofcalty j << thia 
I will say for John CraigengeU, that he is 
hfo fViend*s irieiwl through good report and 
bad report, poverty and riches; and yoa 
know something of that youneif. Buck- 

« 
^ I have not ferg^ your merits/' mdi 

his patron ; ^* I do remember^ that^ in tnyti 

e^tremitte^, you bad a mind to. e»^jiapmo 

ftr the ser<fioe of t\m Ebench king, or of 

the Pretender; and, moreover, that you 
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afterwards lent me a score of pmces, iHieir^ 
as I firmly believe^, ydu IuhI heard the i^ewA. 
that old Lady Oimington' bad a touch 0I 
the dead palsy. Bot don't be dowii^a9^ 
.Jfohn; I belie?e, * after all, you like VM 
very well in your way, and it is my mts;. 
fortune to have no better counsellor at 
pre8etft.-9-To return to tbiapLady Blenkets^ 
sop, you must know she is a close confe-. 
derate of Duchess Sarah,'' 

« What, of Sail Jennings !" exelaimed» 
Craigengelt; f^ then she must be a good, 
one." 

*? Hold your tongue, and keep your, 
Tory rants to yourself, if it be possible^^ 
said l^icklaw^; ^' I tell you, that through, 
the Dujcbess of Marlborough has this Nor.- 
tbumbrian cousin of mine become a crony, 
of Lady Ash ton, the Keeper's wife, or, I. 
may say, the Lord Keeper^s Lady Keepes^ 
aiid she has favoured Lady BlenkeMofi 
with . a visit on her return from Londoi^ 
m^t is just now at. her old mansion-house 


OH the. banks of ^ Wansbeck. Now, sk, 
m i$» bctf b^to tbe use and wcmt of tlraie 
ladt^ata cotwdec their husbaods as of oo 
importaDc^ in the; maQaffement .of their ow^ 
ftmitiea, it has been their present pleasure, 
:9ijtbout ooBSultiog Sir .William AahlpiH ta 
|Mlt on the ^pk a . mattimoniai «Uiaftce, ^ 
be concluded between Lucy Ashtonanl 
jny . own riglit honourable self. Lady Aab- 
ton acting as sel&constituted plenipoteqi- 
tiary mi the pait of her. daughter aad.hus. 
liaQd, and Mother BlenkensQpy equally un- 
accreditedf doing me the honour to be my 
representative* You may suppose I was a 
Uttle astonished when I found that a treaty» 
in which I was. so comiderably inteneaybedf 
bad advanced a good wigr before I was even 

consulted*" 

<^ Capot me if I think that waa aCcocd^ 
ing to the rules .of the game," said his cop^ 
fideAt } ^' aiMl pray, what answer did ymi 
return?" , * 

^ f* Why, XQff fest tbougiht was to teail 
the treaty to the^ devil, and the negocia* 


.— ii*.»^'*»<pr<»?el '1e^: <^. aV' 


WiiB ftloag wHh it, for aeovplie df 4nM- 

Willng dil ^wbmeii ; iny next ^as( to hv^ 

•very heartily } and tny 'thrrd and k^t-WBra 

' settled efitmn >that^he thing was rdasomu 

Me, and wedKl «uit me w^ll enough/^ 

^ Why, I thought you had never seen 
^e ^¥eweh bnt once— and .then she baki 
^her 'rMingfe-maak^on— *•! ittn sure you tdid 
•fctieso/' 

«« Ay— .bttt 1 Kked ^ler very w£91 tfien. 
Arid 'llavenawood's ^irty ^nsage ^f me-^ 
shutting meiottt of doors to dinewilh the 
lacqueys, because heliftd tho-Lord Keepel', 
forsooth, trnd his daughter, to be guests- in 
'his beggarly -cattle Of starvation — D-^n 
•«nie,'Graigengelt, if I ^ver forgive him'tfli 
f play hhn as good a-tridc.* 

« No more you should, if you «re a'ldd^ 
tjif mettle,^ said ' Craigengftlt, ^be -matter 
now takihg a tmti in which he eouM sym- 
^athtee j ^^-and 'if you cariy thia ^^eneh 
from him, it will break his hearf 

« That It will not,** said Biicklaw J « his 
ixeart is all steeled over with reason and 


fibiloiiDplgr'^thMigrthAt yw^iGrt^itt ^mam 
nothing about more thanrmjwetf, fir^ddielp 
jne^-k^Bot -it 'irill bvook hw iptifle^Mioagb, 
i«Dd tbat^ mhfit Vxa ^driving at" 

^ ^Bi$taii€e tiie»" wid (CrmgeogoU, ^< ibflit 
I know the reason now of his uinmnQBi^ 
"iiebafviour Bt In cddtqnolblQ-xkiwn. tower 
ywdeiu^^Asfaamodiof yougqpiagpai^ n ai ^ 
no l-a^Gwd,' he^waa^diflraid ^^ou wauU miim 
mtld<4ai:iy x^ tli&girk'' 

^<>do'<}t>u maRyithiaik;80 P^-^utno, ^no V^ 
im is la.deidlish dnl pMtlier nu. tkui/I 


, «« Wto<-<«4e ?" eflbefaiimd the parasitOM*. 

<* iie iis &s49laek .as^tbe crank; ^jsiid finr Jris 

i8iee-*^he^ »ibidl!Mlaw, toibe sure-^but^ve 

.me^a HgH ateat. 




« 

rupting binoy ^ aiad ^cm in^eifor Uitedi^ito 
-]Hxu.Miyoii 'wotilduaay ^as 'mutii if /I were 
haoch^back^ JBat >a8 to Jtawcnaw a o d ■ \ 
jse^dbaa^eptrno terais with <me<««^£U<keiep 
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none with hiin'--4f I eem win this girl from 

*« Win her ?— 'sWoad, you shall win her,, 
pointy quiiit^ and qnatteze, my king q£ 
trumps-^you shi^ll pique, repique, and ca^ 
^t hkn.^ 

. t« ^ithte, Stop thy gambting cant for 
one Instant,'' said Bucklaw« <^ ThiDgs have 
come thus far, that I have entertained the 
proposal of my kinswoman, agreed to the 
terms of jointure^ amount of fortune, and 
«o forth, and that the affiiir is to go. forward 
when Lady Ashton comes down, for she 
takes her daughter and her son in her own 
liand* Now, they want me to send up a 
eottfidential person with some writings.** : 

*< By this good wine, rU ride to the end. 
of the world^-the very gates cf Jericho, 
and. the judgment^seat of Prester John, for 
thee,'' ejaculated the Captain. f 

. «< Why, I believe you would do some- 
thing for me,. and a great deal for yoursdfi 
New, any one could carry the writiDgs ; 



^t you will have a little more to do ; you 
must contrive to drop out before my Lady 
Ashton^ just as if it were a matter of little 
consequence, the residence of Ravenswood 
at her husband's hous^ and his close inttt* 
course with Miss Ashton ; and you may tell 
ber» that all the country talks of a visit from 
the Marquis of A-*-^— , as it is suf^posed, to 
make up the match betwixt Ravenswood 
and he.r daughter. I should like to hear 
what she says to all this; for, rat m^ if I 
have any idea of starting for the plate 3$, 
all if Ravenswood is to win the race, and' 
he has odds against me already." 
, *< Never a bit — the weuch has too much 
sense-^and in that belief I drinkber health 
a third time ; aiid^ were time and place fit- 
ting! I would drink it on bended knees, 
and be that would not pledge me, I would 
make his guts garter hjis stockings." 

" Hark ye,, Craigengelt ; as you are go^ 
ing into the society of women of rank," 
said Bucklaw, «• I'U thank you to fofgej; 

VOL. II- . H. 


yobr strari|ge foltdcgbard ^aths and daftisielii 
.^ril write tptheti!!, thougb, that'ydu'arl^ 
a blunt'itotauglit lyUow.'' ' 

** Ay, aiy,** rtpMed Crbtgeiigeh ; •• a plaifib 
blunt, honest; down*right soldier.** 

«< Not to6 honest; nor too much of the 
soldier neither ; bat, sueh'as thbu al't, it ia 
my luck to need thee; fori triilst have sputf 
put to Lady Ashton's hiotions;** ' 

•« rii dash them u^ to the rowel- heads*"^ 
said Grai^engelt ; ^* she shall come here at 
the gsdlop» lite a cow ebased by a whole 
nest of Itornhs, aod her fall twisted ovier 
her runop like a cdrk-sciifeW.** '"'"'' 
'. '< And hear'ye; Craigie;" said BttcklaW; 
'' your boots anfd doublet are good elKMiglk 
to drink* in, as the miia says in the play^ 
but they txk tomewhat too greasy toac tea; 
table service^^prithee, gfet thy^f a little 
better rigged-otati and here 4^ to pay aU 
chmrges***". 

<< Nayi Bucklaw^^on my sodl» tPtm^m 
^eu use indHUt-^howev^bf,'' added Crai^h* 
gelt^ pocketdng the money^ m if you 
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havifi me' SO ftr indebted to you, I must be 
confomiiiig.'* 

<• Well, horse and away f* said the pa* 
tron, "so sobfi as you have got yoar rii- 
ding liviery <iii triili. You may ride the 
black crop-ear-^-^od hark ye. 111 make you 
a present of him to boot;'* 
: ** I drink to the good luck of my mis- 

flion,'' answered the ambassador, " in a 

■ 

hal^pint bumpen" 

^ I thank y^ Craigie, and pledge you«-i» 
I see nothing against it but the father or 
the girl taking a tantrum, and I am told 
the mother can wind them both round her 
little finger. Take eare not to afiront her 
^ with any of your jacobite jargon.^ 

^* O ay, true— she is a whig, and a friend 
of old Sail of Marlborough-— thank my stars^ 
I can hoist any colours at a pinch. I have 
fought as hard under John Churchill as 
ever I did under Dundee or the Duke of 
JBarwick.'^ 

^ I verily believe you, Craigie," said the 
lord of the .mansion ; *< but» G|«jgie^ df 
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you, pray, step down to the celfor and 
fetch us up a bottle of the Burgundy, 
1678 — it is in the fourth bm frotn the 
right-hand turn — And I say, Craigie— you 
may fetch up half-a-dozen, whilst, you are 
about it — Egad, we'll make a night ont^'' 


^ 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

And soon they spied the merry-men green, 
And eke tke coach and four. 

Duke upon' Duke. 

Craigenoelt set forth on his mission, 
so soon as his equipage was complete, 
prosecuted his journey with all diligence, 
and accomplished his commission with all 
the dexterity for which Bucklaw had gi- 
ven him credit. As he arrived with ere- 
cfentials from Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, he 
was extremely welcome to both ladies ; 
and those who are prejudiced in favour 
of a new acquaintance can, for a time 
at least, discover excellencies in his very 
faults, and perfections in his deficiencies. 
Although both ladies were accustomed to 
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good society, yet, being predetermined te 
find out an agreeable and well-behaved gen- 
tleman in Mr Hayston's friend, they sue-'* 
ceeded wonderfully in imposing on them- 
selves. It is true that Craigengelt was now 
handsomely dressed, and that was a point 
of no small consequence. But independent 
of outward shew, his blackguard impudence 
of address was construed into honourable 
bluntness,* becoming his supposed military 
profession ; his hectoring passed for cou- 
rage, and bis sauciness for wit. Lest, how^ 
ever, any one should think this a violation 
of probability, we must add, in fairness to 
the two ladies, that their discernment was 
greatly blinded, and their favour propitia^ 
ted, by the opportune arrival of Captain 
Craigengelt, in the moment when they 
were longing for a third hatid to mike a 
party at tredrille, in which, as in all games, 
whether of chance or skill, that worthy 
person was a great proficient. 

When he found himself established in 
favour^ his next point was how^ best to 
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i}S(3 it for UiQ fartberance of his patron's 
views. He found I<ady Ashton prepos- 
i^essed strongly in favour of the motion, 
which Lady Blenkepsop, partly from re« 
gard to her l^inawoman, jpartly frpm the 
, spirit. of match«*making9 had not hesitated 
. to propose to. her ; so that his task was an 
easy one* Bucklaw, reformed from his 
prpcligalityt. was just the 3ort of husband 
which she desired to have for ,her Sbep* 
herdej90 of Lamtnermoor ; and while the 
marriage gave her fortune, and a gentle* 
man for h^ husband. Lady Ashton was of 
opinion that her destinies would, be fully 
^nd most favourably accomplished.. It so 
chanced, also,. that Bucklaw, among his 
new acquisitionSi had gained the manage* 
ment of a littj|e political interest in a 
^ neighbouring county, where the Douglas 
^uniiy. origi^lly held large possessions. It 
. was on^ of the bo^m-hopes of X^ady Ash* 
ton, that her ejdest son, SholtOi should re* 
present thia county in the British Parlia* 
m<nt^ andiihesaw t^is alliance with Buck- 
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law as a circumstance which might be 
highly favourable to her wishes. 

Craigcngelt, who in his way by no means 
wanted sagacity, no sooner discovered in 
what quarter the wind of Lady Ashton's 
wishes sate, than he trimmed his . course 
accordingly. ** There was little to pre- 
vent Bucklaw himself frQm sitting for the 
county-^— he must carry the heat — must 
Walk the covirse. Two cousins-german — 
six more distant kinsmen, his factor and 
his chamberlain, were all hollow votes— 
and the Girninghame interest bad alv^ays 
carried, betwixt love and fear, about as 
many more — But Bucklaw cared do more 
about riding the first horse, and that sort 
of thing, than he, Craigengelt, did about a 
game at birkie — ^it was a pity his interest 
was not in good guidance.** - 

All this Lady Ashton diank in with 
willing and attentive ears, resolving inter- 
nally to be herself the person who should 
take the management of the political in- 
fluence of her destined son-in-law, for the 
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benefit of her eldest born, Sholto, and all 
other parties concerned. 

When he found her ladyship thus fa- 
vourably disposed, the Captain proceed- 
ed, to use his employer's phrase^ to set 
spurs to her resolution, by. hinting at the 
situation of matters at Ravenswood Cas- 
tle, the long residence which the heir 
of that' family had made vrith the Lord 
Keeper, and the reports which (though he 
would be d— dere he gave credit to any 
of them) had been idly circulated in the 
neighbourhood. It was not the Captain's 
cue to appear himself to be uneasy on the 
street of these rumours ; but he easily* 
saw from Lady Ashtoh's flushed cheek, 
hesttatiBg voice, and flashing eye, that she 
bad caught the alarm which he intended 
to communicate, ^e had not heard from 
her husband so ciften or so regularly as 
die thought hini bound in duty to have 
written, and of this very interesting intel- 
ligence, concerning his visit to the Tower 
of WoIPsI Crag, and the guest, whom, with 

H 2 
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roch cQfdiality^ he had'or^setved at' Ha. 
venswood Castle, lie had raffi^rcid his Itdjr 
to remainrakogetbtf-^norant, untit she 
now Jeara^d Jt by^he chancd information 
of ^fttranger. &icb.eoncealmeQl^approach- 
ed, in her appreheiistmi,to a is^prision, at 
Jeirt, of txeasoa, if not to actuals rebellion 
against her matrimoaial authority i and in 
-her inward^ soul. did. she aweaf;ta take ven- 
geance, on ithe Xopd Keeper, i^aa on a sub- 
ject detected in^ mpditatiag revolt. Her 
indigiiatioa. burned rtbe nKHre>fier.Qel3r, as 
she found hersfJf obl^ed to suppress it in 
. presence of Lady S^ankenaop, the kins- 
woman, aud^ <^ Craigeng^, the^ confiden- 
tial fiiend of» Bucklaw, of whose alliance 
^ ^e ' now beeame trebly desirous,, since it 
I occurred a^ ker^alamed inu^^natton, that 
her husband migbti in his pdicsf or timi- 
dity, prefer tfasft <of Haitenawood. - 
. The> Captain was; engiaeer enough to 
discover; that nthe -train > wad fired} ^d 
4iherefore ^beard, kKthe istnum ro6 the saiAe 
J^y wi$boat^4he^leaBfc^aiir[wJitf, that Lady 
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Asbton hi(d resolved toahridge h^r visit 
to Lady Bleakeoiopt and set forth with 
ttaie peep of inorsing oo her return to 
«^»lti»Qdf <u|di|g, all the dispatch which the 
atate of the road?» aad ^tbe mode of travel* 
Imgf would pMsibly permit 
.^ . Unhaiqpy Lord >Keeper !«-little ^ was he 
l^nfare wlutt a .storm wae travdling towards 
Hm in all the ^leed with whidi an old- 
fashioned coach ^ndi six could possibly 
achieve ils journey ...Hey like Don Gayr 
ferosy << foirgoli hift lady fair and tme," and 
was oi?ly anxious about the expected visit 
oC th^.J&iw^liSiOf.A-^— ^ Sootbfiurt ti- 
dingS: hi|4 assiived bim that this noUeman 
w.a9 l^tleiigtht and, TOthout. fail, to honour 
I%is,ca9t1i9 at aoe in the afternoon^ being a 
l{^(e dimmer- bour; aatdouieb was. the bustle 
iu,cfiiiseqi»ence of the afimiiietation. The 
XiQird Keepai^lxaversedjthe ohao^rsy held 
CQUsullationilvitb the butler in thecellarst 
and ^ven venturedt at the:riskoof a de^ 
milSe with a cook, of a spirit lofty enough 
tospom the adjnoivtiona of Lady Ashton 
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herself, to peep into the kitchen* Satisfied j 
at length, that every thing was in as active 
a train of preparation as was possible, he 
summoned Ravenswood and hts daughter 
to walk upon the terrace, for the purpose 
of watching, from that commanding posi- 
tion, the earliest symptoms of his Lord- 
ship's approach. For this purpose, with 
slow and idle step, he paraded the terrace, 
which, flanked with a heavy stone battle-^ 
ment, stretched in front of the castle upon 
a leVel with, the first storey } while visitors 
found access to the court by a projecting 
gate-way, the bartizan or ^ait;-Iead6d roof 
of which was accessible from the terrace 
by an easy flight of low and broad steps* 
The whole bore a resemblance partly to a 
castle, partly ta a ndi^man's seat ; and 
though calculated, in some respects, for 
defence, evinced that it had been con- 
structed under a sense of the power and 
security of the ancient lK>rds of Ravens- 
wood* 
This pleasant walk commanded a beau- 


THE BAIOE OF LAMMSRMO()R. 1 81 

ttfol and extensive view. But what wa$ 
mpsbto our present purpose^ there were 
seen from, the terrace two roads, one lead- 
ing fipomi the- east, and one from the west* 
ward, which, crossing a ridge opposed* to 
the eminence 00 which the castle stood^ at 
dififeraat angles, gradually approached each 
other, until they joined not f«r from the 
gate of the. avenue. It was to the west- 
ward approach that the Lord Keeper, from 
a sort of fidgetting anxiety, his daughter, 
from complaisance to him, and Ravens- 
wood, though feeling some symptoms of 
internal impatience, . out of complaisance 
to his daughter; directed their eyes to see 
the precursors of the Marquis's approach. ' 
These were not long of presenting them- 
selves. ^ Two ninnkig footmen, dre3sed in 
white, with black jockey-caps, and Imig- 
staffs in their hands, headed the train ; 
and such was their agility, that they found 
no difficulty in keeping the necessary- adt 
vance, which the etiquette of their station 
required, before the carriage and horsemen. 


,% 
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Onirards they came M a loi^swEn^og ttoti 
arguing unwearied speed hi ^tbeir Umg* 
iHreathedi caUis^r Such rupiiitig{f|botaie& 
are often aUoded to incid plays* (I would 
particularly instance Mi^Middleton^a Mad 

Worid^my M^sten^lX AOdrpeKbapaimay be 
ttiU rea^emb^od^t»y;aQme^Qld^ perrons in 
Sootkuidf aa pait afwlbe retinue of the ite> 
oient nqtoilijty w^« traiPelKog itttfuH eerek 
siony*^ . wBebifld ^t^^^it^wing. meteors. 


<mi^^rmi^mm0^,^»0tm^i^im^^im.^^m^fmmmmm»>^a^mmym' 


" * Hereupon I, Jedediaih Geishbotlmiii, crave leave 
tor remark, jew^iTH^ wbk;Ii mgni^es, in the first places 
thati liaviiig m;vain enqwedLatthe Ckeoktiiig Lifanu 
igr. in Gaii^ei»^«ilf^)alb«ft%&4bpuQd^|^ fimOa' "VBf* 
mties, for tbia samyn Middieten and his J^n^L Worlds 
it was at length shewn unta me amongst other ancimt 
Iboleries ' carefully odmpiled by one Dodsley, who^ 
doubtless, ^ hjith hn reward '^or neglect of precioaa 
time; tt^d; baying pistteed so m»A of nabie aa ww 
neceswy f<nr th^? .parpo^^ I ^Ufm foun^ that a pky«^ 
»an is brought in as a footman, whom. a knij^t 19 
made to greet facetiously with the epithet of " linen 
stecking, and three«score miles a day." 

iSteimdo, (wldcli^is< secitifi5? in^lie inetimctiaTy) un« 
cWr.^fc ?aitie8m'9 Utwmt^ wm P«l^ aot idt^;etliiir se 
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who footed it as if tb« Av^iger of Blood 
.had' been behind them, caoM.a cloud of 
<diifit, saised by ridera who preceded, at- 
^tended, or .followed^ the atate-carriage of 
thj& Marquis. 

. The.;privileg(s of oiohiU^^^^in these days, 
^ad aoipethiogtiii it iaiprefusi«re Qfi,-the ima- 
.IpoatioD. ..The r dresses iind t liveries and 
Aamber of th^ atte^daots^ their, style of 
tri^veUingriths vnpoiing^ and almost war- 
like air of/ the armed men. who sunrounded 


•Id as he wofnid re^Mresent them, do rem^ber thii 
w^MBA at viemaA, or fore-nmner.' 'In evidence of 
]iRhich> I, J&gdefliBh \Q}mbMkBm, rthou^ aiine cysi 
yft do me good oeevioe,. remember. one tp have seen 
one of this tribe clothed in white, and bearing a staff, 
who ran daily before the state-coach of the umquhile 
John,. Bail of Hopeton^ fiither of this Earl, Charles, 
tkiA WBW m; «nto wbom JS ^may^be^lluity said, that 
Baiown fdajfeth the-pprtn^fra npiung Jbotmair, or 
frecur9or ; tend, aa tbf poet sing^di— 


" Mars standing by asserts his quarrel, 
Jkiid Fjum flics after wiih a biireU'' 

j.e- 
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tbeiii, placed them far above the laird,, 
who travelled with his brace of footmen^ ; 
aad as ta rivalry from the mercantile part 
of- the communityi these would as soon 
have thought of imitating the state equip- 
a^ of the Sovereign. At' present it is 
different ; and I myself, Peter Pattieson, in 
a late journey to Edinburgh, had the ho- 
naur, in the mail-coach phrase, to *^ change 
a leg^' with a peer of the realm« It was 
not so in the days of which I write j and 
the Marquis's approach, so long expected 
in vaiui^now took place in the full pomp 
of ancient aristocracy. - Sir William Ash^ 
Um was so much interested in what he be- 
held, and in considering the ceremonial of 
reception in case any circumstance had 
been omitt^d,^ that he scarce heard his son 
Hjsnry esic^aiio, ^< there is another eoaeh 
and six commg down' the east road, papa 
— will they both belong to the Marquis of 

At lepgthf when .the yoiiagiter hsA fm- 
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ly compeHed his attentibn by pulling his 
sleeve, 

" He turned his eyes, and^ as he turn'd, survey 'd.. . 
An awful vision." 

Sure, enough^ another coach and six, 
withfcmr servants or out- riders in attend- 
ance, ^as descending the hill from the 
eastward, at such a pace as made it doubt- 
ful which of the carriages thus approaching 
from distant quarters should first reach the 
gate ^ at the extremity of the avenue. The 
one coaoh was green, the othef blue ; and 
not the green and blue chariots in the 
Circus of Rome or Constantinople excited 
more turmoil among the citizens than the 
double apparition occasioned in the mind 
of the Lord Keeper. We all remember 
the terrible exclamation of the dying pro- 
fligate, when a friend, to destroy what he 
supposed the hypochondriac idea of a 
spectre appearing in a certain shape at a 
given hour^ {^aced before him a person 


pressed up in the r manner, be^ de8cri|)e4« 
<< Mam Dieu r said the exf^ring sinnec^ 
iit^ho, it seems, saw both the real aiid polv- 
graphic apparition—- <* Ily mest deux r 

The surprise of the Lord Keeper waa 
scarcely less unpleasiog at the duplication 
of the expected arriya) ; his mind; misgave 
him strangely. There was no ufiighbour 
who would have approached so ynceremiH 
wously^ at a time wb^a ceremooy was 
held in su/ch respect* U must: bfi Lady 
Asbton^ said his^'ccnscience, ^tndtlbUowed 
up the bint with «n anxious .anticipa- 
tion oi^tbe pui^se of her sudden and un- 
announced: retuim* He felt that he was 
caught ** in the manner.'* That the com- 
pany in which she had so unluckily sur- 
prised him was likiely jto be highly distaste- 
ful to her^ thei?e.WJ|s UQ^estion jkfand th^ 
only hope which remained /(h* him was her 
high sense, of dignified propriety, which, 
he; trusted, might prevent fi public explo- 
fflion. But SQ activo w^f« his doubts, rand 
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rft&r9, as altogether to derange his pur(k)s^ 
ceretnomal f^ the iece()tioa of the Mar- 
quis. 

» V These feeKiigs of appr^eosion were not 
tfonftied to fSb William Asfatom <' It is 
Hfiy mother — it is my mother,** said Lucy^ 
turning as psde as ashes, and clasping her 
liands together as tshe looked at JRavens- 
wood. 

«< And if it he Lady Ashtdn;* said her 
lovcb: to her in ^a low tone,i ^^^ what can be 
^e occasion of such alarm !^5urely the 
return of a lady to the family from which 
ufae has been so kmg absent^ sbonld excite 
other sensations than those of feanMid dis- 
may.** 

*• You do net know my mother,** said 
Hiss AshrtoD,! in a tone aloMst breatblesfe 
Twi^h terror ; ^^what wiH^he say wheii shfe 
sees you in this place !** 

i<* My stay is too long,*? said Ravenswood 
somewhat haughtily^ M if :ber displeasure 
at foy presmce i^ Kke^to be so formidable. 
My dear Lucy,^ he resumed^ in » tone of 
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soothing encouragement, " you are too 
childishly afraid of Lady Ashton ; she is 
a woman of family — a lady of fashion— ra 
person who must; know the world, and what 
is due to her husband and her husband^s 
guests.** 

Lucy shook her head ; and, as if her 
mother, still at the distance of half a mile, 
Gould have seen and scrutinized her de- 
portment, she withdrew herself from beside 
Raveaswood, ajid, taking her brother Hen- 
ry's arm, led him to a different part of the' 
terrace. The Keeper also shuffled dawn 
towarife the portal of the great gate, with- 
out inviting Ravenswood to accompany 
him, and thus he remained standing alone 
cm the terrace, deserted and shunned, as 
it'Were, by the inhabitants of the mansion. 

This suited not the n)ood of one who 
was proud in proportion to his poverty, 
and who thought that, in sacrificing his 
deep-rooted resentments so far as to be- 
come Sir William Ashton's guest, he con* 
ferred:a favour, and received none. ** I 
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can forgive Lucy," he sidd te> himself; 
*^ she is young, 4imid, and conscious of an 
important engagement assumed witiioot 
her mother's sanctioB ; yet she should te*. 
member with whoin it has been a^sumed^ 
and leave me no reason to suspect thalt she 
is. ashamed of her choice. For the Keeper, 
sense, spirit, and expression seem to have 
left his face and manner since he had the^ 
first 'giim|>se of Lady Ashton's carriage. I 
must watch how this is to end ; and, if the/ 
give me reason to think myself an unweU 
come guest, my visit is soon abridged." 

With these suspicions floating on his 
mind he left the terrace, and, walking to^- 
wards the stables of the xastle, gave direc- 
tions that his horse > should be. kept in 
readiness, in case*he shpuldhaveoccasi^m 
to ride abroad. 

In the meanwhile the drivers of the two 
carriages, the approachiof which had occa- 
sioned so much; dismay at the castle, had^ 
become aware, of €;ach other!s presence as 
they approac)ied upOA different Uttes to-tiie 
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bend of^tbe avenue^ as a common cef)tw.> 
Lady Ashton's . driver and posUilians iti- ' 
stantiy ^received ordars to get foremofttt ^ 
possibley her ladyship; being deskeu^ of 6h^^ 
patching her irst interview with her hus^^ 
band before the vrival e£ these gW9t6» who^ 
ever they might hap{)ien to^-be.t On* the' 
other handi the^oachmantc^ the Mar^jul^^ 
conscious ^of bit qwb dignity ^a«d that <if his 
master, and obseriviilg .die. rival > charioteer * 
was mending ;hi»pace^ resolved, like a true 
brother of the iBdiip,^^ wheth^taaidentor mcP 
dern, to vindicate hiS' right of preeedence* 
Sa that, to jnctease -the confksioH of ^e 
Lord Keeper ji. underatendiog, ^e nw the 
short timewbidi remained 'for considera^ 
tion abridged by ^ the haste' of^ the contend* 
ing coad)me% whoj^fixing their eyes stemiy 
on each other, and applying the lash smart- 
ly to their ^hosras, ) isegan to ilmnd&t down 
the descent with ienioloaa rapidity,' while^ 
the horsemen i who V attefide^ them were 
ioffced !»• put jen&lHi a ihud gidli^.- 
Sir WiUiaisda^ «ily ehiiice nowremain^^ 


that hi» liudy or Visitor 'Mi^hi breik thetf 
fi(^ck8« lam notawaire tbM4ite formed 
aoy dtstince wii^ on the subject^ * but I 
iiave nb'feafon to think chat his grief ia 
eiither ekse would hav6 beea^ altogether in- 
consolable. This diance, howevets also 
4isappeiur^^^ for Lady Ashton, though in- 
aensibk^ to fear, be^n to 'see the ridicule 
of runnings a face with a visitor of distinc* 
tioQ» tlte goal beiti^ the portal of her ovm 
casde, 'attd commaiided' her doachmaUp as 
ihey a^ciatfbed th^ avenue, to sktcken his 
pace, add"' allow precedence to the strair- 
gei^s equipage, a'eomoiatid iwbieh he g)ad<^ 
ly obeye^^' as comhig in time ' to save his 
boQouf f the* hoi*ses of the Marquises ear^ 
fiage beifi^ better/ €n^^ at least,^fresher than 
his own«r ^ He reatirained his i»peed, therb- 
fore^ and suffered the green ceach to eorter 
the avenue^ "witkaliita i^tinue;' Which pass 
lib occupied wiftk tbe'spe^ of^ai^whfrlwfnd. 
The Mai^^ij^ U»e&^ dhiiriotcier wy^fMmtt 
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found the pas d'avance W|i9 granted to hitn^ 
than he resumed a more deliberate pace^ 
at which he advanced under the embower- 
ing shade of the lofty elms^ surrounded bf 
all the attendants ; while the carriage of 
Lady Ashton followed sttll m^re slowly ^t 
some distancen 

In the froiit of the castle^ and beneal^ 
the portal which admitted guests into \bp 
inner court, stood Sir William ^^MJ^ia^p 
much perplexed in mind, his younger son 
and daughter beside him, and in l^beir t^ar 
a train of attendants of various ranl^a».i)i 
and out of livery^. The nohility and gentry 
of Scotland, at this period, were remark- 
able even to extravagance for the number 
of their servants, whose services were easi- 
ly purchased in a country wl^iere men w^^ 
numerous beyond proportion to th^ means 
of employing them. 

The manners of a\nmn, traio^ like Sir 
William Ashton, ^ are too much at bis <^i)m* 
mand to relmain long^discpnceil^ with^the 
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mofst adverse concurrence of circdmstances. 
He received the Marquis, as he ah'ghted 
from his equipage^ with the usual compli- 
nsehts of wdcome ; and, as he ushered hin) 
into the gveat hall, expressed his hope that 
bis jiramey had been j^asant. The Marquis 
was a tall, well-made man, with a thought- 
fill and intelligent countenance, and an 
eye, in which the-fire of- ambition had for 
some years replaced the vivacity <^ youth ; 
a bold, proud, . expression of countenance, 
yet chastened by habitual caution, and the 
desire which, as the head of a party, . he 
fiecessarily entertained of acquiring popu< 
larity; He answered with courtesy the 
courteous enquiries of the Lord Keeper, 
%nd was formally presented to Miss Ashf. 
too, in the coiirse of which ceremony the 
Lord £eq>er gave ^he first ^yooptom of 
what was chiefly occupying his mind, by 
introducing his daughter as << his wife. 
Lady Ashton^'' 
. Lucy blushed ; Ike Marquis looked sur- 

VOL. II. I 


1$4 j^xOitt MM.-M1 l^toiiiaaDii r 

4 

pfi$edoat tbe ie%tmm!^^n%mA^ Mf i i4Mmam. 
of htt hoetesfl^ md:tbeXrard lOrcfMr iivith 
4iB&oi^ty rallied 'htfiifirif^td &riAs^ito.fexK 
plain* ^^ >1 sbould Jaawe ; aaid>fli^ daUgfatatfi 
njr iMd; but the tManth is^thatiaaw Lidy 
^htoD'iSiearriage eafeet : the avenue; -^MVilf 
after ifour Imdthi^V aml^-*-^ — . 
*. *< MAib noimpoimgy^ ^mjr lofd^" tcqpliod 
Us ttoUeiguast*} :^^'iet:me:enfti»atvyoB4vtU 
mik^Q yaitr lady,/mid laaye^oleio <ail t i iiate 
Miss Aahtaon% •cfoaiatanca* Xaflisliacked 
^ pat^fe^flboold bave taksra pMcedMce'tHf 
ptkrJbeitesadtlier/ownfate^ btit your ididf 
sfaip^ m mwaee, that i aapposad Lady alMitoa 
vas still in Ihe south* Pemitae to^te* 
seech .yoamU waive ceracnoiiyy.^ and hostat 
to weleome her*" 

Thk^ an» precisely wfaattbe^Lofd Keaptf 
longed to do ; And ;he mstaiitfy^psofited bjT 
bis loidahip's obliging ^nntaBioni. To^aee 
Lady Ashton* and «iicoitater ^tba^ tetbufst 
of her displeasure in private, 4Biglit'prepaffe 
her^ in some degree, ta ramfve-hepiMMrel- 


«6iM^>gu6rtB ^itk >due' deeonifli. lAn fan 
^rftmagOt^'tiierefare^ stopped* the arm of the 
attentive hasband was ready to asaistl^idjr 
Jktkttimiisfi'fiiBmam^timg. ^Lwldog as if ahe 
^tMr^ifla^MMtf ^he put titti aein .aside^ aad re- 
l|ueited that i)f rCk^piain Gnigtagebv who 
iirtMd Jby/tibe eoaokiwilh JbisJaced/katiiaife 

a ifa a Jft» tWigyi»e.« aii|fMlaiie%vilarittg.the 
|eMnaegr» a^aJomgrhoUfof'ithis^Mspeqtefa^ 
fiflwoaJB^ aamiAS'tfiE to iaapportihUyiXadjr 
J^httm fattvtfaaak<|beM>uity uttartagp ataRhrd 
ler twa bgr^wiiiy.Qfid^pRMliaii^ toitheaatvaats^ 
ibttt(jM^ 9ae toiSir ^ISIliaim i^UcVaiDLen- 
idflinriMiad, tHHi^aet terdatte^tion, its J» 
«allieir MiorKed/ tkan aeeocnpaiuedlu»r;i«to 
4lie haU» in which they < found ^thfi'MM^uts 
lliuelose <co«v»Mlt#a wMh the JVIastar of 
^asneHaaiGOod s '; Lu{:^ . had i^taken ^ the ^ittA 
<^ortunity of escaping. There w^kk eiii*- 
iMttsaMnettt > cm :««efiy««zounteiiaiice^ eiLcept 
ilbat je£'iheoMaiiqais Hif A^-»**-y for :evea 
4MgKng!fltfa jiaqpi|iflence .was haadly^ aUe 
ia veil iiia. fetur 4if JLav^i^wood, imd ihe 
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rest ftilt the awkwardness of the position 
in which they, were thus onexpectediy 
placed. ^ '^ 

I* Alter waiting ^ moinent to be pres^ited 
by Sir?Wiilimn Ashton, the Marquis resol- 
ured to iiitroifaice himself. *^ The Lord 
^Keeper," he sa4d» bowing to Lady A4iton» 
^ has/|ast introduced to me his daughter 
as his mfe-^fae m^t very ^^easily present 
Lddy Ashtonas^his dattjg^htesry so little does. 
1^ differ from "ftiiAt I remendber her some 
}f rars sinoQN^WiU. she permit an qld. ac- 
qiratntenee the privilege of a guest ?'^ > fi* 
-: He fiaiuted the lady with too good a 
'grade to apprehend .a repulse, and then 
f>roceeded-<^*V ThiSt Lady Ashtmi, is. a 
^^ee-^rndking visit, and therefore! pre- 
sume to inteoduce my.cousio, the y<mpg 
Master oftfiavAiswood, to your fiivourable 
notice.-' . * 

Lady Asbt^rai could not chuse but cour- 
tesy } but there was in iier obeisance an 
tair of haughtiness approaching to con- 
temptuous jrqpulse. , Hassnawood could Bot 
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^lise but bow; but I|is manner returned 
the scorn with which he had been greeted; 
^* Allow me," she said, ^^ to present to 
yoiir lordship my fnefod/" Cnigengelty with 
the forward impudence whidi^men of his 
cast mistake for ease, made a sitiding bow 
to the Marquis, which he graced by a 
fto^irish of his gokUlaced hat The lady 
turned to her huslwid-^^ You and I, Sir 
William,"^ she said,: imd these were the &it 
words- she had s^dressed to him, * ^ have 
acquired new acvpiaintimces since we part- 
ed~-Iet me introduce the aoquisftion I 
hav^ made to mine —* Captain Cra^n- 
gelt." . • . 

* Another bow, and another flourish of 
the gold-laced hat, which was retumedby 
the Lord Keeper without intimaticm of 
former recognition, and iRrith that swtof 
anxious readinesj^ which intimated his wish, 
that peace and amnesty should take place 
betwixt the contending parties,^ including 
the auxlliariefr on both sides.. ^< Let me in. 
troduce you to the Master of RaveQaw(V»d," ^ 
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up^ tke'samei imicable s^em.» Bot^ tfa^ 
Master drewt tip Im tatt fbrmito^tb^ fbll 
axteDJt^taer height, sod \nthout isor^mielf 
a^'Idtikiflg: totmiids *tiie person 'tfawi^iltM^ 
dvcdd td^hitn^ he said v m » maiSff^df^oMy^ 
<^ GapttMfi' Oraigengeltr and Inare^. abudjr 
perfectly well oeqfcaiiitddfwitb eatAi MbeiUf 

^' Fk]i6iBctly'^piefvfectlf^^~A(4^ 
41011^ ^ia^ s iimQrt)lfa)g^{t0n^f^ iibrtlu*.' €ffi^li 
^Ute^ eebdj aiid^iiflfo ^ jApurah ofbifiinK; 
tbe^ 'Cifeuoiiereffeet dfi ; wlmh ^«b grmid^ 
atbrkiged V tcm pwrt d ^itb tiKxie* whi^ki Imd) 
s& cordyiljrgMo^ ^Hsintrod^c^ioiCitO'tii* 
Marquis and tbe Lord Keeper. -? 

'^ iLdeiiMd) l<^(y«redr by thoee nrndftEsi; 
now^ enteMd iwi^fwitie iind MnildkftMmt^ 
Hhidr^ was/thetdTasbion to^ofii^ aiaia ivhefr 
ttlfeie dinger j; and wlien tiiey w«re pAoMsed 
liefdfe' ib^ gncnrf*^ i Bady/ A^ton made aa 
aij^oli^y ^^^itiidtowiag^ ber biusbnud from, 
them, for some nini]ttes^ upon basiii8s» * di: 
specialf tm|^t ^ Hie lililrqui^^ g€> course^ 
requwinbvbef : ]Hd3nfa:^^woiii|d b^' berscif 
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unafer nd restrakrt $ and Crtigeogelti bolt- 
ing witli speed a seiedtid ^as« of racy p«^ 
faaiyj hastened to kavethe r0Ofn> feeUog 
Tto'great pleasure in. the^^ prospect of beiog 
Ink alme wii^ tke Marquis of A-~-^ aii4 
tlie^ JkfiMer of BnveitBwood ; the i^esenet 
af^^fMBKit holding )Hm in awe^ aad thai 
of the latter in hodify^twror^ ; 

c Soaie^ arcangeineats about baa h«riQ and 
|fljggafpe*forflied the pretctt^ for his ^uddwi- 
ftibteMi m which^ he perasverei^ altbotigH 
Ladf A^^ngav^ Lackhinrd orders to b# 
barpfcd' most^ partteriarly to «eeoaNi«9d|ift» 
6s|)teia Gra^engelt ^ii4tb all the atleo4f 
ance which he could posiibljp reqeiie*- TM- 
|tf aip^is and theM^fterof RsMMWood 
|vere thus left to oonimuaicate to ea^ 
other thesr remjrrkst open the reeeptimi 
Irhfch they had laetr wttihi while Ja^d^ 
Ashton led the way, and her Iwd feilowadl 
softiewhat like a condetniked criminal, to^ 
her ladyship's dressing-rootn* 

So soon as the spouses had both entereii, 
her ladyship ffafiBr way to that fierce atidaci^ 
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ty of temper, which she bad with dificulty 
supprea^ed, out of resypect to appeannees; 
She shut the door behind the idarmed Lord 
Keeper* took the key out of the ^riog- 
lock) and with a countenance which ynqs 
had not bereft of its. haughty charms, an4 
eyes which spoke at once resolution ^nd 
resentment, she addressed her astounded 
bunbaad in these words ;«— '^ My Iprd, I^am 
not greatly surprised at the ccHinections 
you have been pleased to form during my 
absence— they are entirely in conformity 
with your birth and breeding ; and if I djd 
expects any thing el9e, I heartily own . my 
error, and that I merit, by having., done 
so, the disappointment you had prepare4 
for me," 

" My dear Lady Ashton— my dear 
Eleanor,'* said the Lord Keep^r^ ^< Usten 
to reason for a moment, and I will cpn- 
vince you I have acted with all the regard 
due to the dignity, as well as the interest 
of my family." 

" To the interest of yavr family I con* 
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xeive you perfectly capable of attending^'' 
returned, the iod^oafit lady, <* and ex^en 
:to the dignity of your family also— But as 
mine happ^is to be inextricably invoked 
yffith it, you will excuse me if I chuse to 
fgive ray awn attention so far as that is con- 
aeemed." 

. « What would you have. Lady Ash- 
ton ?" said the husband — <^ What is it that 
displeases you ? Why is it, that on your re* 
turn after so Jong, an absence, I am arraign- 
ed in this manner ?'* 

r *< Ask your own conscience, Sff WiU 
liam, what has prompted you to become 
a renegade to your political party an^d opi- 
nions, and led you, f&r what I know, to be 
■oti the point of marrying your only daught* 
ter to a b^garly Jacobite bankrupt, the in* 
noter^te enemy of your family to the boot*^ 
; " Why^ what, in the name of commani 
sense and common civility, would you have 
me do, madam ?' answered her husband-*-* 
** Is it possible for me, with ordinary de« 
iSQiicy, to turn, a young gentlecoan .out of 

i2 
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TQfhoumi who saved mji dHMghter^s 
md my owd, ixsti tte lofcfaftciow^iiig^ as it 

^ ^ ^. S«ved .yo«r li&i I hsnre bowd of^ t|t£|| 
Bbofyf*" said the ladj:^***^^ tbe. Lord ^Keeper 
wuDSfiand by a^ioftoo^ Midbe taiBeatfae 
young fellow who killed her for Qmj^ifif 
Waftwicfe««4M^ butefaer : ftassr HodAngton 
msiy *sooDi.have 4uai <a%tsiii^ dnioD .on yow 
hospiSaUtgFt^ 

> «< Lady. Asbton^? stanHnaMdithe^Seepsc^ 
<* this is iQtolerable — andiwhauilamidesi^ 
miasi :M0y toi nfidoe you Q^tsyby ai^ jsacri- 
fieef-^i# you would but teM. me wkatywi 
^muld be.ati'' 

* ^' Qo* dewtt). to youF^ guests,^ said tbe 
W}]pefiaiiB:daiiiei' ^^aodtmalw your apology 
to Bayenswood, tbat^tbe arriral<rf^ Cspferai 
CSraigeiigelt and s«Nne <itber (nm^temien 
it impossible for yois to offir* hi na lodgings 
at/the castle — I expect^ ymraig M r ifeysloft 
of Bucidaw." 

*« Good Heafens^ madaift !?^ giaonlated 
b^r bnsbaod— ^ Ra;fttas«r<sod ^ta gvw place 




infdrmcT !— it was-dl I cottM do^tto fotWettf 
desiring the fellow to get out of my hous^J. 
schd r was muclif strrprisea tl> 'sfee^hft* in 
your fkdysfrip's tfairt.^ * ' 

^ **i$fefte yon te>;^IHtti''th«re; you mtgfiff 
bewail assttredr answeretf *H)H*nreefc hdj[H 
featt?v ^-rtlik lie wafiT proper sdtrfety. A^ to 
thit^ RaVetKTvroocJ,' Ite* only me^ wMh the 
toneattttcnt wlrfch, tomy cetultr fcnbwi^ 
^ge; !re gave ib' a ttn«*"^^ued'IHetid 
of tttftsiei who had'the tnisftfrttrntf <0 b^ehfi 
gtre« some tihte sfttce. * BBt i^ke youf t» 
sofeemtr j ftfr, if Ravemwow! Saei notqvAk 
the house, I will.** 

Sir'WIHiim Aslftoiy paAedup and*d6!vra 
0te ^apOTtraent in thir thost ^dfetressing agfe 
^ktion, fear, aifd sliaine^ at)tf atiger 6onf(> 
tendhig'-againit^tRb hatttdal deference hB 
Was^ iff the use of-i-enderin^ to his lady^ 
At'leirgthit ftidedi as fe ttsaaVvrith timi^ 
inind^plkced ifr sochr circattistances, in his 
a(!fe'pti!ig:*^a -mem^^rmlfiiej' ap raiddfe mea» 
*mes '■- ' .^ ■ • . 
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<< I tell you frankly, madam, I neitbar 
can nor will be guilty of the incivility you 
propose to the Master of Ravenswood— 
he has not deserved it at my hand* If you 
will be so unreasonable as to insult a man 
of quality under your own roof, I cannot 
prevent you, but I wiU not at least be the 
agent in such a preposterous proceeding.'' 
' ^< You will not P' asked the lady* 

^^ N09 by Heavens, madam/' her husband 
repHed ; ^' asds: me any thing congruent with 
common decency, as to drop his ao^piaint- 
ahce by degrees, or the like-^but to bid 
him leave my house, is what I will not, and 
cannot consent to." 

M Then the task of supporting the ho* 
nour of the family will fall on me, as it has 
often done before," said the lady. 

She sat down, and hastily wrote a few 
line?. The Lord Keeper made another 
effort to prevent her taking a step so deci* 
sive, just as she opened the door to call 
her feqiale attendant from the anti-rooaK 
<< Think what you are doing. Lady Ash* 
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ton-«-you are making » loortal enemy 4>f a 
young man, whe is like ta have the meaBa 
of harming US'*- 


•vM* 


** Did you ever know a Douglas vho 
feared an enemy ?*' answered the lady coq« 
temptuously. 

^' Ay, but he is as proud and vindictive 
as an huadred Douglasses, and an hundred 
devils to boot. Thank of it for a^ night 
only.'' 

** Not for »iother momentt'* answered 
the lady ; — ^* here» Mrs Patullo, give this 
billet to young Ravenswood;" . 

«^ Ta the Master, madam ?'' said Mrs 
Patallo. 

<< Ay, to the Master,, if you call him 


so^** 


**I wash my hands* of it entirely^'' said 
the Keeper ;/<^ and I shall go dawn inpo 
the garden, and see that Jardine gathers 
ibe winter fruit for the dessert*" > 
' ** Do so,": said the lady, lookiog after 
him with looks of infinite contempt ;;^^ and 
thgnk G^ that you leave Y>ne behind you 
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yoo am W kibft'aftet pif^pms ahtf peats?* 

The Lord Keeper reimcnred Idng enotigh 
in fl)6 gftrctet) to give her laflyship^* mine 
tionr to e^xpldd^, tind to let, as^ he thought,- 
at least the first vteknce of Rarett%<fiaodftl 
dnrplieadiire bto w oret. Wbt ri • he gn4er ed 
*W hfli», fce^foiind tte* Mafq« of A— 
givif^ ord^ri^ to some of his attfetidsittf ^. 
He seemed in high displeasure, and inter- 
ropted am apology which Sfr WSilkm had 
oomitoenced, f<k having left* tri^ lordsfiip 
idohe. 

«• I presume^ Si!r Wlffiam, yoir are no 
stranger to this singular billet with which 
my kitimito oP Ravewwrood (am cfnphasis 
on the word my) h^s been favoured by 
yoitr lady^— «ttirf, of' coarse, that you are 
prepared to receive my adieus— ^Mjr km9^ 
mmsk is db'eaidy gene, having thought it 
unnecessary to elkt any o» Ms' patt, sinca 
all former civilities have been cancelled 
hy this ffimgukr insult.'' 

^I pretext, my lord^** said Sir Wiffiandi 
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tile tnltet m lii» kaad^ ^ I «n not 
privj to the contents of this letter. I 
know Lady Asbton is* a wftrfn«tattpered 
and prgediced w^MBan, and' I atn sfticefriy 
CMMry Ant any* oftiice that Iia» been given 
or taken ; but I hope yottr lordship witt. 
consider ti'iat a lad/' — — 

<< Should bear herself towards^ persona 
of a eerttun rank with the . breedmg of 
ime*" said the Mwqttii^ compteting the 
halfi^otteredf sentence. 

^ True, my lerd," sffid the anfertunate 
Keeper ; ^ but Lady A^ton is stitt a iro- 
Hcian"-f— *- ' 

*** And as sadl^ nethinkfl^" Mid the Miur^ 
quisi again interFU|Aifig him,^ *^ should be 
taught the duties which ebrreq^ond to her 
station* But here she comes^ and I wiH 
learn from her own nioirth the reason of 
this extraordkiaiy and unexpected aftont 
Cfflfered ta my near relation, while both^ he 
knd I were faei^ ladyship's guests*** 

Lady Ashton acoH'dingly entered the 
apartment at tUs momenfe Her dispute 
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with-Sir Williiim> and a subsequiBjit inter* 
view- with her daughter, had not prevent- 
ed h^r from attending to the duties of <ber 
toilette. She appeared in foil dresa ; suid, 
from the character. of her countenance and 
manner^ well became the ^endour with 
which ladies of quality then appeared, on 
6uch occasions. 

The Marquis of A----~ bowed haughti* 
ly, and she returned the salute with eqaai 
pride and distance of demeanour. He then 
took from the "passive hand of Sir William 
Ashton the billet he had given him the mo- 
ment before he approached the Jady, and 
waft about to speak, when she ipterrupt- 
ed him. **• I. perceive, my lord, you are 
about to enter upon an unpleasant subjectf 
I am: sorry any such, should have occurred 
at this time, to interrupt, i^ the slig(itest 
degree, ! the respectful reception due to 
your lordship— but tS04t is.~-^r Edgar Ra- 
venswood, foi? whom I have addressed the 
billet in^ your lordship's hand, has abused 
Iher hospitality pf this family, and Sir Wil« 


I 
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Ham Ashton^ soilness of temper^ iu* order 
to seduce a young person into engage- 
ments without her parents* o^nsent, and of 
which they never can approve.'' . 

' Both gentlemen answered at once>--« 
^ My kinsman is incapable'' , s aid the 
Lord Marquis.. * 

^* I am confident' that my daughter 
Lucy is stiil more incapable"-*--^said the 
Lord Sleeper.. 

Lady Ashton at once interrupted^ and 
replied to them both, — *' My Lord Mar- 
quis, your kinsman, if Mr Ravenswood has 
the honour to be so, has made this attempt 
privately to secure the affections of tbia 
young and inexpeTienced girK^ — Sir Wil- 
liam Ashton, your daughter has been sim- 
ple enough to give more encouragement 
than she ought to have done to so very 
improper a suitor." 

- " And I think, madam," said the Lord 
Keeper, losing his accustomed temper and 
patience, « that.if you had nothing better 
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tovteil UBp yoa had better have kqpt tbif 
Notify secret to yoursdf also." 

«* You wift pardon me, Sir WiHiattt,*^ 
aaid the ]ady, calmly }^* the noble Haiv 
qoia has a right to know the caose of the- 
treatmeiT^ I hare ftrtmd it; necessary ta use.!^ 
to a gentleman whom he caHs his bloock 

*^ jft iar a catrae^*^ muttered the Lordt 
Keeper,/^ which ha? emerged since the eli^i 
fbet hasr takeo place; for^ if it exists at all, 
r am sare ahe knew nothing (^ it when 
her letter to Ri^veiis wood was wrilf en.** 

. Hit is tile 0rst time that I hare heard 
qif this,'^ said the Mstrqaia ; •*' but since 
yom: ladyship has tabled a subject so di^i^ 
eate, permit me tcy say, ih^t my kinsman's 
birth and connections^ entitled hinr to a 
patient hearing, arid,' at lea^ aciril refcc^ 
aa], even in case of his being so amintious 
as to raise his eyes to tbedaughterof Sir 
WiHiam Ashton."* 

" YiM will recollecti my lord^ of what 
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bloed Miss Lucy Ashtoif « is come bjr tiie 
mother's side," said the lady. 

•• I^arememter your de^eofit-^fhoiti a 
youfigec bnmcb of the house of A&gus,'' a«kl 
tbe Mar^ifr^^^ tod your ladyship^i^drgriN} 
ma, kfly^^^-ought not' to ibi^crt tba4 the Ra^ 
v«BMsood6 hM€^ thriee intetifiarfied witb 
the main branch. Come, madam.*— I kiieir 
hav matters sfeaad--H»ld and loog^ lettered 
pcajudicei^ajre diflfteuk to get over— >i mate 
ettnry^ srtlowance ior* then — I ougbt soty 
and i mQu\d. ^ not have auflbred my kin^ 
man to d^iart aloM^eKpeUed^ ia a maiii^. 
tm^.from.^tm houseN^ut I had hoj^ of 

« 

faeiog » mediatoci I am still unwilling td 
leavie you in aoger^r— ami' ahalL Bot set fof-^ 
ward tiU after nooo^ as I r^oin the Mastei^ 
of Raveftswood upon the road a fe«r miles 
from hence. Let us talk over this^ aiatteri 
more coolly.'' 

r ' ^' It /is what I anxiously desdre^ my 
lord,** said Sir William Ashtoo, eagerly;' 
'^.iLady^ Ashton^. we will not permit my 
Lord of A*!— -^ to leave us ia displeasure. 


•^M" K*" 
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We must compel him to tarry dinner at 
the castle.** 

r- « The castle,** said the lady, «< and all 
that it contains, are at the command of 
the Marquis^ so long as het^huses to ho<« 
BOur it with his Tesidence-^but touching 
the farther discussion of this disagreeable 
topic" * 

' " Pardon me, good madam,** said the 
Marquis ; *« but I cannot allow you to exv 
press any hasty resolution on a subject so 
important. I see that more company is zr* 
rimg; and since rhave the good fortune 
to renew my former acquaintance with 
Lady Ashton, I hope she will give me 
leave to avoid perilling \(rhat I prize so 
highly upon any disagreeable subject of 
discussion-— at least, till we have talked 
Over more agreeable topics.'* 

The lady smiled, courtsled, and gave 
ber hand te the Marquis, by whom, with 
alt the formal gallantry of the time, which 
did not perniit the guest to tuck the lady 
of the bouse under the arm, as a rustic does 
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SIS 


his sweetheart at a wake^ she was ushered 
to the eating-room. 

Here they were joined by Bucklaw, 
CnMgengelty and other neighbours, whom 
the Lord Xeeper had previously invited to 
meet the Marq;tHs of A-; — • An apology, 
founded upon a slight indisposition, was 
alleged as an excuse for the absence of 
Miss AshtOQ, whose «eat appeared unoc- 
cupied* The entertainment was splendid 
to profusion, ^nd was protracted till a late 
hour. 
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13HAPTER IX» 
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.¥#. better .tJiMi.iBiBe vim; c 

lie ahamd hk fsdle wUi. l^.PHilev 
Tu lieiiiahed fMh alone. 

Wallss» 

r 

I WILL not attempt to describe the mix^ 
lure of indignation and regret with which 
Eavenswood left the seat which had be^- 
longed to his ancestors. The terms in 
which Lady Ashton's biliet was couched 
rendered it impossible for him, without 
being deficient in that spirit of which he 
perhaps had too muchy to remain an in- 
stant longer within its walls. The Mar* 
quis, who had his share in the affionl^ wis^ 
neye(di^ess, atUl wiling to mdoe iome.d& 
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ferte at coticitiation. He therefore luffered 
his kinsman to depart lUo^e, • making fat m 
pimqise, however ^ that he^iiirould wait for 
him at the i small inn called Uie TodVbolet 
aitaartec), as oar readers magr be pleMied to 
recollect^ half mvf ifgbmx^ fiaveaawood 
Castle and 'Wolfs Crag^ and about five 
8cotti£^ mitea diataat ^ freaa e«^« Here 
the Murquis propcM^d <to join tiie Master 
6f Ravenawood, etther that n^ht or the 
next moFBing. His ^mn feelings wodid 
have induced him 'to have left the castle 
i^reetly, but be waa^loth to ferfiiit, )«rith* 
out at least" <me effort, the advantages 
whidi he 'had proposed 'frem his visit to 
the^^I^id Keeper ; and4iie Master of Ra^ 
t^enswood was> even tii the very beat of 
ilia reaent«ient, unwilling to foreclose any 
ohance^f raceiiciliation wbicb^ might ^riiie 
eat of tbo partiidky ^hicb Sir William Aahk 
too iiad'shewQ towardshim, as "well as the 
jinteroeasory ^wgamenta of his ndMe kms- 
ttaii» > 'He^umself^ departed ^iihout 41 moi^ 
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menVs delay, farther than was necessary to 
snake this arrangetnent. . 

At first he spurred his horse at a quick 
pace through an' avenue of the park, as if, 
bjrapidity of motioB» he could stupifythe 
confusion of idlings with which he was 
•ssailed. But as the road grew wilder and 
inoi:e sequestered, and when the trees had 
hidden the turrets of the castle, he gradu? 
illy slackened his pace^ as if to indulge 
the. painful reflections which be had iu 
^rain endeavoured. to repress. The path in 
ilfhich he found himself led him to the 
Mermaiden's Fountain, and to the cottage 
pf Alice; and the fatal influence which 
iM^epititious belief attached to the former 
fpot, as well as thet admonitions which had 
be^n in vain ofiered to him by the inhabit* 
^t of the . letter, forced themi^lves upon 
bis. memory. ,** Old. saws speak truth,^ be 
99i4 to himself ; *' and the Mermaiden's 
^eU h^ indeed. witnefi»ed the last act of 
tjM^Qess qf the beir of HavensW^Qd, — 


rWE BRIBE OF LAMMEEMOOR. 217 

Alice spoke well," he continaed, " and I 
am in the situation which she fbretold-^or 
rather I am more deeply dislionourcd— 
not the dependent and ally of the destroyer 
of my father's house, as the old sybil pre- 
saged, but the degraded wretch, who has 
aspired to hold that subordinate character^ 
and has been rejected with disdain." 

We are bound to tell the tale as we have 
received it-j and, considering the distance 
of the time, and propensity of those through 
wliofee^ mouths it ha^ passed to the marvel- . 
lousythis could not beicalled a Scottish story, 
udiess it i£ianifested a tinge of Scottish su- 
perstition.- As Ravefns^ood approached 
the solitary fountain, he is said to have met 
with ^fhe follbwing singular adventure :—^ 
His horse, which was moving slowly for- 
ward, suddenly interrdpted its steady and 
composed pace, snorted, reared, and, though 
urged by the spur, refused to proceed, as if 
some objedt of terror had suddenly present- 
ed itself. On looking to the fountain, Ral 

vol.. II. K 


n* 


218 TALES OF MY LANBLOBB. 

venswood discerned a female figure^ dress- 
ed in a white, or rather greyish manUe, 
placed on the very spot on which Lucy 
Ashton had reclined while listening to the 
fatal tale of love. His immediate impres- 
sion was, that she had conjectured by which 
path he would traverse the park on his de- 
parture, and placed herself at this well- 
known and sequestered place of rendez- 
vous, to indulge her own sorrow and his 
in a parting interview. In this belief he 
jumped from his horse, and, making its 
bridle fast to a tree, walked hastily to- 
wards the fountain,, pronouncing eagerly, 
yet under his breath, the words, << Miss 
Ashton !— Lucy !" 

The f^ure turned as he addressed i% and 
displayed to bis wondering eyes the fea- 
tures, not of Lucy Ashton, but of old blind 
Alice. The singularity of her dress, which 
rather resembled a shroud than the garment 
of a living woman'-*-4he appearance of her 
person, larger, as it struck him, than it 
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usually seemed to be-^aboveall» the strange 
circumstance of a blind, infirm, and decre- 
pit person being found at a distance from 
her habitation, (considerable if her infirmi- 
ties^ be taken into account,) combined to 
impress him ^vith a feeling of wonder ap- 
proaching to fear. As he approached, she 
arose from her seat, held her shrivelled 
hand up as if to prevent his coming more 
near, and her withered lips moved fast, 
although no sound issued from them* Ra^ 
venswood stopped ; and as, after a mo- 
ment's pause, he again advanced towards 
her, Alice, or her apparition, moved or 
glided backwards towards the thicket, still 
keeping her face turned towards him. The 
trees ^oon hid the form from his sight ; 
and, yielding to the strong and terrific im- 
pression that the being which he had seen 
was not of this world, the Master of Ra. 
venswood remained rooted to the ground 
whereon he had stood when he caught his 
last view of her. At length, summoning 
up his courage, he advanced to the spot 
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on ^^)ich the figure had seemed to be seat- 
ed ; but neither was there pressure of the 
^rass, nor any ^ther Gircumstance, to in- 
eluce him to beh'eve that what he had seen 
was Teal and substantial. 

Full of those strange thoughts and con-. 
fused apprehensions which awake in the 
bosom of one who conceives he has wit- 
nessed some preternatural appearance, the 
Master of Ravenswood walked back to- 
wards his borse, frequently however look- 
ing behind him, not without apprehension, 
as if expecting that the vision would re- 
appear. But the apparition, whether it was 
real, or whether it was the creation of a 
heated and agitated imagination, returned 
not again ; and he found his horse sweat- 
ing and terrified, as if experiencing that 
agony of fear, with which the presence of 
a supernatural being is supposed to agitate 
the brute creation. The Master mount- 
ed, and rode slowly forward, sootliing his 
horse from time to time, while the animid 
jpeem^d internally to shrink and shudder^ 
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as it expecting some new object of fear aC 
the opening of every glaide. The rider, 
after a moment's consideration, resolved 
to investigate the matter further. •* Can 
my eyes have deceived me,** he said, " and 
deceived me for such a space of time ?— ^' 
Or are this woman's infirmities but feigned^ 
in order to excite compassion ? — And even 
then, her motion resembled not that of a 
living and existing person. Must I adopt 
the popular creed, and think that the un* 
happy being has -formed a league with the 
powers of darkness ? — I am d^termii^cd to 
be resolved — I will not brook iarposition 
even from ray own eyes." 

In this uncertainty, he rode up to the- 
little wicket of Alice's garden. Her seat 
beneath the birch-tree was vacant, tliough 
the day was pleasant, and the sun was high. 
He approached the hut, and heard from 
wiihin the sobs and wailing of a female. 
No answer was returned when he knocked, 
so that, after a moment's pause, he lifted 
the latch and entered* It ^ wa& indeed a^ 
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house of solitude and sorrow. Stretched 
upon her miserable pallet lay the corpse of 
the last retainer of the house of Ravens* 
wood, who still abode on their paternal 
domains. Life had but ahortly departed 5 
and the little girl by whom she had been 
attended in her last moments was wrmging 
her hands and sobbing, betwixt childish 
fear and sorrow, over the body of her mis- 
tress. 

The 'Master of Raven swood bad some 
difficulty to compose the terrors of the 
poor child, whom his unexpected appear- 
ance had at first rather appalled than com- 
forted ; and when he succeeded, the first 
expression whidi the girl used intimated 
that «« he had come too late." Upon en- 
quiring the meaning of this expression, 
he learned that the deceased, upon the 
first attack of the mortal agony, had sent a 
peasant to the castle to ^beseech an inter- 
view of the Master of Ravenswood, and 
had expressed the utmo^ impatieEK:e for 
his return. But the messengers of the 
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poor are tardy and negligent : the fellow 
had not reached the castle, as was after- 
guards learned^ until Ravenswood had lefl 
it, and had then found too much amuse- 
ment among the retinue of the strangers to 
return in any haste to the cottage of Alice. 
Meantime her anxiety of mind seemed to 
increase with the agony of her body ; and, 
to use the phrase of Babie» her only attend- 
ant, " she prayed powerfully that she* might 
see her master's son once more, and renew 
her warning." She died just as the clock 
in the distant village tolled one ; and Ra- 
venswood remembered, with internal shud- 
dering, that he had heard the chime sound 
through the wood just before he had seen 
what he was now much disposed to consi- 
der as the spectre of the deceased. 

It was necessaryi as well from his respect 
to the departed as in common humanity to 
her terrified attendant, that he should take 
some measures to relieve the girl from her 
distressing situation. The deceased, he 
understood, had expressed a desire to be 
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buried ia a solitary churchyard near the 
little inn of the Tpd's-hole, called the Her* 
mitage^ or more commonly Armitagc, in 
which lay interred some of the Ravenswood 
family, and many of their followers. Ra- 
venswood conceived it his duty to- gratify 
this predilection, so commonly found, t© 
exist among the Scottish peasantry, and 
dispatched Babie to the neighbouring vil^ 
lage to procure the assistance of some fe- 
males, assuring her that, in the meaowhile, 
he would himself remain with the dead 
body, which, as in Thessaly of old, it is 
accounted highly unfit to leave without a 
watch. 

Thus, in the course • of a quarter of an 
hour, or little more, he found himself sifc. 
ting, a solitary guard, over the inanimate 
corse of her, whose dismissed spirit, unless 
his eyes had strangely deceived him, had so 
shortly before manifested itself befori^ him. 
Notwithstanding his natural courage,' th^ 
Master was considerably affected by a coo- 
ccurrence of circumstances so extraordina- 
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ry. "She died expresriftg her eager desire 
td see me* Can it be, thei^,"— was his na- 
tural course of reflect icwa-r-** can strong 
and earnest wishes, formed during the last 
agony of nature, survive its catastrophe, 
surmount the awful bounds of the spiritual 
world, and place before us* its inhabitants 
in the hues and oolOuring of life ?— r-And 
why was that manifested to the eyewhich 
^ould aot unfold its tale to the, ear ?—and 
wherefore should a breach be made in tile 
laws of nature, yet its purpose remain un- 
.known ? — Vain questiopSi which only dealh^ 
when it shall make me like the pale and wiv 
thered form before me< can ever resolve," 

He laid a clOtb,^as be spoke, over the 
lifdess face, upon whose features he fek 
unwilling any; longer to dwell. He then 
took his place in an old carved oaken chair, 
ornamented with bis own armorialbearings, 
which Alice had contrived to appropriate 
to her own use in the pillage, which took 
place among creditors, officers, domestics, 
^xid messengers of the law, when bis fathei 
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left* Ravenswood Castle for the last time* 
Thus seated, he banished, as much as he 
could, the superstitious feelings which the 
late incident naturally inspired. His own 
were sad enough, without the exaggera* 
tions of supernatural terror, since he QMind 
himself transferred from the situation of a 
successful lover of Lucy Ashton, and an 
honoured and respected friend of her fa- 
ther, into the melancholy and solitary guar- 
dian of the abandoned and forsaken corpse 
of a common pauper. 

He was relieved, however, from his sad 
office sooner than he could reasonably have 
expected, from the distance betwixt the hut 
of the deceased and the village, and the age 
and infirmities (xT three old women, who 
came from thence, in military phrase, to 
relieve guard upon the body of the defunct. 
On any other occasion the speed of these 
reverend sybils would l^ve been much 
more moderate, for the first was eighty 
years of age and upwards, the second was 
paralytic, and the third lame of a 1^ from 
some accident* But the burial duties ren- 
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dered to the deceased^ are, to the Scottish 
peasant of either sex, a labour of love. 
I know not whether it is from the temper 
of the people, grave and enthusiastic as it 
certainly is, or from the recollection of the 
ancient catholic opinions, when the funeral 
rites were always considered as a period of 
festival to the living ; but feasting, good 
cheer, and even inebriety, were, and are, 
the frequent accompaniments of a Scottish 
old-fashioned burial. What the funeral 
feast, or dirgie, as it is called, was to the 
men, the gloomy preparations of the dead 
body for the coffin were to the women. To 
t^traight the contorted limbs upon a board 
used for that melancholy purpose, to array 
the corpse in clean linen, and over that ia 
its woollen shroud, were operations com- 
mitted always to the old matrons of the vil- 
lage, and in whi^ they found a singular 
and gloomy delight* 

The old women paid the Master their 
salutations with a ghastly smile, which re- 
minded hij^ of the meeting betwixt Mac- 
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b^th and the witches on the. blasted beatb 
of Forres. He gave them soijoi^ mpnty^ 
and recoin mended to them the charge of 
the (lead body of their contemporaiy, a^ . 
oflBce which they, willingly undertook; inti- 
mating to him at the same time that he must 
leave the hut, in order that they mi^ght be- 
gip their mournful duties* Ravenswood 
readily agreed to depart, only tarrying to 
recommend to them due attention to tlxe 
body, and to receive information where, he 
was to find the aexton, or beadle, who had. 
in charge the deserted church-yar^ of t}ie 
Armitage, in Ojrder to prepare n;att?rs fpr 
the reception of old Alice in the place of 
repose which she had selected for herself^, 
" Ye'll no be pinched to find out Johnie 
Mortsheugh," said the elder ^bil, and stiljl 
her withered cheek bore a grisly smile— 
*< he dwells near the Tod's-hole, an bon^e 
of entertainment where there has been 
mpny a blithe biriing— lor dea^h and drink- 
draining are near ne%hboux4S^ to ane aoi 
therf" 
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^* Ay! and. that's e*en true, cummer,? 
said the lame hag, propping herself with a 
crutch which supported the shortness of 
her left leg, " for I mind .when the fathei 
af this Master of Ravens wood that is now 
sCsinding before us, sticked young Black* 
hail With his whinger, for a.wrang word 
said ower their wine, or brandy, or^wiiat 
not-^he gaed in as h'ght as a iark, and he 
cdnie but with his^ feet foremost. I was afc 
the winding of the corpse j. and when the 
bluid was washed oSi be was a bonuie book 
of man's body. •* 

It may. be easily beK6ved that this ill- 
timed anecdote hastened the Mastefr's puF^ 
pode of quitting a compslny so evil-omened 
aAd so odious. Yet, while walking to the 
tret td which his^ horse was tied, and busy- 
ing himself with adjusting the girths of the 
saddle, he could not avoid hearing, through 
the hedge of the little garden, a conversa- 
tion respecting himself^ betwixt the lame 
womfan' and- the octogenarian sybil. The 
pair bad hobbled into the garden to gather 
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rosemary^ southeni*wood, rue, and other 
plants proper to be strewed upon the body, 
and burned by way of fumigation in the 
chimney of the cottage. The paralytic 
wretch^ almost exhausted by the joumeyj 
was left guard upon the corpse, lest witches 
or fiends might play their sport with it. 

The following low croaking dialogue was 
necessarily overheard by the Master of Ra« 
venswood : — <* That's a fresh and fuU» 
grown hemlock, Annie Winnie-— mony a 
cummer lang syne wad hae sought nae htU 
ter horse to flee over hill and how, through 
mist and moonlight, and light doun in the 
King of France's cellar," 

«* Ay, cummer ! but the very de'il has 
turned as hard-hearted now as the Lord 
Keeper, and the grit folk that hae breasts 
like whin-stane. They prick us and they 
pine us, and they pit us on the pinny* 
winkles for witches; and, if I say my 
prayers backwards ten times ower, Satan 
will never gi'e me amends o* them.'* 

*• Did ye ever see the foul thief?'* asked 
her neighbour. 
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** Na !" replied the other spokeswoman ; 
^* but I trow I hae dreamed of him mony 
a time^ and I think the day will come 
they will burn me for't. But ne'er mind» 
cummer ! we hae this dollar of the Mas* 
ter's, and we'll send doun for bread and 
for aill, and tobacco, and a drap brandy to 
bum, and a wee pickle saft sugar—and be 
there de'il, or nae de'il, lass, we'll hae a 
merry night o't." 

Here her leathern chops uttered a sort 
of cackling ghastly laugh, resembling, to a 
certain degree, the cry of the screech-owl. 

** He is a frank man, and a free-hand* 
ed man^ the Master," said Annie Winnie, 
<< and a comely personage— broad in the 
shouthers, and narrow around the lungies 
— -he wad mak a bonnie corpse-*! wad 
like to hae the streaking and winding o' 
him." 

** It is written on his brow, Annie Win- 
nie," returned the octogenarian, her com- 
panion, ^< that hand of woman, or of man 
eitheri will never straught him*-dead-deal 
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v^iU never be lakl to his back — make you 
your market of that, for I hae it frae a sure 
hand." 

«* Will it be his lot to die on the battle- 
ground then, Ailsie Gourlay ?-^Will he die 
by the sword or the ball, as his forbears 
faae dune before him raony ane o' them f^^ 

*^ Ask nae mair questions about it— he^^lt 
no be graced sae far," replied thfe sage. 

«* I ken ye are wiser than ither folfc# 
Ailsie Gourlay — But wha tell'd ye this ?* 

^* Fashna your thumb about that, Aq-« 
nie Winnie," answered thfe aybi^** I faao 
it frae a hand sure.aoeiigh.'' ' 

<* But ye said ye never saw (he foul 
thief," reiterated her inquisitive compa-^ 
nion*' 

^< I hae it frae as dure a hand," said Ail*^ 
sie, ^^ and from them that spaed his fortune 
before the sark gaed ower his head." 

" Hark ! I hear his horse's feet riding 
off," said the other ; *^ they dinna sound aa 
if go6d luck was. wi' them*'' 

Mak hastCi sira^" cried the paralytic 
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bag {torn the cottagf , " and let us do what 
IS needfu', and say what is fitting,; for, if 
the dead corpse binna straughted, it will 
gira and thraw^ and that will fear the be^t 
of us." 

Ravenswood was now out of hearing. 
He despised most of the ordinary preju- 
dices about witchcraft, omens, and vatici- 
nation, to which his age and country stiil 
gave such implicit credit,. thatj to express 
a* doubt of them) was accounted a. crime 
eqiial to the unbelief of Jews* or Saracens ;, 
Be knew also that the prevailing belief con- 
cerning witches, operating upon the hypo- 
chondriac habits of those whom age, infir- 
mity, and poverty rendered liabla to sus-^ 
picioof and enforced by the. fear of death, 
and the pangs of the most cruel tortures, 
often extorted those confessions which en- 
cumber and disgrace the criminal recordi* 
of Scotland during the seventeenth cen? 
tury. But the virion o£ that mprning, 
whether real or imaginary, had impressed 
his mind with a superstitious feeling, whicl\ 
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he in vain endeavoured to shake off. The 
nature of the business which awaited him 
at the 4ittle inn, called Tod'shole, where 
he soon after arrived, was not of a kind to 
restore his spirits. 

It was necessary he should see Mort- 
sheugh, the sexton of the old buriaUground 
at Armitage, to arrange matters for the fu- 
neral of Alice ; and as the man dwelt near 
the place of her late residence, the Master, 
after a slight refreshment, walked towards 
the place where the body of Alice was 
to be deposited* It was situated in the 
nook formed by the eddying sweep of a 
stream, which issued from the adjoining 
hills. A rude cavern in an adjacent rock, 
which, in the interior, was cut into the 
shape of a cross, formed the hermitage, 
where some Saxon saint had in ancient 
times done penance, and given name to 
the place. The rich Abbey of Colding- 
hame had, in latter days, established a 
chapel in the neighbourhood, of which no 
vestige was now visible, though the church- 
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yard which surrounded it» was stilU as ap« 
on the {M-esent occasioD, used for the inter^ 
ixient of particular persons* One or two 
shattered yew-trees' still grew widiin the 
precincts of that which had once been holy 
ground. Warriors and barons had been 
buried there of old, but their names were 
forgotten, and their monuments demolish- 
ed. The only sepulchral memorials which 
remained, were the upright head-stones 
which mark the grave of persons of an in-*- 
ferior rank. The abode of the sexton was 
a solitary cottage: adjacent to the ruined 
wall of the cemetery, but so low, and ha« 
ving its thatch, which nearly reached the 
ground, covered with such a crop of grass, 
fog, and house leeks, that it resembled an 
overgrown grave. On enquiry, however, 
Ravenswood found that the man of the 
last mattock was absent at a bridal, be- 
ing fiddler as well as grave-digger to the 
vicinity. He therefore retired to the little 
inn, leaving a message that early next 
morning he would again call for the per- 


fta6 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

son, whose double occupation connected 
him at once with the house of mourning 
and the house oi feasting* - 

An outrider of the Marquis arrived at 
Tod'g-hole shortly after, with a message 
intimating that his master would join Ra« 
Tenswood at that place on the following 
morning ; and the Master, who would other- 
wise have proceeded to his old retreat at 
Wolf's Crag, remained there accord ingljv 
to give the meeting to his noble kinsman^. 


I 
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CKAPTER X. 

4 

Hamkt, Has Ihis fellow bo feelio^ofrhis business— he iin|i 

at grave making. 
Horatio. Castom hath made it in him a property 6f easiness. 
Hiamlet. *Th e'en so, the hand of little einployinent hath the 
daintier sense* * * 

Shakespkarx* 

The sleep of Ravens wood was brol^en 
by ghastly and agitating visions, and his 
waking intervals disturbed by melancholy 
reflections on the past, and painful antici- 
pations of the future. He was perhaps the 
only traveller who ever slept in that miser- 
able kennel without complaining of his 
lodgings, or feeling inconveniences from 
their deficiencies. It is when « the mind 
is free the body's delicate.'* Morning, 
however, found the Master an early riser, 
in hopes that the fresh air of the dawn 
might afford the refreshment which night 
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had refused him. He took his way to- 
wards the solitary burial-ground, which lay^ 
about half a mile from the inn. 

The thin blue smoke, which already be- 
gan to curl upward, and to distinguish the 
cottage of the living from the habitation 
of the dead, apprized him that its inmate 
had returned and was stirring. According- 
ly, on entering the little church-yard, he 
saw the old man labouring in a half-made^ 
grave. My destiny, thought Ravenswbod, 
seems to lead me to scenes of fate and of 
death ; but these are childish thoughts, and 
they shall not master me. I will not again 
suffer my imagination to beguile my senses. 
—The old man rested on his spade as the 
Master approached him, as if to. receive 
his commands, and as he did not immedi- 
ately speak, the sexton opened the discourse 
in his own way. 

" Ye will be a wedding customer, sir, Tse 
warrant.*' ^ 

«« What makes you think so, friend ?*' re- 
plied the Master. 
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'< I live by twa trades^ sir," replied the 
blythe old man j ^ fiddle, sir, and spade } 
filling the world, and emptying of it ^ and 
I suld ken baith cast of customers by head- 
mark in thirty years practice." 

*^ You are mistaken, however, this morn- 
ings" replied Ravenswood. 

** Am I ?" said the old man, looking 
keenly at him, <' troth and it may be ; 
sinc^ for as brent as your brow is, there is 
smnething sitting upon it this day, that is as 
near akin to death as to wedlock, Weel, 
weel, the pick and ^o vel are as ready to 
your order as bow and fiddle." 

" I wish you," said Ravenswood, ** to 
look after the decent interment of an old 
woman, Alice Gr4y, who lived at the Craig- 
foot in Ravenswood Park." 

*' Alice Gray ! blind Alice !" said the 
sexton ; *^ and is she gane at last i that's 
another jow of the bell to bid me be ready. I 
mind when Habbie Gray brought her down 
to this land ; a likely lass she was then, and 
looked ower her southland nose at us a'. I 
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trow her pride got a downcome. And is 
ihe e*en ganc ?" 

^ She died yesterday,** said Ravenswood ; 
^ and desired to be buried Ivere, beside her 
husband ; you will know where he lies, no * 
doubt.'' 

" Ken where he lies ?** answered the sex- 
ton, with national indirection of response, 
** li^en where a* body lies, : that lies here.' 
But ye were speaking, o' her grave ? — ^Lord 
help ns— ^it'is no an -ordinar grave that wiH 
baud her in, if a*s true that folks said ^f 
Alice in her auld days ; and if I gae to six 
feet deep, and a warlock's grave sfaouldna 
be an inch mair ^bb, or her ain witch 
cummers would soon whirl her out of her 
shroud for a' their auld acquaintance — and 
be't six feet, or be't three, wha's to pay 
the making 6' t, I pray ye ?" 

" I will pay that, my friend, and all 
other reasonable charges." 

^ Reasonable charges ?" said the sexton ; 
^< 0U9 there's ground^mail, and bell-siUery 
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(Aough ike bell's broken i>ae doubt) and 
^e kist, and my day's wark, aiMl my bit fee, 
uid some brandy and aill (othe drigie — I am 
lao thinking that you can iittar her, to ca' 
deoeatly^ under saKteen pund Soots." 

•♦. There is the moneyt my Metkd/* said 
Ravenswood, ^ and something over. Be 
sure you know the grave." 

<« Ye'U be ane o' her English relations, 
* I^ warfant," said the hoary man of skulls ; 
'«< I hae heard she married far below her 
station ; it was very right to let her bite 
on the bridle ^en she was living, Bui 
Its very right %o pre her a decent burial 
now she's dead^ for that's a matter o- credit 
to j^oursell rather than to her. Folk may 
let their kindred shift fer thea^selis when 
they are alive, and can b«ar the burthen of 
their ain misdoings ; but it is am unnatural 
thing to let them be bbried like dogs, when 
a' the discredit gangs to tine kindred-*^ 
what' kens the dead corse about it ?" 

^ You would not have people neglect 
their relations on a bridal occasion neidier," 

VOL. 11. L 
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•said Ravenswood, who wm aroused with 
the professional limitation of the grave^ dig- 
ger's philanthropy. 

The old man cast np his sharp grey eyes 
^ith a shrewd smile, as if be understood 
the jest, but instantly continued with his 
former gravity,—** Bridals— wha wad ncr 
gleet bridals that had ony regard, for plenish- 
ing the earth ? To be sure, they suld be 
celebrated with all manner of good cheer, 
and meeting of friends, and musical instru- 
ments, harp, sackbut, and psaltery, or 
gude fiddle «nd pipes, when these auld- 
warld instruments of melody are hard to 
be compassed." 

«* The presence of the fiddle, I dare say," 
^reptied Rawnswood, " would atone for the 
absraace of all the others." 

The sexton again looked sharply up at 
Jiim, as he answered, « Nae doubt— nae 
-doubt— if it were weel played •,— but yon- 
der," he said, as if to change the dUcourse, 
«« is Halbert Gray's lang ha^ie, that ye 
were spearing after, just the third bourocV 
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beyondthe mucklcthrough*stancthatst«nds 
^on sax legs yonder, abune some ane of the 
Ravens woods; for there is.mony of thar 
kin and followers here, de'il lift them! 
though it isna ju»t their main burial-place." 
** They are no favourites then of yours 
these Ravenswoods,** said the Master, not 
much pleased with the passing benediction 
which was thus bestowed on his family and 

name. 

«♦ I ken na wha should favour thera/' 
said the grave*digger ; «• when they had 
lands and power, they were ill guides of 
them baitb, and now their head's down, 
there's few care how lang they may be of 
lifting it again/' 

V Indeed I" said Ravenswood, <* I never 
heard that this unhappy family deserved 
ill-will at the handd of their country. I 
grant their poverty— if that renders them 
contemptible." 

" It will gang a far way tiU't," said the sex- 
ton of Hermitage, •• ye maytak my word for 
that — at least, I ken naetbing else that smld 
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mak myself contemptible, and folk are far 
frae respecting me as they Ttrad de if I lived 
in a t^a-loft^d sclited bouse. But its for 
the Ravenswoods, I hae seen tbree g€fii^- 
rations of them, and de'il «rne to mend 
other.* . ». 

<« I thought Vkey had enjoyed a fair 
« character in the eountry,'^ said their des- 
cendant '^ ' 

<• Character! Ou ye see, sir,'* said tfce 
sexton, ^ as for the auld gude-sire body of 
a lord, I lived on his land when I was a 
swaifkidg ydting ^efd, atid could hae 
blaWn the trtimpet wi' ony body, for I had 
wind eneugh tben-^^andtoudHng this trum- 
peter Marine that I have heard play afore 
the Lords* trf* the Circuit, I wad hae made 
nae mair' o' hfm than of a bairn and a 
-'bawbee whistle— I defy him to hae play'd 
;« Boot and saddle,' or *Ho»fe and away,' 
or * Gallants, come trot>' with me— he has 
na the tones/' 

^ ^« But whatis all thi$ to ckA Lord Hiavens* 
i, my fri^d?" said the Master, who. 


TH£ BRIOB OF LAMMEOMOOR. 845 

with an anxiety Qot UAUtaml in bis cir- 
cumstancesi was desisoos of praaecuting the 
mii8ician'$ first topic^^*^ What bad his^ me- 
mary to do with the d^peneracy of the 
triiinpel. m^tic ?" 

^< Jast tbisy 8ir»" answered the se&ton^ 
** that I lost my wtind in his service* Ye 
jsee I was traoipeter fit tlie castie, and had 
allowance for bUwing at break of day> and 
at dinner- tim^ and other whites when, there 
waa company about, andit pleased my lords 
an4 when he raised liis militia to capei; 
ajSRa' to Bothw^U Bri^ against the wran^ 
headed wastland whigSy I behoved, reason 
or nane^ to mant a horse and caper awa wi' 

(^ M Aofi very reasonable, <* 4aid leavens- 
woed ; <^ yon were bis servant and vassaL" 

" Servitor^ say ye ?" replied the sexton^ 
<< aiid so I waa^-^but it was to blaw folk to 
their warm dinner>^orat the warsttoa decent 
kirk-yaord^ and no to skirl tb^m awa' t^ ^ 
^luidy brae sidcj^whwe th^e was 4e*jl a bed*- 
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raJ but the hooded craw. Bttt bide ye-«^ 
ye shall bear what cam 0% and how far I 
am bund to foe bedesmau to the Ravens* 
woods.— .*RH*t, ye -sec, we gae'd ott a l»raw 
simmer morning, twenty-fourth of June^- 
saxteen hundred and se'enty-nine, of a' the 
days of the month and year^«~drams beat-^ 
guns rattled — horses kicked and trampled* 
Hackstoun cf Rathillet keepit the' brig^ 
wi' musket and carabine and pike, sword and- 
scythe for what I ken, and we horsemen were 
ordered down to cross at the ford,— -I hate- 
fords at a' times, let abe when there's thousr 
sands of armed men on the otfaerside; There 
was auld Ravenswood brandishing bis Aik 
drew Ferrara at the head, and crying to U9 
to come and buckle to, as if we had been 
gaanto A fair,-— there was Caleb Balderstoi^^ 
that is Hving yet, flourishing in the rear, and 
swearing Gog and Magog, he would put 
steel through the guts of ony man that turn- 
ed bridle, — ^there was young Allan B^vvens^' 
wood, that was then Master^ w? a bedded 
pbtol in his hand,*— it was a ^ercy it gaed 
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sra aff, — crying to me^ that had scarce as 
rtuch wind left as serve the necwsary pur- 
pode of my ain lungs, " Sound, you pol- 
iroon! sound, you damned cowardly villain, 
or 1 will blow your brains out !" and, to be 
sare, I blew sic points of war, that the 
scraugh of a clockin hen was music to 
them/* 

t *^ Well, sir, cut all this short," said Ra- 
venswood. 

' ^ Short ! — ^I had been like to be cut 
*hort mysell, in the flower of my youth, 
as scripture, says ; and. that'j the very thing 
^at I compleen o**^— Weel ! in to the water 
W0 bdioved a* to splasli, beds ower head^ 
sit or fa'«— ae horse driving on anither, 
as is the ^ay of brute beasts, apd rid era 
tiwit hae as little sen9e,~the very bushes 
on the ither side were ahleeze, wi* the 
flaklies of the whig guns ; and my horse had 
just taen the grund, when tt blackavis^ 
westland (^rle-~I wad mind the face o' hif^ 
a hundred years yet,--*an ee like a wild 
Eicon's, and a beard as brmd a$ «iy shovel^ 
clapped the end o' his lang black gun with- 
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HI a quarters length oi my lug i^^^by tbe- 
grace .of Mercy, the horse swiarved rotmdir 
and I fell aff at the tae side a«i the bdl 
whistled bye at the dther, and the fell auld 
lord took the whig^ atich a swauk. au' .bt» 
broadsword that he nrnde twa pieces o^ fafai 
heady and down fell the iordane wi' a' ha^ 
bowk abune me.'* 

H You were rather, ohi^d to the ok! 
lordf I thiqk,"^ ^aid Ravenswood. 

^ Was I ? my sartie ! first fer tM:^gmg 
mt into jeopardy, would I notild I--^«nd 
tten for whomUDg a diield on the t«p «f 
me, that dang the veiy wiad ixA of tof 
body--? I hae been sfaoit- breathed ever 
eince, and canna gaag twenty yards witk. 
out peghing like a miller's aiver." 

" You lost then your place as trumpets 
er,** said Ravenswood«" 

^ Lost it-^ to be sure I lost it,'' repfied 
the sexton, ** for I coiddpa ha^e plaid 
pew upon adry humlock ;-«-but I might hae 
dune weel eneugh» for I keepit Che waga 
and the free houses and little to do but 
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ftiy^imthe fiddUe to them, but for thia AU 
}§gi Loid Rftven$wcKid» tfattt's far waut thro 
$^r his £itber was." 

'« What," said the Master, ** did my fa* 
|her-4ii*X na€{ti^ did lu8>fath€r'9'Son-«*-tbi8 laa( 
liofd SUyefiswoody deprive yw of Kjhat the 
^ailty !9fhia &thef allowed you f^ 

^^ Ay, troth did he," antinered the old 
fMua^ <<i€Mr he loot his affiurs gang tp the 
dog^ aod tet^ w tbi8$Sir WiUiam Ashton oq 
i«iy thatDVJdl gi'e naetbing for naethingr and 
just removed me and a' the puir creatures 
ti^ha/i bite a&d«i)up aitth^ castle, and a 
bde to put nmv heada in, wbeo things were 
in the auld way." 

- '^^ If Lord Ravemwood protected jiis 
people, my friend, while he had the means 
^ doing 8Q^ I 4bink they tnigbt spare his 
memoty," replied Ravevswopd. 
-> '•* Ye are weleome to your ain opinvoi^ 
iiry" satid the sexton f: ' *^ but ye winna pec- 
8ilfde,4M that he did his duty, either to 
ittintel or to hiiK poor dependent creatures;, 
In jKwdiBg us the gate he has done — he 
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nught hae gi'en us liffe-rent tacks of our 
bits o* houses and yards^-and me, that's an 
auld man, living in yon miserable cabin, 
thatfs fitter for the dead than the quick, 
and killed wi' rheumatise, and John SmlAk 
in my dainty^ bit mailing, and his window 
glazen, and a* because Ravenswood guidM 
his gear like a fule.'* 

' <* It is but too true," said Ravenswodtf, 
conscience-struck ; ** the penaltiies of ex- 
travagance extend far beyond the pro^ 
gal*s own sufferings.*^ 

•* However,*^ said the sexton, *« this yottog 
inan Edgar is like to avenge my wrangs oa 
the haill of his kindred.** 

« Indeed," said 'Ravenswood | " why 
fhould you suppose so f * 

«« They say he is about to marry the 
daughter of Leddy Ashton ; and let her 
Icddyship get his head ance under her ^ox- 
ter, and see you if she winn&'gi^e his neck 
'a thraw. Sorra a bit if I were him—Let 
her alane for handing a* thing in het water 
that draws near her-^sae the warst wish I 


fballr wisii the lad ia^ tliat he may take his 
mn creditable gate 0% , Mid ally himsel wi' 
hi9 father's enemieSf that have taken his 
broad lands and my bonnie kaU^yard from 
^th€' lawful owners therenf.*^ 
V. Ceiyantes acutely remarks, that flattery 
f ja pleaqing even from the mouth of a mad- 
man ; and censure, as vreB as praise, ofb^i 
mfbois usp while we despise the qpinions 
and motives on which it is founded and 
/expressed. Bavenswood, abruptly reite- 
rating his commMid tliat Alice's funeral 
j»bould be attended to, flung away from 
•the sexton, under the painflil impression 
that the great, as well as the small vulgar. 
Would think of his engagemrat with Lucy 
like this ignorant and selfish peasant# 
; ^^ And I have stooped to subject myself 
to these calumnies, and am rejected not^ 
withstanding. Lucy, your faith must be 
true imd perfect as the diamond, to com- 
pensate for the dishonour which men's 
opinions^ and the conduct of your mother, 
attach to the heir of Bavenswood*" 
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Ab he raittd his ^yeu, he beheld tbe 

Marquis of A 9 who, hwing arrived at 

the Tod^bolet had walked forlli to look 
for his kinsaaaQ* 

After mutual gieetiogBy he made soeie 
apology to the Maiter for not comkig for- 
ward on the preceding evening* % It was 
his wialw" ht naid^ *( to have done so» but 
he ha4 come to thie koowlodge of somo 
maitem which induced him to delay hie 
{Nirpose^ I find/' he said» *^ there has been 
a love. affiuJT bere» kinsman ; and though I 
might blame you for not having eommimi^ 
eated with me» as Jbeing in some degree 
th^ chief of your femily '*■■ ■ ■ >■ 

'V With your lovdahip'a peinussion/' said 
Raven^wood* *^ I am deefdy gratefbl for 
th(^ iiit?rei£ you are pleased to take in me 
-r^iut J am the chief nod head o£ mjf$t^ 
mily.'* ' 

<< I know it-p^I know it»'' said the Mafu 
quis { «* in a atriet heraldic and genealo^ 
gicfiil ft^im$ you certainly are sa^what I 


. < > 
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mtBti is, that being in some measure un«' 
der my guardtanship^'-^-— ' 

««*I must take the Ifterty to say, my 
lord," answered Ravenswood — ^and the tonfe 
hi which he interrupted the Marquis bo- 
ded no long duration to the friendship o^ 
the ftoble relatived, when he himself was 
fortutiately interrupted by the little sex^ 
ton, who came puffing aAer them, t6 ask 
if their honbdrs would chuse music at the 
change-house to make up for short dieer. ^ 

«* We want no mftsic," said the Master,- 
abruptly. . ^ 

•* Tour honour disna ken what ye*fe 
refusing, then,** said the fiddler, with tlic 
impertinent freedom of his profession. " I 
can play, « Will't thou do't again,* and * the 
Auld Man^s Mear's Dead,* iax times better 
than ei^r Pattie Birnie. Ill get my fiddle 
in the turning of a coffin>screw.'' 

•* Take yourself away, sir,^ said the 
Marquis. 

. •» And if your honottr be a north-coun- 
try gentleman,'^ said &e persevering min- 


ifcfc.- - ... M ■■.'. ^ ..^ '. \ • ., _.. __ J^j 


114 YALES 09 mt LAllBLOAH. 

8tnl» '' tM^ilk I ivad judge from your 
tongue, I can play, * liggeram Corii/ and 
• MuUin DhV and < the Cammers ^cxf 
Athole."* *' J 

^ Take yoiirself away, friend ; 'you is^ 
terrupt our eonversation.'' 

^ Or if, under your honour's favour, ye 
should happen to be a thought honest, I 
can play, (this in a low and confidential 
tone,) * Killiecrankie,* and < the King shall 
hae his ain,' and < the Auld Stuarts back 
again,'«*and the wife at the change-house 
is a decent discreet body, neitlier kens nor 
cares what toasts are drunken, and what 
tunes are played in her house— Hshe's deaf 
to a' thing but the clink o' the siller." 

The 'Marquis, who was sometimes sus* 
pected of jacobitism, could not help laugh- 
ing as he threw the fellow a dollar, and 
bid him go play to the servants if he had a 
mind^ and leave them at peace. 

<< Aweel, gentlemen," said he, /' I am 
wishing your honours gude di^y—* I'll be a' 
the better of the dollar, and ye'U be the 
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waur of wanting the music» Tse taU ye— 
But Tse gang barney and finiah the grave 
lin the tuning o' a fiddle-string, and then 
get my bread* winner, and awa' to your fdk, 
and aee if they hae better lugs than their 
masters.'* 
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. . CHAPTER XI. . 

True love^ an' thou be true. 
Thou has ane kittle part to play ; 

For fortune, fiishion, fimcy, and thou, 
Aiaun fitrive for many a day. 

I've kenn'd )>y mony a friend's tale. 

Far better by this heart of mine. 
What time and change of fiincy a>Yiil 

A true loYe-knot to untwine. 

Henjdessoun. 

'< I WISHED to tell yoU| my good ki&». 
man,'' said the Marquis, *^ now that we are 
quit of this impertinent fiddler^ that I hadt 
tried to discuss this love afiair of yours witll^ 
Sir William Ashton's daughter. I never 
saw the young lady, but for a few minutes 
to-d9,y ; so, being a stranger to her per- 
sonal merits, I pay a compliment to you^ 
and offer her no offence^ in saying you 
might do better." 

10 
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«< My lordf I aln much indebtedi for the 
interest you have taken in my affiiirs^" said 
Ravenswood. << I did not intend to have 
troubled you in any matter concemuig 
Mifis Aahtoi). As my epgi^em^it with 
that young lady has reached your lordsbipt 
I can only say, that you must necessarily 
su|>pose that I was aware of the objectuHis 
to B^y marrying into her Cher's family, 
and of course must have been completely, 
sfiti^ed with the reasons by which these 
okgections are over^balanced, since I havei 
proceeded so far in the matter." . r 

u ^gy^ Master, if you had heard meont,*^ 
said his noble rel^rtion, "^ you might have* 
spared ^at observation ; for, without qiies*^ 
tfoning that yon bad reasons which seemed; 
to you to, counterbalance every other otN 
stacl^ I set mysdf, by every means thfttii 
bfecaine me to use towards the ^htons, to 
persuade them to meet your idews^'* > 

<^ I am (Obliged to your lordship for ydms 
unsolicited intercession,"' said Ravenswood/ 
^^ especially as lam sare your loixlsJvp would 
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never carry it b^ond the bounds which it 
became me to use.** 

•• Of thaty'* said the Marquis, ** you may • 
be' confident ; I myself felt the delicacy of' 
the matter toQ much to place a gentleman 
neaiiy connected with my house in a de« 
grading or dubious situation with these* 
Ashtons. But I pointed out all the advan- 
tages of their marrying their daughter inta 
a house so honourable, and so nearly rehu 
ted with the first in Scotland ; I explained 
the exact degree of relationship in which 
the Ravenswoods stand to ourselves ; and 
I even hinted how poIiUcal matters were 
lilse to tum^ and what cards would be 
tfumps next parliament. I said I regarded 
you as a son«-*-or a nephew, or so-^-rather 
than as a more distant relation ; and that 
I made ycmr affiur entirely my own." 
'-..^^ And what was the issue of your lord^ 
ship's explanation?^ said Ravenswood, in 
some doubt whethw he should resent or 
e3(|MQe8B gratitude for his intetference. " ' 
^ Wby» the Lord Keeper would have 
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listened to reasoo^"^ said the Marquis ; *^ he 
is rather unwilling to leave his place, which, 
in the presait view of a change, must vaik ; 
and, to say truth, he seemed to have a liking 
for you, and to be sensible of the general 
advantages to be attained by such a match. 
B^t his lady, who is tongue of the trump. 

Master," 

'« What Of Lady Ashton, my lord ?" said 
Ravenawood ; *< let me know the issue of 
this extraordinary conference— -I can bear 
it.** 
^^ I am glad of that, kinsman,'* said the 
Marquis, <^for I am ashamed to tell you 
half what she said. It is enough-~her mind 
is mad« up— and the mistress of a first-rate 
boarding-iKrhool could not have rejected 
Vitb more haughty indifference the suit of 
a bal&pay Irish officer, beseeching permis* 
aion to wak upon the heii^ess of a We^t In-^ 
dia planter, than I^idy Ashton spumed 
av6ry pr^podal of mediation which it couid 
at all be^me me to <^er in bdialf of yon* 


•♦ *■ 


u^ good kiodtniuu I caDaot^ giiesa what; 
she loeans* A mcpre hoi&otir»b)e, caQMOr 
lion she ci^uU zu>t fprin, ' that's, cy^rtaio., As 
for iqoney. and iand» that used ta be h€S 
husband's busioeyss rather tibaa her'a; 1 
really thifik she hatea y^u for having the 
birth that her liv»bap4 w#n0» ai^ pj»rhep$ 

* 

for wanting tbe lands that her gpodnail 
luuk !Qut I sbpujLd Qjtily vex.you .to say 
more about, it-^hfre we are %t thex^aogt^ 
house,'' , 

The Master of Ravenswood paused as he 
•tttefe^ the ^tti^g^,jsJ»ph/reek<^.throi^b 
^ fts, cie vi(;ea> a^d t|iey were opt few, fyom 
the es^^tiojQS of the M^^fqui^'a tn^^eUiiig^t 
gopM to supply good cb^^t aod spreadi* ad 
it were, a table in the wji^erpeasr , 

<VMy JLprd Mar^ois/' said Ilfiy^iiswood^ 
V: I aikeady menttoiPNed thajt ftaddent haft 
pjit your loYdsbip m ppssess^ip of a aecvet^ 
fihmh> wish my.cw«^tt;shouJd. have r^ 
tmm^ o^ eyeo to y^Hi, my kiMnaan^ foa 
^m»t¥mk ^m^ the se^cet was to parfL 
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from my own custody, and that of the only 
person besides wiio was interested in it, 1 
am not sorry it should have reached your 
kn^dship^'s ears, as being fully aware that 
you are my ndble kilisman and friend.'* 

** You may believie it is safely lodged 
with me. Master of Ravenswood," said the 
Marquis ; <* but I diould like well to hear 
ytM say, that you rafibuneed the iilea of att 
aHiance, which ytki can hjElrdty pursbe with^ 
out a certain degree of degradation." 

"Of that, my lord, I shall judge,** an- 
swered Ravenswood'^^*^ and I hope with 
delicacy as sensitive as anyof my fHends. 
Btit I have no engagement with Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Ashtom It is with Miss 
Ashton alone that I have entered upon the 
subject, and my conduct in the matter shall 
be entirely ruled by her's. If she conti- 
nnes to prefer me in my poverty to the 
wealthier suitors whom her friends recom- 
mend, I may well make some sacrifice to 
ber sincere affection — I may well surrend^ 
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to her the less tangible and less palpable ad^ 
vantage of lMrth» and the deep-rooted pre- 
jodices of family hatred. If Miss Lucy 
Aabt<m should change her mind on a sub- 
ject of such ddicacy, I trust my friends 
mU be silent on my disappointment, and 
I shall know how to make my enemies so/' 
<< Spcke like a gaUant young noblemaA,'* 
said the Marquis j *^ for my part I have that 
regard fitf you, that I should be sorry the 
thing went <m. This Sir William Ashton 
was a pretQr eoou^ p^ty-fogging kind of a 
lawyer twenty years ago, and betwixt bat- 
tling at the bar, and leading in committees 
of Parliament, h^ has got well en — ^the 
Darien matter lent him 'a lift, for be had 
good intelligence and sound views, and 
sold out in time— but the best work is bad 
out of him. No Scotch government will 
take him at his own, or rather his wife's 
extravagant valuation ; and betwixt his in- 
decision and her insolence, from all I can 
guess, be will outsit his market, and be had 


*, 
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•cheap ^^hen no one will bid lor htm. I pay 
nothing of Miss Ashton ; but I assure yos, 
a connection with her father will be neither 
useful nor ornamental, beyond that part of 
your father's spoils which he nsty be prevail- 
ed upon to disgorge by way of tocher-good 
— and take my word for it, you willget 
more if you have spirit to bell the cat with 
him in the Scots Parliament-^Aod I will be 
the mart, cousin/' continued his lordship, 
^ will course the fox for jou, and make 
him rue the day that ever he refused a com- 
position too hpnourable for him, and pro- 
posed by me on the behi^ of a kinsman*" 
There was something in all this that, as 
it were, overshot the tauk. Ravenswood 
could not disguise from himself that his 
noble kinsman had more reasons for taking 
offence at the reception of his suit, t;|ban re- 
garded his interest and honour, yet he could 
neither complain nor be surprised that it 
should be so. He contented himself there- 
fore with repeating, that his attachment 
was to Miss Ashton personally } that he de- 


^ 

* 
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Sired neither wealth nor aggrandizement 
from her father's means and influence, and 
that nothing should prevent his keeping his 
engagement, excepting herown express de- 
sire that it should be relinquistied — and he 
requested as a fki^our that the matter might 
be no mcb-e raehtioned befwiict them at 
present, assiirfngthe Marquis of A ^ . t .. ) 
?that he (Should be his confident In its pro- 
egress or its interruptian. 

Th^\Marquis soon had more agreeabfe, 
as well as more interesting subjects on 
which to converse. A ibot-post, who had 
followed Mm from Edinbuigb to Ravens- 
wood Castle, and had traced his steps to the 
Tod^s-hole, brought them a packet laded 
with good news. The poKtical calculations 
of the Marquis had proved jurt, both in 
London and at Edinburgh, and he saw 
almost within his grasp, the pre*emiiienee 
for wbich he had panted.-— The refiresh- 
tnents which the servants had prepared 
were now put on the table, and an epicure 
wt>uld perbaps have enjoyed them with ad« 
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^ikfui z^f fTQOi tht coqtnst which sudh 
£ure afforded to the iiii3erable cabin in 
iiflakk it was ncved up. 

The toni ul! canvenatioft corre^nded 
with and ad4#d ta tb^ aodUl feelings <^ 
the company. The Mai^uis expanded with 
fiMnra -on the power which probable in« 
.cidfinta w^e lybe to mwgn to him, and on 
the use which, he. hqpe^* to maike of it in 
aerving his kkisinan Ravenswood. Ravens- 
wood could but rcfeat the gratitude which 
Jie nMy felt». evea when he considered the 
.. lopto 9ft too loi]^ dwelt upon* The wine 
«as exoeUenty notwithstanding its having 
beanjhfiOMgbt in a ruolfit frofn Edinburgh ; 
and the habits of the Mar^uis^ whim en« 
gaged with such good* cheern were Borne* 
what sedentary* !And, so it>fell out that 
thegr-idekljred their journey two hours later 
ftldui was ihetf original pmpoK* 
rf <<! But what of that» my good young 
friend r said the Marquis } ^^ your castle of 
Wolf's Crag is but at five or six miles dis- 
iace, and wiU affi»rd the swne hospttalitj 

VOL. II. M 
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to yourkiwman of A— r> t\^itgffg^tp 

ibis same Sir Wittum 4^1«Un».'' ; . ..- 

: '* Sfiv^VfMmaUMiik the fi0s(^ 

said ltavenswoo4 ^ wd^ liknnnajr ^v'^ 
tor, fhad tittle reason to coiignt^l^ h^ 
self on bis ponqeest.^ f ^ •; . .; v \* ir 

^ WeU^ wdl 1" «aid ijyd> A. -. f i» MkoBp 
<ligQity was somethir^ relaxed by th^ .y^kiie 
he had dfun|E,~.^Vl see I must bribe yo«jM^ 
harbour me-^come, pledge me in la.bufp- 
per heidth to the last young. lady that slppt 
at Wolfs Crag, and liked hor quarters«.'rr 
My bones are not so lender as: hera>: 14^^ 
^m resolved to ocipupy Jier apartmeii^ t<^ 
Qight, tliat I may judge how bard the- couch 
is that love can soften.'' 
: . ^^ Your lopdship may chuse wlurt penance 
you please/' said 'Ravens wood; ^' butl^* 
'l»ure you, I should expect my old servaqt 
to bang himself^ or throw himsdf f rom^the 
^battlementfi9 should your lolPdsbip. visit him 
so unexpectedly — 1 do assiire you^ we are 
totally and literally unprovided." ... 

But his declaration^nly I»oiightfrom his 


i 
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lldUe fMttreti aflrassnfaifMi' of his own tcttftl 
indtfierence ts'to evtiiy species of ikccoiiii* 
Modiitioh; tnd bi» de^eiwifiitioit W see the 
-lower<>f WblTsCrag;' nk ancestor, he said* 
-KkA beefirlbiit«d thet^ when he #eiit for* 
ward with the then Lord ^'Rairafn wood to 
%he' fatti iiattle df FlOdden, in' wh^h they 
'lM)thfen. ' Thns hard pressed, tbt 'M^tte^ 
offlfered to ride forward* to ^et MMt^s put 
iA such prejmratifttii as tiftle and wcdm- 
stances admitted ; 'hiit the Mar<^iisf ' jirtii- 
tested, ""his kinsman must tfflbrd liim his 
h&Afsmyf ^and would 'only btfMeftit^^atkn 
i£vant^6arier shouM^arry to ^t'AmilltA 
Seneschal, Caleb Bald^rstotlfet ^e unex- 
pected news of this in^sioil. 
'The iMaster of Raveniawood' soon after 
tE^cbmpaniedi the Marquis in hid can^ilige^ 
«*tlte1atier»had^ pr<^Osed } and when th^ 
befcdnie \kittT acijaainted in the progress df 
the journey^ hfs nobte relation explained the 
Very fiberial views which he entertained fbr 
his relation's preferment, in caiie o^f tfce is^e. 
CCS5 of his own poHticiil* feehemes. They rc^ 
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lated to a secret, and higfaly unportaQt com- 
mission beyond sea, which could only be en- 
trusted to a person of rank, talent, and per- 
feet confidrace, and which, as it required 
great trust and reliance on the envoy ent- 
ployed, could not but prove both honour- 
able and advantageous to him* We need 
not enter into the nature and purpose of 
this"^ commisaioo, &rther than to acquaint 
our readers that the charge was in prospect 
highly acceptable to the Master of Kavens- 
wood, who hailed with pleasure the hope 
of emerging from his present state of indi* 
genee and inaction^ into independence and 
honourable exertion* 

While he listened thus eagerly to the do- 
iBik with which the, Marquis now thought 
it neoessary to entrust him, the messenger 
^ho had been dispatohed to the Tower of 
Wolfs Crag, returned with Caleb Balder- 
atone's humble duty, and an assurance, 
that ^< a' i^uld be in seemly order» sic as 
tlie> hufiy of time permitted, to rwiive 
^:their lordships as it behoved*"* 
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~ Ravenswood was too well accuadotned to 
bis SeneschaPs mode of acting and speak* 
ing, to hope much from this confident as* 
surance. He knew that Caleb acted upoa 
the principle of the Spanish geaeralsy in 
the campaign of -«-— » who, much to the 
perplexity of the Prince of Orange, their 
commander in chief, used to report their 
troops asr fiill in number, and possessed of 
all necessary pomts of equ^^eiit, not con- 
sidering it consistent with their dignity, or 
the honour of Spain, to confess my defi- 
ciency either in men or munition^ until 
the want of both was unavoidably discover- 
ed in the day of battle. Accordingly, Ra- 
venswood thought it necessary to give the 
Marquis some hint, that the fair assurance 
which they had just received from Calebs 
did not by any means rasure them against 
a very indiffi!rent reception. 

^^ You do yourself injustice. Master," said 
the Marquis, ^ or you wish to surprise me 
agreeably. From this windoii^ I see a great 
ligjbt in the durection where, if I remember 
aright, WoITs Crag lies } and, to judge from 
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the splendour which the 0U iowtfr tiktdi 
around it^ tht prfpsntiom fyf ;aur« r^cbp* 

I rettieniAMr yohr father {mtflbg the aamtf 
cfeeeptkM on' m^ wheo we imeot-^m.lkm 
tower for a fkw^9tynxh9^m^^ aboiit tweo^ 
ty )re«i tificc, and yet ^d spent ^u Ua«^ 
as j6lKly at Wolf 's(^ as n^e coald have 

doiie lit my^own bnming aeat at B^H-f».^ : n 
^* Yoor lordifaipi tfeaiv ihSU' evper^in^ 
thfitt' the facol^ of^ tbfe pfewsfr proprietor 
faetitertiiii his fUendairgreaUj^atoM^odt''- 
said Raveoiwoodi > ihw #W, I need hardly, 
say^ rernams the same. But fam as laiieb afc^ 
tosii as ycnriocdahqiiaaQemml for si>atit>tig 
aiid h^BiaAt a^Iigfatras Is iiow ab^ 
Crilg^s^tlie ;wiQdo«^ of the tower arorlerWi 
atmi taarmw^ and <bose of the lower $toi^^ 
ari: hidden from u^. by thd Walla ^of;th#i 
eotirtLh^I canoM oomJeiVe ^at any .iUatfii^ 
sation of aa ordmafy nature could ^bsd^ 
sueH a blaze of light** ^ , *v - 

The mystwy wais^ sOon explafiied t fi?Pthe 
cavalcade almost instantly halted, and tbe . 
Voice of Caleb Balderstone was heard at 


the'ceaoh^ wkiAowi exdaitsmg^ . in accents 
bndctti hy griefs and fetf; ^Och, gentle- 
iMfr.^*^Oi^ my gittte l«ds^*-*Och^ bimd to- 
ther^htJl-i-Wolftsemg'ia burmqg, lw\'/e!! 
soOt faa^t.-^* the rick pdenidiiog outaide aod 
ii]ftMe^^i«i^ the ftn^ grakh, pictures^ tapes*-. 
»ies, needle^m^rfc; hangings, .and ot^er . der 
corements,-^-^' in a Ue^aey:^^ iflhey wero 
oae maif dian saoriniHiy peatsi or as muelde 
|flSttse ttraei HaaAto the lights gentlemen, 
Pi^lOK ye^iwtbere ia-^ome sma' pmviaioii 
miLkiA^ at Lileky. JSbnatrafiti^s-*-^but 0» wae 
ft^i" this aight^ ^nil wae for ome that iivNba t» 

r: Ramii«f(«)d was at fiist^«tanacd.by. thir 
itew ^ irnd nnMpcnCed calatoity <; : but nHet-tt 
tiyoAieM's^'Tecdleetidn, ^he sprang ftom thex 
dgyHage, and httstliy bidding hisnoUelLasiv 
ilian good nighty was abput>to ^soend tha 
Mttt&wtuS% t-hi^ oasth^ Cba^ broad and iidl 
oMflagrafion of which no w >Aing forth! ^ a 
high column of red light, that flkkered iaj> 
to seaward upon the dashing waves of the 
ocean* > 
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^ Take a borse, Master/* exclaimed the 
Marquis^ greatly a£feeted by this additicduJ 
misfortune, bo unexpectedly heapted upon 
his young proteg^ ; ^.^ and give me my am- 
bling palfrey, and haste forward, youknavesi 
to see what can be done to savb the fiinii^ 
ture, or to extinguish the fire— -ride, yott 
knaves, for your lives.*' 

The attendants bustied together, and be- 
gan to strike their horses with the ipur^ 
and call upon Caleb to shew them the road* 
But the voice of that carefid Seneschal was 
he&rd above the tumult, ^ O stop-^siri^ 
stop— turn bridle, for the luve of rnwcy—* 
add not loss of lives toloss^df warld-s gear. 
-—Thirty barrels of powther landed out of 
a Duitikiilc dogger in the auld Lord's time 
— a' in the vati'ts of the auld towers— the ^ 
'Canna be £ir aff it, I trow — ^Lord's sake^ ta 
the right, laik-— to the rlght-^lets |4t the 
hill atween us and peril,*^a wip wi* a eor^* 
ver-stane o* WolTs Crag wad defy the doc- 
ton" 

* 

It will readily be supposed that this an^ 
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imnciatian hurried the Mar^is and his at- 
^ndants into the route which Caleb pre- 
scribed^ dragging Ravenswood along with 
them, although there was much in the mat- 
ter which he could not possibly compre- 
hend. ^' Gun-powder !" he exclaimed, lay^ 
ing hold of Caleb» who in vain endeavour- 
ed to escape from higo, ^< what gun-pow- 
der? How any quantity pf powder could 
be in Wolfs Crag without my knowledget 
I cannot possibly comprehend." 

<< But I can/' interrupted the Marquis, 
whispering him, ** I can comprehend it 
thorougiily — for God's sake» ask him no 
more q uestions at presentt'' 

" There it is now/' said C^l^b^ extrica- 
Jdxig hiip$elf . from bis master^, and ^djust- 
,ing his dress,. ^^ your honour will believe 
his lordship's honourable testimony— Hia 
Jordship .minds weel, how, in the year that 
1^ they ca'd King Willie died"— 

•* Hush ! hush, my good friend 1" said the 
Marquis ; << I shall satisfy your master upon 
that subject" 

M 2 
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^^ Atod ^he people iit WdiPs liopie^^ ^d 
RavensWobd, <^ did mme it^tK€ln emm to 
your assisbrfice^lxfft^ei ijie fltftee |t>f sb 

high ?*' ' '- '■ *•' "'• ' ^ •'^''^ ^-*''"'' ^^ ■ ''^^■^" ^ -' 

*^ Ayi^did tK^, m^y ane it^fhenj, Ihfe 

rapstalltotJi;* ^td'CAlib ^ *«t>iit ttal^ I wOs 

lit nke^iiui^ry tb^tet'ibferti^ fttto'tfc^ towtJ#i 

wliere there inritf 6 afb^iiiilf^ pfate^ahd^iUu- 
aWes.'* "^'' ■"'' -.^ • ^^ i) .. ."' u 

" Confound' rod for an i*pHdetfi; Bar/ 
said ftaventi\(rbdd i' ^^ iKefe Was not a single 
oun6^ tif*—— ^ 




•* J'orbye,'*" idMUM B^tK*,^m«8t 5rfeVc- 
>ently raising his voice to' 3 pitch which 
drowned his master^Si ^ ftfe fire made fast 
bn us, owing to the store of 'tapesiiy amf 
carved tittfmw^n th* bafcqneting'btf, and 
the loons rah like kcfUuded rats so soon as 
they heard of the gunpottther.'* '' 

*• I do efttreat,** sttid the MarQuh to RSu 
venswood, " you will ask birn no inore 
questions.* 

" Only one, ray lord— What hias feedome 
of poor Mysie?** 


r .,« Myftte2^ mid ^aieliH-^ I bad qae time 

<< By heaven i" said Ravenswood, *^ I, do 

4)bt WKliritiMid.all jtMo^-^-lbe life of a faith- 

fiil p\A creature Js ft sta^enip-^m jr lord^ I wiU 

^^.^ilUwld 90 )<Higer«-^I will at least ride 

up^and^sei^wfafthei^liedaiiger is u immi- 

nent as this old fool pretends.^' 

< ^ Weel^ th^D»«as I Uve by bread/' said 

£lalebr *^ Mysie is v^eel and safe. I saw her 

out of the castle before I left it mysell*?^ 

^^afjfgwging to fcHlget an. auld iellow- 

servant?* 

. ^* What made yon-. telU me^ the contrary 
f tills flioment i'' said his master^. 
, .;. ^f Did I say otherwise ?" answered Caleb; 
V tben I maun hae been dreamii^ surely, 
or this awsome night has turned my judg- 
iiienfr-^-4mt safe, she is, and. ne'er a living 
soul in the castl^ f ? die better for them-— 
they wad liave gotten an unco heezy." ,. 

Xhe Afaster of lUvenswpod, i^on this 
assurance being solemnly reiterated»> and? 


/tJ' * 


\ 


27€ ItALUmUJClLMMVUW^ 

notwithstandiog hit extreme wish to mU 
ncBBf the last esfi^km, which wm to rum 
to the grmind the naBfikm o(!.iUp <fiiiU^ 
«ufibred biiMelf «& bb lagged • miwatd "to* 
wards the vflikige ef Wdf%^hcpe^ iriieie not 
Mily the change-hduse^ bsit that of oiir> own 
^^.kttowti ffienA^he eooperi were ti^ pre** 
pared for receptioB d£ hiamlfawd his iiofalft 
guest, with a fibwahty of provismi whk^ 
requires some explanatioii. > - 

We oiiiitted t»«&(iiitioii»^its ^laee, tbsA 
Locfchard havmg fished out the 4rutii» am* 
certiing the foode bj wluch Cakb'had dl^ 
tained the supplies for his banquet, the 
Lord Keeper, amused wilh the ioeident, 
and desirous at the time to gratify Rav^is* 
wtood/ had recommeiided 4he cooper of 
Wolfs-hq^ US the official aituatidn under 
government, the prospect of whidbi had re* 
conctled *bim to the loss of hisL wild4bwL 
Mr Girdar's preferment had occasioiied a 
pleasittg surprise to old C^Ieb ;. fiir wfaeA, 
some d^jn after his master^ depaAuie,. he 
found himself absdutelyooQSpeUied, bysomt 
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aeqviswy Ji)iiiiiiMi» to vmt the fishing hftta« 
letyiiQAw^sgU^i^g like ^boitfMMt the^doot 
of. the jcooper, fw £e»r 4^ being auinqfKmed 
tO;gi?fii -wHiie Mcount Qi the progress ol the 
8o]UatatM» i0 hi> fitvour, or^ more prubabl/y 
that the imnates might upbraid him with 
the ftdfle Jbope .he. bad he}4 out upon the 
syk^ectp heheaixifhwwfjf» not jvithaut some 
appreheiiaioiit' suomioned at <mce in treble» 
tenor, and bassy— r^. trio perfi>rmed by the 
voiqes ^f Mrs-Girder, old jDame Loup-the* 
dib^ and tbeigaodman of the dweUiog— - 
«<.Mr C^eb-^Mr CMebrt^Mr Caleb Balder* 
stoae 1 X If ope ye arena gangiqg dry- lipped 
bymirdopr, and we sae muckle. indebted 
to you ?^ 

. This might be said irouieally as well as 
in earnests Caleb augured the worsts .torn- 
ed a deaf ear ta the trio aforesaid, and was 
roovipg doggedly on, his ancient castor 
puUed over his brows, and his eyes bent 
op the ground, as if to count the « flinty 
pebbles with which the rude pathway, was 
causewayed. But on a sudden he found 
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hiitogeir 8utrotttided4ii'lni pro^ss, IHie tf 
stately noerc^anttiMni in (^eGutiof €KbtaiU 
iktt (I'bop^ tlie lidite'wliiex6llsdiUAi6ur- 
pauUn piMtMe,) by^ three Afgeri^egiAickt'^. 
^ « 'Chi<te ^id« 119^ Mir fidderstolK^ «nA 
Mrsdhderi "' '■■■.':■ ■..' ■■■.■'••..-•.!<; -.-.c 

<« Wha veftd liae fhottgblrit l^nm siM and 
kenifd friend !* said lihe tftdtteirw^ <?• r ^ ? 

••* JJo safe mudtlc as stajr to receive^ oa» 
thanks,^ said tile coopfer hiiifseif,^^iuid fiab 
tug like & Jtit thtit B^ldotn i^er them. I am 
sure I hope theire%tiae ill seed sawii bet^v^em 
US9 Mr BaldeMone^:^Ofi}^i»aff tbat has teid 
to ye, I Bin no grateftf for the situattoh of 
Queen^s cooper, let me hae a^ wham^ple tk 
mm Wi' mine catche^^tbart V.?* ^ • 

•* My good friends^^my dearfKends^ 
Kaid Caleb, stilt doubtlhg how the celtain* 
ty of the matter might stam); *< wbait medii 
a' this ceremorry ?^L.aiie tries td serve thc&r 
iHetidS, and 86metimes they may ^appe»i f& 
i^rosben and sdmMimes to iBism*e-i»-*haete 
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1kh% 1 csre to bfihibh^ ^*Um than thukii 
•^I titcirte could bide them.? : ^ 

»^ i^ Faitb» <Mr Balderstoi)t» ye.s»^ haebeea 
fadieli T^ Jew ^v miac^^ m^ tbe^'40wmigh<r 
nwB df ^ves Md hoops^ ^*M^l ji^d oniy 
your gude-will to- thank ye fer-^L suld 
tfeii llae set the g»9e, latidJ^ i^H-^etikes, 
find the nuilet ol:SMkr;tobabnee;tbat ac^ 
tcooitibi GudjCSwilU man^ i$ ageiseii'd tub, 
that bauds in nae y^uor-r-^iMt gude d«ed'9 
like the cask, tight^ r6iui4i^M)49O40Qd^ th^l 
mtt^iaudi iiquor for the king/' 
i[v ;c;««: /Hard ye na ^heaf4' oC^Pt^r^ l^^eVf 
said iha lilotheJF4n^]avf i ** io^kiqg John th? 
Queen^s cooper for certain ?^-HUid scarce a 
shield that had ever bainmer§f} gird uppi^ 
tub .biit was applying for it ?^' : <' 

I f^ Have I beard ! ! !" said Calebs {who nqw 
&ttiid how the wind set^.} withjm acoeat pf 
atndi^^ contempt at tJliedoi:yb^t expres^ed-Tr 
.** Have I heardi quo' s|k^ ! ll-'—^ndi »s hi& 
spdie, he dhanged his siumbUng^ skulHii^ 
dodging pace, into a* nianly and mitliorit^^ 
^ve stepi re adjusted ]hs cocked hat, and 


\ 


tW TA&IS or MY LANPMItI»» 


mSuted his brdW to emergd from under it 
in all the pride of aristocracy^ like the ftaa 
from behind a qloud* 

<< To be siure, he canna but hae bearilt* 
said the good wtoaum. 

^ Ay, to be siire it's impos^ble. but I 
should/' said Caleb ; ^* and sae PU be the 
first to kiss ye, joe> and wish you, coopert 
much joy of your preferment^ naethiag 
doubting but ye ken wha are your friend^ 
and have helped y^ and can help ye. I 
thought it right to look a wee strange upon 
it at first,** added Calebs '* JQSt to see if ye 
were made of the right mettle-~but ye ringp 
true, lad, ye xing true.** 

So saying, with a most lordly air he kiss* 
ed the women, and abandoned bis hand» 
with an ^ir of serene patronage, to the 
hearty shake of Mr Girdor's hom-bard 
palm. Upon this complete, and to Gald> 
most satisfactory information, he did not; 
it mdy readily be believed, hesitate to ac^ 
€ept an invitaticm to a ^solemii £M8t, to 
which were invited^ not only ail the ftatei 
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il0$ of tke vUkj^e^ but evea his aacmit 
antagoBirt^ Mc pin^vall bimfieU; At this 
f«AtivitX/he was^.of courBer the most wel« 
cMke and nuMt hMOUrM g9C8t| aad so* 
vrgH 4id t he p^ the 'eflMfxi^y wilh Hitori^p 
ef' what he could <h mtfa his wafttar, hia 
tnaafi^ witis the> Lard KtefWy the Lord 
Keeper wHh the Cooftcil, and the Goundl. 
nWi iSm Kii^9 tlud; before the compaaf 
dinnifaed^ C^hifh wasi indeedf mthw aft 
mk eady hour than s late CMae») etery mam 
«f note, in the village was ascending to the 
topjgsjkiitof some ideal prefeuDeot by the 
ladder df ropes which Caidi» had {N?e$ented^ 
to th^imi^piiatioa* Ka]^» the cnmtiQg But* 
lei x^aiaed ia that momeatt not. only all 
the inflttODf e he poiispssed fiqro^rfy ov^r the 
vilblgessr when U|e bi^ronial family wbi^h 
be served weieta); theprondest, but acqui* 
red eren. aa acoess^on of importance. The 
wrtter«^tbe very att3orne|^ himaeif— aufjht ia* 
the thirst of prei^rmeiit'H^H the force of 
the. attaaolioo, a^A taid^g %» i^porjtuni^ 


* ' ■ ■*• 'V^'»r-'»ai.jto_^ 
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Tegret, of the 4eeMmtfg hoA^ : 
of 4he sheFtf^clark 6f liie e^liOM^r, ^ n . t/- 

{iter ftcUtris-faoOte-^dioe tUg diiyi m^ awaV^ 
bjr CMk-edMeh ttienioriy^afidctf-toAaur 
zie% tiiere nmim be 8on€b6dy iB^Us^phkiec' 
-^and gif diat ye laiiikb mv^ititijr^sLy;^ 
8idd be tKankfiil^ nao-^a gkivl^ JMaJd^twIlr 
gowd noble8«-Hiii* hairk ye^ vnn^'smaedAiSg i 
ctttiijr till yotinetti-aadd tiie 'Wolf'«»bopiir 
carles to trittle kiitdij wi^ Ihe Matter Ofi^ 
Boive wvoGid^Uiat '^ liord fta<WMmK|ii-u: ' 
God bleflB fata lolrdsbipi^ ' .- ^ ^ ^ ^^ . 

A atnfile,- tod a> bearty^ s()cieeatf^%fr flior 
band/ waer tbe*4iuitabte atit^dr totbis ot^s^ 
tfife, >af)d Caleb mirite fata e«ape ftma^the'^ 
jovlal^^^^ly^ iiyd#<to# tl> avoid' coaiiMttllif^ 
Irimself by any special promises. ' * J- ' -^ 

*« The Lord be gude to me,** said Caleb, 
when he found himself in the open air» 
and at fiberty to give vapt to the self-ex^ 
ultation with wkidi he was» as it were, dia* 
teaded ; ^ did ever ony man see sic a set of 


greeo^gaidings W4fae irerjr p^ck-ittstirt ^»t^ 
solan-geese out by yrnider at the Bass hae/* 
ted tildes tbeir same^^od^ an' I:had been 
tlwLofd4Ii|^.Cbmiiii:»sioner to the E&tatea 
o* ParKament^ tliejp caotiUiiii hae btflomin'd 
mt mau?--«nd9 to speak fleaven's^trutfat I 
cwiU haidly hae beihintomkl tiieoi better nei*> 
tben But At writeiu^ka ! ha ! ha I^^mercy 
on.xne» that I suld live ia my aald daysvto 
gi^tfae gaag-bjre to the very writer I She* 
riff derk ! ! !— >Bat I hae^in-auld account to 
settle vii Uie carle ; and to make amends 
for4iyt>*ga(iieib the oSce? shall joat cost , bk» 
as much time-serving and ti4e^seiviBgy as If 
he Ivere toget it in gode earbestr-v»of;whHk 
there is ama' i^tpearaiiMt uideas the Masi^ 
tw lemM mm tbot V9ij/i$\ of /this wanld^t 
wiMfit^ it^ k miickle to bo idoiribted that kb ; 
never will,** » •• . . : 


': . . .? 


/ 
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CHAPTER Xll. 

Why ivBci yon fkt siimnft'<**irfay sboot to the bEMi 
Tkoee emben^ Mke stan from the finraaaent cait ?-^ 
Tit the fire-«how€r of ndiv all drtadfoUj dnven 
From thine eyrie, that heacoHB the darkness of Heavesr 

CjomMSLK 

Thb circumstatices arniounced In th# 
eonclustoa of the last chapter^ will account 
for the ready and cbeerfttl receptton of tb# 

Marquis of A and the Master of Ra^ 

ven9wood in the vilkge of Woirs-hope. In 
fact, Caleb had no sooner announced the 
conflagratidn of the tower^ thmi the wiic^ 
hamlet were upon foot to hasten to extin* 
guish the flames. And although that zealous 
adherent diverted their zeal by intimating 
the formidable contents of the subterranean 
apartments, yet the check only turned their 
iisidttity into another direction. Nevei 
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had there been such slaughtering of cftpons, 
and fat geese, and barn-door fowls^— never 
such boiling of ree^ted hams,— never such 
making of car-cakes and sweet scones, Sel- 
kirk bannocks, cookies, and petticqat-tatls^ 
delicacies little known to the present ge* 
Deration. Never had there been such a 
tapping of barrels, and such uncorking of 
grey-beards^ in the village of Wolf's-hope* 
All the inferior houses were thrbwn open 
for the reception of the Marquis's depend- 
ants, who came, it was thought, as precur- 
sors of the shower of preferment, which 
hereafter was to leave the rest of Scotland 
dry, in order to distil its rich dews on 
the village of WolPs-hope under Lammer- 
moor. The minister put in his claim to 
have the guests of distinction lodged at 
the Manse, having his eye, it was thought, 
upon a neighbouring preferment, where 
the incumbent was sickly ; but Mr Balder- 
stone destined that honour to the cooper, 
his wife, and wife's mother, who danced for 
joy at the preference thus assigned them. ^ 


, ^"^^ f .^■to_ • _ -r-tm 
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ibe* noUe^gueMft ta a»gtio0 dateiWDmeiit 
M penooa <rf^«ich araftk «0idd«e^4Mi£Me 

for»eri|r lived in lU^Aisiiiood Catlte, «icl 
JiMir^ a&dfa«^ nid^ die wa3r84>f the ncdbil^^ 
was no wa^.!wmting'in arranging tnateera^ 
as welt as circumstances permitted^ accord^ 
iDg to the etiquette of the times. The 
eoopei% borne was so. roood^F; that eiakih 
guest had bis aepaarate ndtirtog rooin, to 
which they were ^ushered with all d^e c^i^ 
mony, while the plentiful supper was ift tlie 
aqt of being placed upmi the tabJe; . 

Ravens wood no sooner foand himself 
alone, tban» impelted>by a thousand feeU 
ingSf he left th^ apartment; the house, aiid 
the viUage» and hastily retraced his 'steps 
to the brow of the hill/ which rose betwixt 
the village^ and screened it from the tower, 
in order to view the final fall of the house 
9f Jiis. fathers* Some idle boys from the 
Uamleihad t^en the same direction out 
of curiosityt having fir^t witnessed the ar- 
il 


MMit»- !^ Jb ilb4|r.<n&i:aot Jagr oae ptsfe tbe 
^MbitHi' cittuag toi each aAer to-.^ coine 

UIIMl<i8M jbl|flb»»QU JtiUMrUaw upim the M 
ilHiie ttwi;p^^lkig9rjaf 4tt ii^^ ke^^ceuld 
^9fii;ibiit feel, biouielf moved witikiiidigttdU 
,lMii> ' ^^ And iliese are^ the wam of oij fit- 
Jber's .vassals," he «aid-^<* of men bound» 
X^iti by ; law and gratitude^ to iUIow our 
dt^5 ihipugb batik) and fire^ and flqod ; 
§Sid now ;tbe destractiqnr of t&eir li^ge- 
iofd^s houae is bitt a hotidajr's sight * to 
4hem.!". • • .-' ' • 

These exaspeiratmg rdfleotionB.^ei*6 part* 
ly expressed tn the acrimony with which he 
qKcIaimecl»: qo feelta^ himself puUed by the 
cloak,—" What do ye want, ye dogP". - 

<^vl am:a.dx>g, and an ^\AA dog t6b/' ail- 
swered Caleb, for it. was he who had taken 
f.b& freedomy-*-^^ aod I^aonr^ike to get a 
dog's wigea-^jwt it does not signifioatioti 
ac{Hi>€h::{)fsQeeahitig, for I am ower autd a 
dog to learo tiowjtcicks* or to folkiw »a n&w 




^* ». • ^ 
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. As he spoke, RavsmiBroi^ aitaiaed.tfae 
ridge ctf the hifl from wfakb Wolf 'a Cttig 
wss visible ; the iames had extkely auok 
down, and to hit great eorpri^er there jvaa 
only a dusky reddening upoii the clomps 
immiediately orer the castle, which «eettied 
the reflection of the embers of the sunken 
fire. 

<< The pkce cannot have blown up,^ 
said the Master ; << we muat have be^^td 
the report— if a quarter of the gunpowdtfr 
was there you tell me of, it woidd have 
been heard twenty miles o&^ . ^' 

«< It's very like it wad/' said Balderstone^ 
composedly* 

<< Then the fire cannot have reach^ t%e 
vaults '' 

<< It's like no»" answered Caleb, with the 
same impenetrable gravity* 

«< Hark ye» Caleb," said his amstur; 
«f this grows a little too much for my pa- 
tience. I must go and examine how mat- 
ters stand at Wolf's Crag mys^lfc'* 

<<*Ybur honour is^ ganging to gavg nae 
sic gate," said Caleb, firmly* 
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«* And why not ?* said Ravenswood, 
sharply ; «• who or what shall prevent 

''<< Even I mysel,** said Caleb, witfai the 
same determinatioti. 

«* You, Balderstone !" replied the Mas- ' 
ttr, •• you are forgetting yourself, I think." 

*^ But I think no/' said Balderstone; 
<* for I can just tell you a' about the cas- 
tle on this know-head as weel asii if you 
were at it. Only dinna pit yoursel into a 
kippage, and expose yoursel before the 

r 

#eans, or before the Marquis, when ye 
gang down bye." 

« Speak out, you old fool,"" replied his 
master, *^ and let me know the best and 
the worst at once." 

*« Ou, the best and warst is just that the 
tower is standing hail and fear, as safe and 
aa empty as when ye left it" 

** Indeed !— and the fire ?" said Ravens- ' 
wood. 

^ Not a ^eed of fire, then, except the 

vol.il k 


>»ir »«f.aN 


^<S£: 


810 TJJLn ^w mr uaimjojw. 

bit .ksodling peat, and maybe, a spunk ia 
Myiie's cutty-pipe," replied Caleb. 

^ But the flame V demanded Rarengr 
wood ; ** the broad blaze which might have 
been seen ten miles off— what occasioned 

'. *< Hout awa ! it's an auid saying and ^ 
tru^ — • , V. 

Little's the liglit : • ' 

WBl be seen ihr in a mnknqilit' ' '^ ^ 


A^heen feru and hocse Ulster ^hat I fired 
in the court-yard» after, tending {>ficH the 
loun of a footman ; and» to speak I^ven's 
truth, the nfxt time that ye send or \>riBg 
ony body here, let them be gentles sdlen* 
arly, without ony fremd servaqtSih ^ike that 
chield Lockhard, to be gledgingjind glae- 
ing about, and looking upon the wfa^. 
side of ane's housekeepicigt to the discredit ; 
of the family, and f^r^siiig ane to. damn 
their souls wi' telling ae lee after anQtlKUT/ 
fa8ter>than I can, oount tfaeq^i wfad ptber 
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S9t iire to lite toWer id gude earaestiand 
burn it ower my aiti head into the bargaki, 
or I isee the family di^faoooured iii the 

^^ Upon my word, I am infinitely obliged 
by the' proposal^ Caleb," said his master, 
ischree able to restraift bis laughter, though 
rather angry at the same time. ^* But the 
gunpoi^der ? — is there such a thing in the 
tower?— ^the Marquis .seemed to know of 

'* The pouther— ha 1 ha] ha I-^-^he Mar* 
quiat-hal hi! ha!'* replied Cideb$ "if 
your honour were to brain me, I bdiooFsd 
to laugh^-^the Marquij^«-^the poutber— «raps 
it there? ay, it was there. Pid he ken 
o*t ?-^my certie ! the Marquis kenn'd o% 
and it wes the best of the game; fMp 
mhetk I couldim pacify your bcmour wi' a' 
that I could say, I aye threw out a word 
matr about the guftpouther^ and garr'd the 
Marquis tak the job in his ain hand.'' 

^< ^ut you have not anawel'ed my quB^ 
tion/' said the Master impatiently ; " how 
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came the powder tbere, and where is it 
now?" 

^ *! Ou, it came there, an ye maun needs 
ken,*" said Caleb, looking mysteriously, and 
whispering, ** when tliere was like to be a 
wee bit rising here ; and the-Marquis, and 
a' the great lords of the north, were a' in 
it» and mony a gudely gun and broadsword 
were ferried ower frae Dunkirk forbye the 
pouther — awfu' wark we had getting them 
iato the tower under cloud o' night, for ye 
maun think it wasna every body could be 
trusted wi' sae kittle jobs — But if ye will 
gae hame to your supper, I will tell 70U a' 
about it as ye gang down/' 

I ^* And these wretched boys,** said fia* 
ivnswood, ^< is it your pleasure they are to 
tjt there all night, to wait for the blowing 
up of a tower that is not even on fire f 

*^ Surely not, if it is your honour's plea^ 
sure that they suld gang hame ; although,"* 
added Caleb, ** it wadna do them a gnun'ii 
damage-ip-they wad screigh less the next 
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daj) and sleep the sounder at e'en — ^But 
just as your honour likes.'' : 

Stepping accordingly towards the urch- 
ins who manned the knolb near which they 
stood, Caleb informed them, in an author!* 
tative tone, that their Honours Lord Ra« 
venswood and the Marquis of A had 

given orders that the tower was not to 
blow up till next day at noon* The boys 
dispersed upon this comfortable assurance. 
One or two, however, followed Caleb fpr 
more information, particularly the urchin 
whom he had cheated while officiating a^ 
f umspit, who screamed, ^* Mr BalderstoneJ 
Mr Balderstone ! than the castle's gane out 
like an auld wife's i^punk !" 

J^Tq be sure it is, callant," said ikhe But* 
fer ; ^< do ye think the castle of sis gr^at a 
lord as Lord Ravenswood wad continue iifi 
ableeze, and bitri standing looking on l^i' 
£ti$ ain veryeen? — It'a aye right," conti-* 
fcued Caleb, shaking off his ragged page; 
and closing in to his master, >* to train up 
weans, as the wise man says, in the way 
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they should go, and aboon a' to teaeh timii 
respect to their superiors.^' 

** Bui all this while, Caleb, you have ne- 
ver told me what became of the arms and 
powder,** said Ravenswood, 

« Why, as for the arms,** said Caleb, « it 
was just like the bairns' rhyme— 

V Some gaed eaat, and some gaed westi^ 
And some gaed to the daw's nest;' 

And for the pouther, I e'en changed it, as 
occasion served, with the skippers o' Duteh 
luggers and French vessels, for gin and bran- 
dy, and it served thfe house mony a year— « 
gude swap too, between what cfaeereth the 
soul of man and that which dingeth it clean 
out of the body ; forbye, I keepit a wheta 
pounds of it for youi%ell when ye wanted 
to take the pleasure o' ishooting^^whiles, 
in these latter days, I w^d hardly hae 
kenn'd else whar to get pouther for your 
pleasure. And how that your anger is 
ower, sir, wasna that weel managed o' me, 
and arena ye far better sorted doun yonder 
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tba^ti ye could hae been in your ain auM 
riiins up bye yonder, as the case stands wi* 
us r now ?— the mair's the pity.'* 
' " I believe you may be right, Caleb j 
but^ befo/e burning down my castle, either 
in jest or in earnest,'* said Ravenswood, <* I 
I think I had. a right to be in the secret." 

«• Fie for shame, your honour !** relied 
Caleb ; ^ it fits an auid carle like me weel 
eneugh to tell lees for the credit of the fa- 
mily, but it wadna beseem the like o' your 
tionoufs sell ; besides, young folk areno ju- 
dicious-— they cannot make the maist of a 
bit figment. Now this fire— for a fire it sail 
be, if 1 suld bum the auld stable to make it 
mair feasible^ — this fire, besides that it will 
be an excuse for asking ony thing we want 
through the country, or doun at the haven 
—this fire will settle mony things on an 
honourable footing for the family's credit, 
that cost me telling twenty daily lees to a 
wheen idle chaps and queans, and, what's 
waur, without gaining credence." 

<* That was hard indeed, Caleb ; but I 
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do Dfit see how this fire should Iielp your 
veracity or your credit." 

" There it is now,'' said Caleb ; «« wamik 
I sayipg thatyoung folk had a green juc^e- 
Hient ?— How suld it help me, quotha ?— it 
will be a creditable apology for the honoiir 
of the family for this score of years to coine» 
if it is weel guided. Where's the faaiiiy pio- 
,tures? says ae meddling body— *the gres^ 
fire at Wolf's Cra^ answers I. Where's tbf 
family plate ? says another — the great fir€|^ 
says I ; wha was to think of plate whf^i^ 
life and limb were in danger ? — Where's tbp 
wardrobe and the linens ? — where's th^ 
tapestries and the decorements?— beds of 
state, twilts, pands.and testors, naperyand 
broidered work ?— The fire — the fire— the 
fire. Guide the fire weel, and it will serve 
ye for a' that ye suld have and have wotrr- 
and^ in some sort^ .a gude excuse is better 
than the things themselves } for they maun 
crack and wear out, and be consumed bj 
time, whereas a gude oficome, prudentl/ 
and creditably handled, may serve a noble^ 
man and his family. Lord kens how lang !** 
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Ravenswood was too well acquainted 
with his Butler's pertinacity and self-opir 
nioDy to dispute the point with him any 
further. Leaving Caleb, therefore, to the 
ecjoyinent of his own successful ingenuity, 
ke returned to the hamlet, where he found 
the Marquis and the good women of the 
mansion under some anxiety— the former 
on account of his absence, the others for 
ihe discredit their cookery might sustain 
by the delay of the supper. All were now 
at ease, and heard with pleasure that the 
fire at the castle had burned out of itself 
without reaching the vaults, which was the 
only information that Ravenswood thought 
it proper to give in public concerning the 
event of his Butler's stratagem. 

They sat down to an excellent supper. 
No invitation could prevail on Mr and Mm 
Girder, even in their own house, to sit 
down at table with guests of such high qua« 
lity. They remained standing in the apart^ 
ment, and acted the part of respectful and 
careful attendants on the company. Such 
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were the manners of the time. Hie elder 
dame, confident through her age and con- 
nection with the Ravenswood family, was 
less scrupulously ceremonious. She played 
a mixed part betwixt that of the hostess 
of an inn, and the mistress of a private 
house, who receives guests above her own 
degree. She recommended, and even press- 
ed what she thought best, and was herself 
easily entreated to take a moderate share of 
the good cheer, in order to encourage her 
guests by her own example. Often she in^ 
terrupted herself, to express her regret that 
«« my Lord did not eat — that the Master 
was pyking a bare bane — that, to be sure, 
there was naething there fit to set before 
their honours — that Lord Allan; rest his 
saul, used to like a poutbered guse, and 
izid it was Latin for a tass o' brandy — that 
the brandy came frae France direct; for, 
for a* the English laws and gangers, the 
WolPshope l)rigs hadna forgotten the gate 
to Dunkirk.'* - * 

Here the cooper admonished his mother- 
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in-law with his elbow, which procured him 
the following special notice in the progress 
of her speech. 

^; " Ye needna be dunshin that gate, John," 
continued the old lady ; ^* naebody says 
that ye ken whar the bi'andy comes from ;^ 
and it wadna be fitting ye should, and you 
the queen's cooper ; and what signifies^" 
continued she, addressing Lord Ravens- 
wood, ** to king, queen, or keiser, whar m 
auld wife like me buys her pickle sneeshin^. 
or her drap brandy- wine, to haud her heart 
up?' 

Having thus extricated herself from her 
supposed false step. Dame Lpup-the-dyke 
proceeded, during the rest of the evening, 
to supply, with great animation, and very 
ilttle assistance from her guests, the funds 
necessary for the support of the conversa^ 
tion, until, declining any further .circular-, 
tion of their glass, her guests requested her 
permission to retire to their apartments. \ 

The Marquis occupied the chamber of 
dais, which^ in every, house above the n&nkv 
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of a m^re cottage, was kept sacred for auch 
h^ occasions as the present. Th^ moderu 
finishing with plaister was then unknown^ 
and tapestry was confined to the houses of 
the nobility and superior gentry. The coop* 
er, therefore, who was a man of some va-^ 
nity, as well as some wealth, had imitated the 
fashion observed by the inferior landhold- 
ers and clergy, who usually garnished their 
state i^artments with hangings of a sort of' 
stamped leather, manufactured in the Ne- 
therlands, garnished with trees and animala 
executed in copper foil, and with many a 
pithy sentence of morality, which, although 
couched in Low Dutch, were perhaps as 
much attended to in practice as if written 
in broad Scotch* The whole had some* 
what of a gloomy a^ect ; but the fire, 
composed of old pitch-barrel staves, blazed 
merrily up th^ chimney ; the bed was de- 
corated with linen of most fresh and. daft^ 
zling whiteness, which had never before 
beep U3^d, and might, perhaps^ have never 
been used at all, but for this high occasion* 
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On the toilette beside, stood an old-fashion- 
ed mirror, in a fiUagree frame, part of the 
dispersed finery of the neighbouring castle. 
It was flanked by a long necked bottle of 
Florence wine, by which stood a glass near- 
ly as tall, resembling in shape that which 
Teniers usually places in the hands of his 
own portrait, when he paints himself as 
mingling in the revels of a country village. 
To counterbalance those foreign centinels, 
there mounted guard on the other side of 
the mirror two stout warders of Scottish 
lineage ; a jug, namely, of double ale, 
which held, a Scotch pint, and a quegh or 
bicker of ivory and ebony, hooped with siU 
yer, the work of John Girder's own hands, 
and the pride of his heart. Besides these 
preparations against thirst, there was a 
goodly diet-loaf, or sweet cake ; so that, 
with such auxiliaries, the apartment seem- 
ed victualled against a siege of two or three 
days* 

It only remains to say, that the Marquis's 
valet was in attendance, displaying his mas- 
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tefs brocaded night gown, and richly em^ 
broidered velvet c^p, lined and faced with 
Brussels lace, upon a huge leathern easy 
chair, wheeled round so as to have the full 
advantage of the cotnfdrtable &e which we 
have alrea<?y mentioned. We therefore 
commit that Eminent person to his night's 
repose, trusting he profited by the ample 
preparations made for his accommoda*' 
tion^— preparations which we have men^ 
tioned in detail, as illustrative of ancient 
Scottish manners. '' 

It is not necessary we should be equally 
minute in describing the sleeping apartment 
of the Master of Ravenswood, which was 
that usually occupied by the goodman and 
goodwife themselves. It was comfortably 
hung with a sort of warm- coloured worstedi 
manufactured in Scotland, approaching in 
texture to what is now called shaloon, A 
staring picture of John Girder himself or- 
namented this dormitory, painted by a i^tar* 
ving Frenchman, who had, God knows 
how or why, strolled over from Flushing 
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or Dunkirk to Wolfd-hope in a smuggling 
dogger. The features were, indeed, those of 
the stabborn, opinionative, yet sensible ar« 
tizan, but Monsieur had contrived to throw 
a French grace into the look and manner, 
so utterly inconsistent with the dogged 
gravity of the original, that it was iropossi* 
ble to look at it without laughing. John 
and lus family, however, piqued themselves 
not a little upon this picture, and were pro* 
portionably censured by the neighbour- 
hood; who pronounced that the cooper, 
ill sitting for the same, and yet more in 
presuming to hang it up in his bed-chamber, 
had exceeded his privilege as the richest 
man of the village ; at once stept beyond the 
bounds of his own rank, and encroached 
upon those of the superior orders ; and, in 
fine, had been guilty of a very over-ween- 
ing act of vanity and presumption. Re- 
spect for the memory of my deceased friend, 
Mr Richard Tinto, has obliged me to treat 
this matter at some length ; but I spare the' 
reader his prolix, though curious observa^ 
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tkms, as well upon the character of the 
French school, as upon the state of paint- 
ing in Scotland, at the beginning of die 
eighteenth century. 

The other preparations of the Master's 
sleeping apartment, were similar to those 
in the chamber of dais. 

At the usual early hour of that perioc^ the 
Marquis of A and his kinsman prepared 
to resume their journey. This could not be 
done without an ample breakfast, in which 
cold meat and hot meat, and oatmeal flum- 
mery, wine and spirits, and milk varied by 
every possible mode of preparation, evinced 
the same desire to do honour to their guests; 
which had been shewn by the hospitable 
owners of the mansion upon the evening 
before. All the bustle of preparation for 
departure now resounded through WoITs^ 
hope. There was paying of bills and sha- 
king of hands, and saddling of horses, and 
harnessing of carriages, and distributing of 
drink-money. The Marquis left a broad 
piece for the gratification of John Girder's 
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hnusehoid) which h^ the said Joho^ was 
for some time disposed to convert to his 
own use; Dingwall the writer assuring 
him he was justified in so doing, seeing he 
was the disburser of those expences which 
were the occaision of the gratification. Butt 
notwithstanding this legal autho^rity^ John 
could not find in his heart to dim the splen- 
4oHr of his late hospitality^ by pocketting 
§ny thing in the nature of a gratuity. He 
only assured his menials he would consider 
them as a damned ungrateful pack, if they 
bought a gill of brandy elsewhere than out 
of his own stores ; and as the drink-money 
was likely to go to its legitimate use, he 
ipomfofted himself that, in this manner^ the 
i^arquis's donative would, without any im« 
{i^chment of credit and character, come 
ultimately into his own exclusive posse% 
sioo. 

.. While arrangements were making fof 
departure, Ravenswood made blythe the 
heart of his ancient butler, by informing 
^im^ cautiously however, for he knew Ca- 


'- » N 


906 ^ TALBB OP HT UUffDLDRllv 

leb's warmth of iinaginaticm^ of tlie prolndbte 
change which wav about to take place in 
his fortunes; He deposited vi^th Balder^ 
stone, at the same time, the greater part of 
his slender funds, with an assurance which 
he was ofojiged to reiterate more than once^ 
that he himself had sufficient supplies io 
certain prospect. He, therefore, enjoined 
Caleb, as he valued his&vour, to desist from 
all further manceuvres agaioist the inhabit- 
hnts of Wolf *s> hope, their cellars, poultry, 
yards, and substance whatsoever. In thia 
prohibition, the old domestic acquiesced 
fiiore readily thaii his master expected. 
' ^* It was doubtless," he said, ^^ a shame,, 
a discredit, and a sin, to harry the puir 
creatureSi when the family were in circum- 
stances to live honourably on their ain 
means ; and there might be wisdom/' he 
aaid, *^ in giving them a whiles breathing 
time, at any rate, that they might be' the 
bore readily brought forwards upon hiil 
honour^ future occasions*" 
This matter being fettled, and haying 
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Ukcn M afectioQate farewell of his <Ad do- 
mestici the Master rgoined his noble rela* 
itvOt ^o was now ready^ to enter hk cair- 
liage. The two landladies, old and youngs 
in all kiadljr greeting, stood simpering at 
the door of their bouse, as the coach and 
iix, followed by its train of clattering horse* 
mon, thundered otit of the village. John 
Oirdet ako stood upon hm threshold, now 
looking at his honoured right hand, which 
bad been so lately shaken by a marquis and 
a lord, and now giving a glance intp the in« 
terior of his mansion, which manifested all 
the disarray of the late revel, as if balan^ 
cing the distinction which he had attained 
with the expences of the entertainment* . 
At length he opened his oracular jaws» 
f^ Let every man and woman here set about 
their ain business, as if there was nae sic 
thing as marquis or master, duke or drak^ 
laird or lord, in this world. Let the house 
be redd up, the broken meat set bye, and if 
there is ony thing totally undatable, let it 
be gten to the puir folk } and gudemother 
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and wife, I hae just ae thing to entreat ye, 
.that ye will never speak to me a single 
word, good or bad, anent a' this nonsense 
wark, but keep a* your cracks about it to 
yoursells and your kimmers, for my head 
is weel nigh dung donnart wi' it already •'* 
As John's authority was tolerably abso>- 
lute, all departed to their usual occupations, 
l^vipg him to build oaatlesin the air, if he 
biKiit mind, upon the court favour whick 
be had acquired by the expenditure of. his 
worldly substance. 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 

Whjr, now I lmT« Dame Fortune bj the forefoek. 
And if she scapes my grasp, the fault is mine ; 
He that bath buff«:tted with stern adversitj, 
^ Best knows to shape his course to favouring breeaes. 

OuA travellers reached Edinburgh with* 
out any farther adventure, and the Mas* 
ter of Ravenswood, as had been previously 
settled, took up his abode with his noble 
friend. 

In the niean time, the political crisis 
which had been expected, took place, and 
the Tory party obtained, in the Scottish 
councils of Queen Anne, a short-lived as- 
cendency, of which it is not our business 
to trace either the cause or consequences. 
Suffice it to say, that it affected the di£fe« 
rent political parties according to the na- 
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ture of their principles. In England, many 
of the High Church party, with Harley, aC 
terwards Earl of Oxford, at their head, afl 
fected to separate their principles from those 
of the Jacobites, and. on that account, ob- 
tained the denomination of Whimsicals. Tlie 
Scottish High Church par^, on the con- 
trary, or, as they termed themselves, the 
Cavaliers, were more consistent, if not fio 
prudent, in their politics, and viewed all the 
changes now made, as preparatory to call- 
ing to the throne, upon the queen's demise, 
her brother, the Chevalier St George. 
Those who had suffered in his service, now 
entertamed the moM unreasonable hopes, 
not only of indemnification, but of venge* 
ance upon their political adversaries, while 
&milies attached to the Whig interest, saW 
nothing before them but a renewal of th^ 
hardships they had undergone during the 
reigns of Charles the Second and his bro- 
ther, and a retaliation ot' the confiscsitions 
which had been inflicted ilpon the Jacobites 

during that of King WiHiAm. 

10 
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, JBuJ: the mo3t alarmed at the chiM[ige of sg^s- 
tiepj> was that prudential set of persons, some 
of whom are found in all governments, but 
who abound in a provincial administratioii 
Ijke that of Scotland during the period, aQd 
whp are what Crpmwell called waiters upon 
providence, or, in other words, uniform ad- 
herents to the party who are upperi;nost9 
Many of these hastened to read their recan-? 

tation to the Marquis of A ; and, s^s 

it was easily seen, that he tpok a deep in-^ 
terest in the affairs of his kinsman, the 
Master of Ravenswood, they were the first 
to suggest measures for retrieving at least 
a part of his proj^erty^ and for restoring 
him in blood against his father's attainde^^ 
Old Lord Turn tippet professed to be 
one of the most anxious for the success of 
these measures; for ** it grieved him Uf 
the very saul," he said, *• to see so bra^^; a 
young gentleman, of sic auld and undoubt-: 
c^ npbility, and, what was mair ^haq V 
that, a bluid relation of the Marquis qf 
A—-, the man whom/' he swore, ^< he 
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lioix>ared most upon the face of the yeaitfa, 
ImMigh t to 80 severe a pass. Fbr his ain pair 
peculiar,'' as he said, <* and to contrftmte 
something to tJie refaaintation of sae aold 
ane house," the saidTurntippet sent in tktte 
lamily pictures lacking the frames, and six 
high«backed chairs, with worked TurJbey 
cushioos, havii^ the crest of Ravenswbod 
broidered therecm, without charging a pen- 
ny either of the principal or interest tliey 
had cost him, when he bought tbem^ aiau 
teen years before, at a roup of the ftimi- 
tiire of Iiord Ravenswood's lodgings in the 
Canongaie* 

Much moire (o IiwdTurnlippeCs dUmay 
than to his surprise, although he affected to 
feel more of the latter than the' former, the 
Marqub received his gift very drily, add ob- 
served, that his lordship's restitution, if be 
expected it to be received by the Master of 
Ravenswood and his friendsi murt compre- 
hend a pretty large farm, which laving been 
mor^i^ed to Turatippet for a very inrts. 
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^late wifi» he ba4 ooiitiired» daring the 

iMiiivaioii of the £uDily alEuis, and by 

.mi^am w^l imderstiDod hy the lawyers of 

that !peiiod» to acquire to. himself in abso- 

.itfta|)toperty; 

The old time-serving lord winced exces- 
jttTely under this requisition, protesting to 
God^ that he saw no oqca^on theJad could 
-have iw the instant possession of the land, 
iwtxmg^b^ would dou)»tless now, xiecover the 
. hulk »f hta estate ficom Sir WUliam Ashton, 
to wliicli he was ready |ta contribute by every 
.nifiiimrto.bis4 power, as was just and reason- 
able { . and finaUy declaring, that he was 
^witting !bo settie the iMii4 oci the young gen- 
-<iMMli» after his own natund demise. 
.;; But all these , excuses availed nothings 
^«nd he was conipdled to disgoi^ the pro- 
|)ttr^t <« seceiying back the sum for which 
cil hadbera mortgaged* Having no other 
zfiMans of making peape with the higher 
:|NlvefKrs, he Mtwroed home sorrowful awl 
^andeeiplonti oompMoiog to his confidaiits, 
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«• ihiat ieirety tRtttMioa d^ cbib^ to HieMMe 
had fcitiietto b^eii'pre^ueil^e'df fmM m^ 
advantage to him in his^aki<^pilft iAifanc; 
1)ut that^epreseiitliitft^ei up«it1ti!)co«t 
))im oiie of the best pen«fiMtbeiB o' Us 

Similar fheatores yfti^ l9ifteieti«tf i^viail: 
ottiers, Who had pi^i6«6a'%^'4ik«^ix«0ik>4if 
thefoftan^ ^Ra^eiiiwtMid^, '«ild4lrWil»iaii 
Ashtoh, in'pat^teulw, 'iras- iUMnised >«ilfh 
a'^ktl&Metftaiy t&rei^lil «P«bi^ j«iii«M tfea- 
teUcedHitfder ^i«h tie 1i^ ^e>C:i«tle «Bd 
iJarotfy of Itav«hSW«tod. aUStt^'mwr-iWir. 
ever; thte IttaSfcer, i» %dl«» l4tte^*'^tt*e 
as on actibdut of ^ hdHj^il^iejF ^ ll«l'f«- 
ceiveft ftom %lrt», ftftt %'rtiwelf ttndttr Hfc 
nece8sit3r«yf'pr6ce6dft*g%llte'g*eat!c*i*)B6r. 
tte w^fe 16 tbfe lafe 'Iie»di«!e«|j«ri *^ he 
no longer 'heMifa&t diBde^ «{Miii|r ft^idily 
'the eng^emeht 4rhidk itiiifetea ' between 
"hhn and Miss Ajjfaftoiik feqneMiii^ Mil {Mr- 
mission fbriaketrnnionf'fiiilid mamg^liiaff 
his WiUihgness to p\A 1^ UStOmiet^M 
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THs. was* Qf hii*mfmst^ 9^^ 

mtMt^ b«tw«^ t)i«a| upoa. ^idbi 4 ^^ 
iBflw M Sir WiUiMn liimMU.' should think 

Isitttr t^ Ijuiv Ashtoo^ ^A prpp n,)bi|u> any 

cruise of displeasure which the M^s.^ 

lioigillg/upQikr Mff MM|n^^ ^.Miss.^- 
lf(Wb:ap4 ^e leiigth^ to vUich i^..had pror 
aMd4^/«od i:<¥»i>4i)g, th^ Wxi, «8 a ]>Q)i* 
glAP. tA D(M;iAr« 9* fieU af w mm,^ g^f^ 

makAaa>atoiaAmtwm . and «o . hftKeW. that the 

Jmfkf: ^ fpfluired 4.fnen4^ iwd «he h^T 
..iWilb ^ bin? who»uhacplj^,hiflp^;^gaii 

:; A ^4 fet^ .I^ei»?Wfl!ftd f^d^ir^sfid 
1<I.X4!(cy» Wd. lihe .we)|«qger was W^*^t- 
ed to fipd sm? sfi^ftt W4 sp^we W^anp 
p^ dglivuriilg jf ;WtQ^. heF i0.wn.haijds. It 
^^Qi«»iXi^,t]^ti.fti»pg(W(jro^qi^tji^ 
4tm^ «$MiP*. ¥i4 ^wel( ^qn fj}): {!{)■ 
|?irimcM9& c^Qge PJ^ the writer's ibrdwisr 
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as cfaiefljr ralQaUefy bfi^&Mngt^ remsv^ 
the impeditnents to their unioo*^' Hfe^rek- 
ted the steps he had taken to overcome the 
prejudices of her parenfei, iaiM esptcMly of 
her mcftfaer, and exjHrteed hk lio^ ftdy 
might * {HTOve e£fectiudw* If fiofc^^jM^-sttt 
trurted that ^ aiiteiiee^ftom SciMtt^ 
kn importimt and Maoiirable miiskMMM^ 
give time for pn^dica «o die ttWajr ; "11^^ 
he hoped and trusted MiwililiMKs'^^ 
itBXUsyf on whicb he had'Hfae most imj^tell 
tefirace, wotdd4»ffle any i^bit liiiA m^hjt 
be used to i£vert^her sitatohbtenf^ 'IAmIi 
more tiiere 'was, whidt^-hi^tr^ miteMtt^ 
log to the lovers themaetvea^ w^dd aftiid 
the read^ neither istisrettwirlfifofmajlieii^ 
To ^aeh of these ^cee l^ters^tke Ifislw 
of Bavemwood receive aoi anstver^^ fa«l by 
dilfer^t means of ^crnlveyanoei and cartaii»> 
ly icouehed in ^vcsiy ^Sferent 8^le& 

Lady ibhton answered his letter by Mi 
own messenger^ who was jmlr^aUowedai 
remaift at J^v^iswotdNa moment kd^ar 
than she was engaged in paiittUig lilMk 






Ml lin'^fi rccftftA • ]0tter, aigved Edgaci 

AlN^1R^elC^ I «m traoBi|MO, «anig tint die 
Jsonoon oi nioh « favilir. mre fcrfaited fiv 
lii^ tMMAA 19 ^ IMBMOB of Allan, late 
Jimi; 9 mf9 m md^ Sir, ifyoudiall happen 
to be the pefwm ao sitbocribmg yoonetf, 

yw ff Ul plowe to kwmb 4»£ I diiai tb« &iU 
i&ttsum n^ • j^waniM: m A^ i<u<7 A8l>t«it^ 
vhieh A havA^iipowInf uiww9c«b|ji^»o b«. 
Jtoif i»f 4'iiyxtty iKipw i 4«4»«ir» were ^is 
jtfiffTirwcv I vovld aot lititm to a praposai 
£uip,|^oiuorpoy«f ]Mwr h^ofti, «r«ti)j^^«{r 
i^Mi4i bfs 4h«» Hi)ili«nirtr held up «g#iist 
^6ake,dom jif th«4ttjl^fct, wd thffe immiia»> 
ties of !Qi«|)i kifif. i^ri^w mt » fli^«tef« 
^<blialc <tf pvoiffi^j'Wlimh can ohutge 
«iy lOoMWit flfWiMP tQ «hM liegacd, eeeiiig 

ifc hat been «V ^ i')^^ I9<^* Vke h<djr 
ikiyid» ifB^«it.t|ie «Mtt«l ffrea( in p<mex» 
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vertheless I passed, and they wewao^ alMl ; 
tlyie place thereof knew then nortMfe. 
Wishing you to lay tiiese thi^-^to yon^ 
hjsart fi>r yoiir. own sake, so far liB 4Jiey: 
nai^ OMcem ydu, Ipmy yMr> tA ttke^sb&i 
fatUier iactiee^^t^'yA»d^$keBtt> wiam^i 
ynor nokmomh settMti^ '- - -■'' ' x' ^^^- \»;^i. 
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^ AboM two cte^' iftMr^h^ had reecif?^ 
tlifs very onsatte^to^y ef^Ml^, <tbe Aib^^ 
of 'Ravensweod, whtte wrfcMlT ilp the 
High^street ef 'B»iiriMirgh» was jostled 'Itjy < 
a person, in whoait as' the nkan pulled off 
bis bat to nfiake an apdl^y^ hft'ni^sbgmxedt 
Lockbard, the confidential domestie of 9br 
William Ashton. The man bowed» alipt a^ 
letter into his hand^mnd (Ssappeared. 7hc^ 
packet contained ^f^sewiitten fiiiiofl^^ 
from wfaidh, however, as is.soiiii^rJiesBn^ 
ciddnt to the impositions of great lawyeratr 
^^tle ponld be extMcted> eSfibepting'tiiat 
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the wi^tm f(^ Imndfr in a. vefy pwa§^ 

,jSm. WtUiMi spoke ^af length' ^ hh 
high* vs^e Md jnegMtl foil bit delHr yelmg 
frieiiiii^ the Masttt W Revenswood^ and 
of hia ¥€17 ^ireme h%h valw and* le- 

guA-fyt the Marqiiia^of ,A-^-r-*--» his ver/ 
dear old friend ;— he trii^ied^ tibat af^y tttte^ 
sures^tlaakt tbey m^ht ad«pt, in which te 
Wfti eotteernedf weilid^ be carried on with 
due regard to the sanctity of decreets^ and 
judgments obtained^jfifia wnttemtioiOi pip* 

te8tingi'befere)sae&;aiid ai^eK that if the 
law of Scotlandi as d«elarod in her evta* 
bKshed coorlSt were te^ widergo a reversal 
in any popular assemblyi the evils which 
woold tbefice arise to the puUiCr would 
iitiKet a greater wobnd upoi^ his hoartt' 
thap any loss be might himself ^sustain 
]^ 1sueh irregular proceedinga. He floii» 
rished mudi on generosity and forgive- 
ness of mutaal injuries^ and hinted ^t the 
niFtability of human affiurs always ^voiir^ 
jte topics w^ the weidi^ polity in |M 



Boiedt the hute «^eh had beemmtAm 4lfr* 

l» ill .wUb iMi» tdfiiBliiB».M «!»• ii«Wif^ 
^vlbfti^. 89 qwcb M giiwif (imp <wti ppwm »» 

^iMae JHwr ^ |Mw«r. Hft WW otnyiaiMk 

tMtiom t<maf4» Ae ptibUf^ 89 btsifl^ or- 
any omo { MM) i^ iqp«» • (mili9f«i«9> thejj 
could !}»«:« m^Mid wpM ^e »M«i|res bg^ 
vlp«h H wM to be {mmk^ ^ «afemae0 
tuA'bm inumtlt iho»ld hMre ggn^ t# ss^^ 
pert tbc pjetsttiil admiiwftmtipii, Uf««the 

diMghter, he sp^dc^ in a diy- m^ cyn fawil 
«M»iier. He regfietted m p«eiB»tiM«>a s^ 
af the. (engagflfoeiit, of thp j^oMg piB*piQ 
shtH^ hairJB |)eeQ 4alwii^ "smi 09iuwt)d tfafli 
Ifasler. 10 lemendier he Jtod ii«K«r ipvaiit 
any encoumgem^Dyt tbeceuntp $ andobaapr 
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aa^^fiiout boiicunreBce of bis daughterV 
^ Bfttunu, €%iratersi the engagement ^as inept;' 
aeod^id in law. ' This precipitate mea^ure^ 
kt added^ had produced a very bad e£^ct 
ifpoQ lisdy Ashton'a mind, which it wai^i 
UDpoastUe at present to remove. Her son, 
€iil0iiel Douglas Ashton, had embraced'^ 
Int pcefiidices in tiieir fcdlest extent^ and 
it was impossible for Sir WHUam to adobt 
a eooise diss^eeable to them» without a fa^ 
tal and irreooncileable breach in his fami^ 
ly ; wbic^ was n6t at present to be thoughir 
0C l*im^ the great physieian, he ho{^ed 
would mend afl, 

' In a pos^crtptj SBr WiUiam said some- 
thing more explicitly^ that rather than the 
law of Scotland should sustain a severe 
^buttd through his sides^ by a parliamen- 
iary revenml €f the judgment of her su- 
preme courts, in the cade of the Barony 
of Ravenswood, he himself would ektra- 
|adrcially consent to considerable skcri« 
fices. 
From Lucy Ashton, by some unknowtS 


1 


>u« . . 
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q0ii>veyasiee» the lilUsAm rocaved^ Mie^ ^^^ 
lowing lines :-~** I T^ebteA ymkfs^ \^^ It^ 
waa at the utmost risk } do qoI akteo^t to. 
write again till better times. I am sor^ ber 
aet» but I will be true to mx wor^i, W^i^* 
li^e exercise of my reason is youcjisaied ^; 
iae. That you are h^ppy ana pro9peroi|S m 
some consolationt and tpy situation i3B§|iiiKi^ 
it all/' The note was signed L A« / ^ 
This letter filled Ravenswbod with tha 
«k>st livdy alarm* He ma4^ n^apy W 
ftempti^ notwithstanding her proUbitioi^ 
to convey letters to Miss Ashton^ and evea% 
to obtain an interview; but his atten^pta 
were frustrated, w4 he had Qply the ^K>r. 
tifieation to learn that aniuous and effect 
tual precautions had bee^ taV;ea to pre^ 
vent the possibility of their cprre^pondencet 
The Master was more distressed by these 
circumstances, a& H I^QQaoie impossible to 
delay his departure from Scotland, v^poA 
Ihte important mission which h^ been qo^ 
fided to him. Before his departure, he put 
W^iO ^^httm's li^tti^f int^t ^h^ bwda 
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6f the Marqais tff A- ^ ■, who observ 
with a smile, that Sir William's day of gra 
was past, and that he had now to les 
Which side of the Irajge the svm had got 
It was with the greatest difBctit^ that f 
Tenswood extorted from the Marqais 
promise, dial he would compromise 1 
proceedings in parUamNitt providing i 
WillianT'shoutd be disposed to scquiei 
in a union between him and Lucy Ashb 

** I would hardly," said the Marqi 
" consent to your throwing away y< 
birth-right in this maaner, were I net p 
fectly confident that Lady Aahton, or Ls 
Douglas, or whatever she calls IterseU; n 
as Scotchmen say, keep her threep ; a 
that her husband dares not contradict hi 

** But yet," said the Master, ** I tr 
your Grace will consider my eagagemi 
as sacred." 

*' Believe my word of honour," said 
Marquis, ** I would be « friend even 
your follies; and l^avii^ thus ttdd^itu 
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opinion, I will endeavour, as occasion of- 
fers, to serve yon according to your own*'' 
The Master <^ RaiPienswood could but 
thapk his generous kinsman smd patron, 
and leave him full power to act in all his 
affiurs. He departed from Scotland upon 
his mission, which, it was suppqs^, might 
djptain him upon the conttnent for some 
months. • 
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